
Christmas in February. Chapter 22 of "The Story" series at Mt. Hope. This sermon written and 

delivered by Rev. Steven Schafer on February 24.   

 Have you ever sat down and read the Christmas story? It sounds silly, but really, when was the last 

time you just read the whole Christmas story? From the time we were little children, at least for most of us, we 

have either heard the Christmas story at church or read bits of it with our families. I'm sure nearly everyone has 

seen some version of it on television. But let me ask again, when was the last time you just read the Christmas 

story? When was the last time you read it when Christmas wasn't looming in the near future with all its 

busyness and tinsel?  

 I'd like for us to read it this morning - well, not exactly read it. Let's listen to it read by a professional 

reader... It takes less than four minutes. Listen...  [play Matthew narrative of Christ's birth, showing slides]. 

 Christmas Morning.... For most children, the longest night of the year is Christmas Eve - the 

long awaited Jesus seems like he is never going to come. Once they are tucked in bed, sleep comes 

slowly. The excitement and the anticipation for the next morning are almost unbearable. For just this 

one night of the year, time seems to stand still.  But what if you waited for Christmas for over FOUR 

HUNDRED YEARS!... 

 Last week we saw that Malachi got the last word in. He was the last person to speak before 

the OT came to a close. It’s almost as if God folded His hands for the next 400 centuries - didn't 

speak. He acted often, of course. He is always active in the lives of His people. It's as though he felt 

he’d done everything He could possibly do to have a relationship with His people and nothing seemed 

to work - at least for very long. He’d blessed them. He provided for them. He let them have their way 

when they demanded it,(wanting their own king like the nations around them). He cleaned up the 

aftermath of that unwise decision. He’d sent people to help them and prophets to warn them. But they 

didn’t listen and never seemed learn. So God took a break. For 400 years there’s not a single shred 

of evidence He said anything...  

 But after 400 years of silence, God proves once again He’s willing to do whatever it takes to 

have a relationship with us – He sends His Son.  But now God speaks again through John the Baptist 

- the reincarnation of Elijah - and proclaims the birth of the Messiah - the long awaited God incarnate 

come to earth.  

 Gospel writers Matthew, and Luke tell the remarkable story. Mark doesn’t say anything about 

Jesus’ birth. He starts his story with Jesus full-grown and ready to begin his ministry. Matthew was 

written to a Jewish audience so he writes an account filled with fulfilled prophecies (we heard those a 

few minutes ago. He wants to clearly point out that Jesus is the long awaited King - the one sent from 

God... Luke is writing to a Greek audience wanting facts and documentation... Luke is a medical 

doctor so his account is couched in a more scientific narrative - he even states he is setting out to 

write an "orderly account" of all that happened... (1:3)“Therefore, since I myself have carefully 

investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for 

you” And John writing at the end of the first century writes to a western mindset “the way you and I 

think” but he doesn't talk about Jesus' birth. He talks about Jesus' eternality - LONG before his earthly 

birth. John identifies what we really need to understand about the Christmas Story, because a lot of 

times we focus on the details more than the “Big Picture.” And the "big picture" is what John wants us 

to get. John 1:1 "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 



made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the 

darkness, but the darkness has not understood it...”  

 Did you notice how John 1 started? Sounded a bit familiar, didn't it? Of course - Genesis 

1:1,“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” John wants us to know that Jesus 

didn’t BEGIN in Bethlehem! John is telling us that Jesus began LONG before that - that He is eternal, 

just like God is ETERNAL! In fact, this Jesus that was born to Mary in Bethlehem was there when the 

world was created. Before Bethlehem even existed - before the wood that made the manger was 

sprouting out of the ground and before Mary’s parents had ever even met, Jesus was. Then he goes 

on: John (1:3), “Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 

made. (Colossians 1:1617) “For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible 

and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and 

for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”  

 Pretty powerful stuff. In the beginning was the Word - the Word was with God and the Word 

was God. John wants to leave us no choice but to say that Jesus - the word - is God. If he is eternal - 

if he was at the creation - if all that was ever made was made through him - if all that IS simply holds 

together because of his sustaining power - what other conclusion can we come to? Jesus Christ - the 

Word -  was 100 % God.  

 John describes Jesus as the WORD, "logos" in the original Greek language – an expression of 

thought...reason...logic...the root of the word is "LOGO" - as in McDonalds - Nike - Apple - 

CocaCola... Jesus is the literal, physical expression of God.  

 Later on, in Colossians (1:15) we read that, “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 

over all creation.” Hebrews 1:3, “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation 

of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he 

sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.” 

 Oddly, Jesus Christ, by the church, from the very beginning, was considered both 100% God 

and 100% man 100% of the time. Impossible? Yes, of course it is - but the church has concluded that 

that's exactly what the scriptures teach...  

 John continues: (1:14), “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 

seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” The 

God who was knit together in the womb of a teenage girl....flesh and bone...baby - the one who spoke 

the world into being couldn’t make an understandable sound... The One who manipulated the stars 

into place couldn't control his hands and feet! (he was a baby). The one who holds the created 

universe together couldn’t even control his own bladder. And why? So that you and I could see his 

Grace and Truth! 

 His grace—favor that is neither deserved nor earned... 

 His truth—literally means “not hidden” God’s “who” and “What I AM” were completely revealed 

in the person of Jesus.  

 God didn’t send Mohammad, Buddha, Krishna, or Joseph Smith. No one ever claimed that He 

did. But He sent Jesus! And we read (John 1:4), “In him was life, and that life was the light of men.” 



 But there’s a problem... John (1:10-11) goes on to tell us,“He was in the world, and though 

the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his 

own, but his own did not receive him.” 

 The dark world shaded the light. The loud world wouldn’t listen to the Word. The self-

centered world wouldn’t welcome Him... 

  Is John’s message still relevant today? Is the world still blind? Deaf? Too self-absorbed to 

receive Jesus? John says (12-13), “To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God — children born not of natural descent, nor of human 

decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.”  

 So who is this baby that was born in Bethlehem that we celebrate at Christmas? He is the 

second person when God says, “let us make man in our image.”  

� He is the offspring of Adam in Eden who will crush the head of the serpent.  

� He is the one who shuts the door to Noah’s ark.  

� He is Melchizedek to whom Abraham bowed and tithed and worshiped.  

� He is the visitor who told Sarah that she was going to have a son.  

� He is the wrestler who touched the hip of Jacob at bethel. 

� He is the dream interpreter for Joseph. 

� He is the blood of the lamb of Moses’ Passover. 

� He is the captain of the Lord of Hosts for Joshua. 

� He is the Shepherd of David. 

� He is the Mighty God, Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace of Isaiah. 

� He is the driver of Elijah’s chariot of fire. 

� He is the fourth person in the fiery furnace. 

� He is the closer of the lions mouths for Daniel. 

� He is the breath of Ezekiel’s dry bones. 

� He is the Forgiver of sins and Forgetter of unrighteousness in Jeremiah. 

� He is the messenger of the new covenant we desire, says Malachi. 

� He is the son of David, the son of Mary –the Son of God. 

� He is Word made flesh, the light and life to the world. 

� He is the one and only son, who is God, Himself! 

� He is Jesus, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!  Hallelujah!  

 

 The point of Christmas is not just that Jesus was born in a manger in Bethlehem. The Point of 

the STORY is that You and I can be BORN AGAIN! The whole point of THE STORY is that God is 

willing to do whatever it takes to have a relationship with you and with me. The Old Testament is full 

of the stories of all the different prophets and people God sent in order to have a relationship with His 

people. The New Testament brings it to earth and teaches us the deep love of God. 


