
Alive! The Twenty Seventh sermon of "The Story" series delivered by Rev. Steven Schafer at Mt. Hope - Easter Sunday, 
March 31, 2013. Text: Mark 16: 1-20.  
 
 I'll never forget one of the rare times my Jewish sister-in-law brought up religion at a family dinner - an Easter 
dinner - if you can believe it. Having wonderfully sensitive Jewish in-laws has always meant that we would have a joint 
family Easter/Passover dinner at their house. And since Easter is always on a Sunday and Passover is several days long 
and always incorporates a Sunday Easter Sunday always seemed about right. On this occasion she apparently had some 
sort of contact with a Christian somewhere and she said to Sue and me in a totally serious way, "Do you know what I 
heard yesterday? I heard that some people believe that Jesus came back to life after he was killed!"  
 "Yes. That's what Easter is all about. That's what Christians hold as the central teaching of the Christian faith." 
 
 I don't know how she managed to live for 40 years without being exposed to that, but there it was. She didn't 
pursue it any further and has never mentioned anything religious to us again... 
 
 We’ve been following THE STORY of the Bible, chronologically, each week since early September. Our reading 
last week took us through the darkest day in human history - the day the King of Kings was crucified and this week we 
come to the greatest day in human history - a day that astounded and puzzled people back then and continues to to this 
very day.  
 
THREE OBSERVATIONS: 
1. It’s amazing how thorough JESUS' were in His death. History tells us that death on the cross took hours and hours. 
Torture and nails through hands and feet - loss of blood from small wounds - isn't a very efficient death. Most of the time 
the guards would have to break the legs of the condemned after a certain point so they'd die sooner. Most crucifixion 
victims would push themselves up with their pierced feet in order to breath because hanging there caused the lungs not to 
fill. Breaking the legs prevented this and the prisoner would finally die. They would have done this to Jesus but it was 
obvious he was already dead. But just in case they were mistaken, they shoved a spear into his side. That would finish 
him off if he had some little bit of life in him yet...  
 
Observation 2.  As you read through CHAPTER 27 of THE STORY, you can’t help be struck by the fact that even though 
JESUS told His followers no less than 20 times that He had to die but He’d rise from the dead the  only ones who seemed 
to get that were His ENEMIES. THEY weren't about to let it happen. Matthew 27:62 64 quotes the chief priests to Pilate: 
“We remember Jesus said, ‘After 3 days, I will rise again.’ So, you need to make sure the tomb is sealed and guards are 
there. Otherwise His followers may come and steal the body and tell people He rose from the dead.” So Pilate did. He 
secured and sealed the tomb. And posted a guard. 
 
Observation 3.Even after it became obvious that the guards had scattered, the seal had been broken, the stone rolled 
away and the tomb was empty, most of Jesus’ followers were still pretty slow to believe. John 20:1 says, “Early on the first 
day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from 
the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, ‘They have 
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him.” 
 
 So:  1. Jesus' executioners KNEW he was dead. 
 2. Jesus' enemies feared he might appear to rise from  
  the dead so took action to prevent this illusion. 
 3. The disciples didn't really believe any of it. 
  
 Even later that day, on the road to Emmaus, (Luke 24:13-32), two of Jesus' followers were discussing the events 
of the day and they obviously thought something strange was going on - they discussed it with Jesus even though they 
didn't know it was him... The original 12 were hunkered down in the upper room with the doors locked fully expecting to be 
arrested for conspiracy in whatever it was that happened...  
 
 Then there is Thomas (John 20:24-29), who probably was saying what the others were thinking. He said, “You 
know, unless I see the nail marks in His hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into His side, I 
will not believe” (John 20:25) 
 
 But once Jesus did appear and they were convinced Jesus was alive, not only did they believe, they were willing 
to die for Him. After all - we read that, “After his suffering, Jesus showed himself to these men and gave many convincing 
proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.” 
 
 What were the "convincing proofs?" What would it take for you to believe that Jesus arose from the dead? If you 
had seen him whipped and nailed onto a cross and watched as he died. If you had seen the spear go into his side. If you 



had seen them take him down and put him in the tomb - what would it take to "prove" to you that all that is now 
reversed?... 
 
 Yes, the tomb IS EMPTY! That's proof that something happened, but not proof of what exactly... But there are a 
lot of other issues to consider and we could take up weeks discussing them... Read the whole list in the book I mentioned 
last week "Evidence That Demands a Verdict" by Josh McDowell. 
 
 Lee Strobel, in his book, "THE CASE FOR CHRIST (Pg. 255) talks about “SIR LIONEL LUCKHOO, the brilliant 
and savvy attorney whose astounding 245 consecutive murder acquittals earned him a place in The Guinness Book of 
World Records as the world’s most successful lawyer. Knighted twice by Queen Elizabeth, this former justice and 
diplomat subjected the historical facts about the Resurrection to his own rigorous analysis for several years before 
declaring, ‘I say unequivocally that the evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ is so overwhelming that it compels 
acceptance by proof which leaves absolutely no room for doubt.’” 
 
 Leaving the evidence alone, let me give you two simple reasons that the resurrection is important:  
(1) THE RESURRECTION GIVES JESUS UNPARALLELED CREDIBILITY 
- The resurrection is what makes Jesus DIFFERENT from all the other great teachers and leaders who have ever lived? 
Jesus essentially said that if he did not, in fact, return from the dead in three days his followers should disband and 
conclude that all he said was useless. He said that if he doesn't return to the land of the living he has been a fraud and 
they should forget everything he ever said... 
 
 Did you get what I just said? Our faith doesn’t rest on the TEACHINGS of Jesus or the MIRACLES of Jesus, or 
the PEACE we have from knowing JESUS, or even the fact CHRISTIANITY works.... Our faith isn’t even based on the 
DEATH of JESUS. Our faith is centered - it rises and falls - on ONE SINGLE EVENT: THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS 
CHRIST from the dead! 
 
 No other TEACHER, PREACHER, PROPHET or self-proclaimed MESSIAH can claim that. 
• Muhammad – DEAD 
• Buddha – DEAD 
• Joseph Smith – DEAD 
• Confucius – DEAD 
• Bahá'u'lláh – DEAD 
• Mary Baker Eddy - DEAD 
• Sun Myung Moon – DEAD 
 
 None of them claimed anything other than the fact that they would, like everyone else, die. 
 
The RESURRECTION gives JESUS UNPARALLELED CREDIBILITY! 
 
 JESUS is the singular, spectacular Son of the Living God and is the Only One verified, qualified and signified by 
God the Father, the Creator of all things, as SAVIOR of the whole world. 
 He is the One of Whom it was said, “At the name of JESUS every knee shall bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth and every tongue shall confess that JESUS CHRIST is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 
2:9-11) 
 
 (2) THE RESURRECTION GIVES US UNPARALLELED HOPE 
 Think about the people in this story: 
(a) Mary Magdalene (Jesus cast seven demons out of her – Luke 8:2) 
“They’ve taken my Lord away and I don’t know where they’ve put him.” 
(b) Peter denied the Lord to an unnamed maiden by a fire. 
(c) Thomas doubted the accounts of the others. 
 
 They’d put all their hopes in Jesus and when He died their hopes died, too! But then, something happened. The 
sound of an earthquake. The stone was rolled away. The angel made an announcement: “He is not here. He is risen, just 
as He said.” 
- Now, Mary won’t let go of Him. 
- The two disciples run back to town to share the good news. 
- Thomas says, “My Lord and my God!” 
- Peter jumps out of a boat just to get to Him. 
 
 That FIRST EASTER was so good because that Friday and that Saturday had been so bad. 
- The dead body of Christ had been placed in a borrowed tomb. 



- The enemies of Christ seemed to have won. They were raising a toast to the fact He was toast. 
- His life was over. His tongue silenced. His miracles finished. His disciples vanished. 
 
 There was something about that Saturday that followed that terrible Friday... a solemness, a sadness, a day 
without courage, without  
hope. 
 
 Unfortunately, today - in 2013 - there seems to be a similar feel for so many. We live is a world where hope for so 
many seems to have evaporated... Times, for some, don't seem to be getting any better... So many find themselves in 
circumstances they would’ve never predicted. 
- Marriages threatened, finances in a mess, jobs on the line, many can’t find work. 
- Our nation is facing a meltdown morally, financially, ...and throughout the world it’s the same. 
 
 No one ever wants to go through a season of hard times or significant challenges that stretch you to the very last 
fiber of your faith. But those times do have a way of making you step back and ask, “What am I really counting on? What 
am I building my life and my future on that is solid enough and strong enough to help me make it through? 
...That’s why this message is so timely - - Because this weekend, we gather to remember the ONLY HOPE that is able to 
sustain us through  
anything and everything. 
 
 People haven’t gathered on EASTER for over 2,000 years to say, “The STOCK MARKET has risen, or GENERAL 
MOTORS has risen, or the VALUE of my home has risen or the JOB MARKET has risen or my 401K has risen....  No. 
There’s only one thing that has been the sustaining hope that has held people across every continent and culture together 
for two millennia in the face of unprecedented difficult times of pain and poverty, disease and hardship, even death itself. 
And that one thing is this:  
JESUS HAS RISEN! 
 
 Author JOHN ORTBERG tells about being in a debate held on the campus of Stanford University where his 
opponent said, “Jesus didn’t literally rise from the dead. It was a metaphor that the early Church  
contrived to continue the hope they had while he lived. The idea of resurrection was a metaphor, a symbol – but it didn’t 
really happen.” 
 Ortberg said, “There’s a problem with that. Something happened 2,000 years ago that galvanized a large and 
growing group of  
people - that so transformed their thinking and lives that even at the risk  
of death they proclaimed not a metaphorical resurrection but a literal, physical resurrection!” 
 
 Christians didn’t form the world’s first community to include Jews and non - Jews, Greeks, slaves, free, men and 
women, rich and poor, breaking down every ethnic, social, cultural and economic barrier based  
on a metaphorical resurrection. Christians didn’t willingly give up land, property, possessions, reputation, and personal 
safety for a symbol. Christians didn’t voluntarily go to their death, by the thousands, based on the promise they would 
receive a metaphorical resurrection and live in a metaphorical heaven.... They did it because they KNEW and BELIEVED, 
not in a metaphorical, mythical or symbolic savior, but rather in a very real, physical SAVIOR named JESUS, Who rose 
from the dead and walked with them and talked with them and ate with them. 
 
 One by one they became convinced that “JESUS is alive! He has risen from the dead, just as He said.” 
 
 There really is only one explanation that accounts for the transformation of an impoverished, confused, frightened 
little group of people into a courageous, emboldened community that would sacrifice  
everything, including their own lives to turn a world right side up, and that is, they believed their own eyes and embraced 
the reality of the resurrection of Jesus... This Jesus, their teacher, their master, who they had seen die on a cruel Roman 
cross - - Whose body they had witnessed being placed in a borrowed tomb which was sealed and secured by Roman 
soldiers. 
• He did what He said He would do. 
• He was Who He said He was. His resurrection proves it. 
 
SO WHAT DOES ALL THAT MEAN TO US? 
THREE SIMPLE APPLICATIONS: 
(1) Our Past Can Be Forgiven 
- Have any of you done anything you think you can’t be forgiven for, something in your past? 
• Nothing you’ve ever done is beyond God’s ability to cleanse and forgive you because Jesus, Who died on the cross, has 
RISEN! He said you'd be forgiven...  
(2) Our Future Is Secure 



 There are a lot of scary things going on in the world right now. We read in John 16:33, “In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
 You may be fine today, but what does the future look like for you? Nobody knows. There’s a better than average 
chance you WILL die some day. (Make you nervous?)  Because of the RESURRECTION, your future is secure. Your 
future is bright! You WILL die but as you believe you will have the eternity promised you where there is no sickness, 
sadness, suffering, hunger or death. The resurrection means the BEST is YET TO COME. Your BEST LIFE isn’t RIGHT 
NOW it’s STILL coming! 
 
 When Winston Churchhill died, he’d already planned his funeral ahead of time. At the service, after the eulogy, a 
bugler high up in the dome of St. Paul’s Cathedral, began to play TAPS – the universal signal that the day is done. The 
night has come. Then there was silence. Then, a moment later another bugler on the far side of the dome began to play 
REVEILLE - the song played to signal, “It’s time to get up, a new day has dawned!” 
 
 One day Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life”  
(John 11:25 - 26)...  He didn’t promise a  
life without problems. But He did promise an incredibly happy ending 
 
 So there we are: Our Past Can Be Forgiven - Our Future Is Secure - and one more . . .The Tomb Is Still Empty. 
 
 A Dr. Seamonds, while visiting in Africa asked a Tribal Chief who had been a MUSLIM why he’d become a 
Christian.“Well, it’s like this. Suppose you were going down the road and suddenly the road forked in two  
directions and you didn’t know which way to go. There at the fork in the road were two men – one dead, the other alive – 
which one would you ask for directions?” 
 
 That’s why the EMPTY TOMB is the game changer. It makes all the difference in the world! Jesus is alive! 
 
THE RESURRECTION GIVES JESUS UNPARALLELED CREDIBILITY  
THE RESURRECTION GIVES US UNPARALLELED HOPE 
 So who are you going to ask for directions? The dead one or the living one? The angel said, “He is not here. He is 
risen, just as He said.” 
 


