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 You had no way of knowing it - I usually don't broadcast it - but you’ve happened to come to 
church on Stewardship Sunday. Just to lighten up a pretty serious topic this morning, I’ve got a 
couple of humorous stewardship stories for you:  
 
 A man and his family were driving home from church one Sunday morning. The man wasn’t in 
a good mood. He complained, “The music was too loud. The sermon was too long. The 
announcements were unclear. The building was hot. The people were unfriendly.” He went on and 
on, complaining about virtually everything he had experienced that morning. Finally, his ten year old 
son said, very sincerely, “Come on, Dad, you’ve got to admit, it really wasn’t such a bad show for a 
dollar.” 

--------------- 
Two men were marooned on a dessert island. One man paced back and forth worried and 

scared while the other man sat back and was sunning himself. The first man said to the second man, 
"aren’t you afraid we are about to die? Who’s going to find us way out here?" "No," said the second 
man, "I’m not worried in the slightest. I make $100,000 a week and I tithe faithfully to my church. I'm 
pretty sure my Pastor will find me." 

--------------- 
I’ve finally figured out what it is that bothers me about Stewardship Sundays. I’ve been doing 

them every year for nearly 30 years now and have never been totally comfortable with them. Oh, from 
time to time I've given a Stewardship sermon that is pretty good, I’ll have to admit. I may be the only 
minister I know that has had a request to have a stewardship sermon put into a book of his sermons. 
And, a few years ago, one of you sitting here this morning was shopping for a church and attended 
three different churches on successive Sundays and just happened to hit each one on a Stewardship 
Sunday and decided that you liked mine best and stayed and became members and, I presume, 
excellent givers (after all, if  you heard three stewardship sermons in a row at three different 
churches, God is probably trying to tell you something)…. So I’m not too apologetic for the job I do. I 
try not to make anyone feel too guilty or too pressured to give more – just a little guilty and a little 
pressured… But for the most part, Stewardship sermons are hard to give because our money (YOUR 
money) is a pretty sensitive subject to broach. For all I know, every one of you are giving a tithe (10% 
of your earnings) or more. I have no way of knowing how much income you have and I don’t know 
who gives what, so I’m treading on dangerous ground and doing so pretty much in the dark.  

 
Did you know that Jesus talked about money more than he talked about both heaven and hell 

combined? A lot of ministers will make a lot of hay out of that little fact. It IS rather interesting. But it 
doesn’t mean that He believed that how we handle our finances is more important than our eternal 
destination – He talked a lot about money, but he most often used money as a metaphor for teaching 
his listeners about eternal life and the Kingdom of Heaven. THAT was his reason for bringing up 
money so often – money is something we can all relate to… To be honest, Jesus didn’t actually, 
intentionally – directly –  do very much teaching about money at all. He said a few things and they 
were quite pointed, but, for the most part, I think, money and what we do with it didn’t matter all that 
much to him. 

 
 Now, I don’t really have a problem speaking to you about sensitive issues. I do it all the time. 
Once in a while some of you will even accuse me of preaching directly at them that morning… What 
I’ve figured out this week, though, is that the reason I don’t care for stewardship sermons are their 
timing. Invariably a stewardship sermon is timed (and I set the schedule, so I guess the fault is all 
mine) – it is timed to be just before the church’s stewardship drive. It’s slotted there for obvious 
reasons. It makes logical sense. The Trustees are about to ask you to fill out a giving card. They want 
me to soften you up – to loosen the purse strings – to put a spiritual spin on their job…  Don’t get me 



wrong. The job the Board of Trustees does is most certainly a spiritual one. They WANT to put God’s 
stamp of approval on their giving cards and they think I ought to help from the pulpit - - - and I couldn’t 
agree more. But we’re not the Kiwanis club or the PTA or the bowling team or the Garden Club. In 
those groups and most other groups a person might belong to, the leadership looks at the budget and 
the number of members, divides up the total and then they say, “this amount is your fair share. If you 
each give ‘x’ number of dollars, we will be fine.” And it doesn’t matter if it is an organization that gets 
its finances from membership fees or donations or dues, that’s basically how it works - a simple 
mathematical equasion. And by having Stewardship Sunday just before the Stewardship drive, we 
are unconsciously – and unintentionally – saying that is how we work too. Say we have a budget of 
$250,000. Divide that by 120 giving units. If every giving unit gives $2000 per year (an average of $40 
per week), our budget will be satisfied and we can pay our bills and everyone will be happy. That 
would work. But that isn’t how it is supposed to work with the church (or, at least, it shouldn’t be). You 
see, your giving and my giving should have nothing whatsoever to do with the budget. If we even 
THINK about giving our “fair share” we are thinking wrongly.  Your giving and my giving ought to be 
based on our relationship to God and not our relationship to the church budget (admittedly, the 
church budget IS related to our giving – but our giving shouldn’t be related to the church budget). Our 
giving is based on our commitment to Biblical principles and our love for God and our love for the 
church and other charitable organizations and our desire to see the gospel proclaimed in its various 
forms throughout the world – and there are no budget considerations in there. The budget of the 
church will be derived from our giving but must never dictate our giving. 
 
 Jesus’ teachings throughout the entire New Testament were revolutionary for his time and 
continue to be today. Jesus always played down what people do – whether their actions were good 
or bad – what we do is simply what we do. Rather, he invariably focuses on our INTENTIONS. His 
teaching: WHY you do or don’t do something is far more important than the action itself. What is in 
your mind and in your heart determines righteousness or sin far beyond what actions do. 
 
 Jesus loved to take the rules and laws of the Old Testament and turn them on their heads and 
make the action or non-action secondary to the motivation and intention that goes on internally. You 
remember - he said:  “You’ve heard it said ‘thou shalt not murder’ but I say to you that if you’ve 
wished someone dead, you have committed that sin.” Or, “You’ve heard it said ‘thou shalt not commit 
adultery’ but I say to you that if you’ve lusted after another man’s wife you have committed adutery 
with her in your heart.” He does the same thing with our giving. Throughout the Old Testament the 
people are told to tithe – to give 10% of what God gives them back into God’s service. Jesus says, 
“Look, that was just a guideline. You mustn’t forget the truth of the matter: 100% of what you have 
belongs to God. Without God giving you talent and energy and ability and work ethic and a certain 
amount of luck, you’d be without anything. You came into the world with nothing and you’ll leave with 
nothing. ALL OF IT belongs to God. Don’t get sidetracked by this 10% thing. That’s totally arbitrary. 
The point of it was so that the temple wouldn’t become the Kiwanis Club and be supported by dues. If 
people were instructed to give 10%, they would give more in fat years and less in lean years but know 
that they had given their fair share. But I tell you: DON’T give your fair share! Listen to your heart 
and listen to the Holy Spirit within you. ASK God what proportion or how much this year you should 
be giving. He’ll reveal it to you.”  
 
 Now, that’s pretty revolutionary – and SO Congregational. WE aren’t going to tell you how 
much to give. We’re not going to tell you even what proportion to give. We’re just saying that it is a 
matter of prayerful consideration and a counting of your blessings and an acknowledgement that God 
really IS the owner of all you have and expects you to be faithful stewards of whatever He has 
entrusted you with. 
 
 Do you see how freeing that is? You don’t have to feel put-upon. You don’t have to feel 
pressured. You don’t have to feel that maybe you aren’t giving as much as your neighbor and thus 



feel a bit inadequate. All you have to do is know that God expects you to give what He suggests to 
you as appropriate in the depths of your heart - - and give that amount.  
 
 Now, I’ve always been a firm believer in proportional giving. I’ve told you that over and over 
again for years. I believe in that because my own pipeline to the voice of God is often a bit muddled 
and I don’t always hear very clearly just what it is that God is saying. So at least once each year I say 
to God: “God, what should I be giving this year? Should I give 5% of my income or 6% or 7% or 8%?” 
I always start with 5% - - I’m human. I don't mean to lowball God, but I want to keep for myself all I 
can. I like the idea of keeping 95%. I think I can very nicely live on 95% of what God gives me. But 
God has never actually given me the green light to 5%. That Old Testament 10% keeps coming into 
my mind and I know that is what God wants from me. But that’s me. It may well be different for you. If 
you’ve never been a proportional giver, you may actually hear God saying, in His almost inaudible but 
unmistakable voice, “Give 3% this year. We’ll start there. Give it a shot and see what I do in your 
life….” Like I said, I don't know how much you make nor how much you give, but my guess is that if 
every wage earner at Mt. Hope gave just 3% our budget would NEVER be in the red. 
 
 Proportional giving is one of God’s more brilliant ideas. Since He ultimately controls everything, 
whenever the church or other charitable organizations need an infusion of cash, all God has to do, if 
people are giving proportionately, is to enrich His people – they automatically give more – and the 
bills are all paid. If we operated like Kiwanis or the Garden Club, God would have to bring in more 
paying members. That is good too, but a bit harder to accomplish, even for God, with that free will 
thing he invented and gave to all of us. 
 
 This next week you should be getting a letter from the church. If you don't you aren't on our 
mailing list. Please call the church office and get on the list... When you see the church logo in the 
upper left corner of the envelope you will know what it is. It’s the annual stewardship drive “giving 
card” letter. No surprise. It came just days after the Stewardship Sermon at church. Timing is 
everything. And I love the fact that Mt. Hope has never had to bang away at members to give more 
and more. We’ve never had to implement some of the newer “giving campaign” strategies used by so 
many churches. I’ve heard members of other churches complain about their church always asking for 
more money. We’ve never had to because many Mt. Hope people give in accordance as God has 
blessed them and the money comes in. The budget is always tight, but we survive.  
 
 But this week I urge you to not just put in your standard giving amount for the month or year. 
Pray about proportional giving. Ask God to give you a percentage that you can live with and then 
commit to giving as God provides. Listen to God this week. He WILL speak if you are willing and 
ready to listen and obey. 
 
 
  


