
 

 

True Meaning of 

Christmas! 

 
A few years ago, my Christmas season 
centered on the arrival of a baby — our 
second child, due December 23. 
Exhausted with pregnancy, I skipped out 
on holiday gatherings, did less decorating 
and baking than usual, didn’t send cards 
and didn’t plan a holiday dinner, assuming 
— correctly, it turned out — I’d be in the 
hospital then.  
 
It was a strangely quiet Christmas season, 
with our focus on the impending arrival. 
But once our baby was born, in the last 
hour of Christmas Day, all the missed 
parties, caroling, cookie-indulging and 
even present-opening paled in comparison.  

All that truly mattered was God’s gift to 
our family of this one very special baby.  
 
Isn’t this how Christmas should always 
be? Seasonal activities are fun, but they 
hold meaning only if they deepen our 
focus on the coming of one very special 
Baby — the Christ-Child. Hold him in 
your heart this season, as I held my 
newborn that Christmas night. If the 
hustle and bustle distracts you from the 
Baby, put an end to it. If traditional 
activities prove more stressful than 
joyous, consider what you can let go of to 
embrace the true meaning of Christmas 
— the birth of Jesus, God’s gift of love.  

—Heidi Mann  

 
The Bible is the cradle wherein Christ is laid. 

—Martin Luther  

Please pray for: Sue Grant, Rollie Ramseyer, Duncan Burgess, Wayne Adamczyk   
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22  Howard Whitaker III 
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24  Steven Schafer 
 

26  Ernie LeFrancois 
 

27  Connie Hunter 
 

29  Charlotte Huggard 

7 and 11 p.m. 

Mt. Hope Literary and Chocolate Pie Eating Society is reading the classic 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer over the Christmas break. If you’ve never 
joined us, here’s your chance.  We’ll meet on Thurs, January 3 for supper at 6 
p.m. followed by a lively discussion.  
 
There will be no Tuesday morning nor Wednesday Bible Studies during the 

holiday weeks. Studies will resume on January 8 and 9.  
 
The Women’s Bible Study will resume on Thursday, January 10 at 12:30 p.m. 
for an 11-week study, There is a Season with Laurie Cole. Workbooks are 
available in the library for $15 each. please pay Sheri Beaman or Marge Mohler.  
 


