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 I don't know whether it is true or not, but the story goes that Leonardo da Vinci was once at work for a 

long period of time on one of his great masterpieces. He had worked for days - perhaps weeks -  to create his 

latest work of art and it was near completion. Standing near him was a young student artist who spent much of 

his time watching Da Vinci paint in amazement - - amazed as he watched a true master with the brush. Just 

before the painting was finished, da Vinci turned to the young artist and gave him the brush and said, "You 

finish it." The student, of course, shrunk at the idea of such a thing and began to back away, saying he couldn't 

possibly add to what his teacher had done. At which da Vinci said, , "Will not what I have done inspire you to 

do your best?" 

 

 • In a survey of 300,000 church goers, ¾’s of them said they began going to church because somebody 

invited them. ¾! 75%  - the overwhelming majority! Think about how you started coming to Mt. Hope. How 

did it happen? Maybe you grew up here like Wendy Hardy, but most of us didn't. How did you happen to first 

walk through the doors?  

 • That same survey stated that  fewer than 3% of unchurched people will ever just walk into a church 

building on their own. 3%!!! Chances are even you didn't. 

 

 Did you invite someone this week? Like I said last Sunday, if  you invite someone to come on Easter, it 

is VERY possible they will. All the world wants to be in church on Easter and Christmas. They just need to 

know where and when to go. Invite them - they will come. 

 

 This week we’re looking at another disciple and how he came to follow Jesus. 

His name is Matthew, sometimes called Levi. Matthew was - of course - the author of the Gospel of Matthew.  

Church tradition has it that he spent about 15 years in the Holy Land after Jesus' resurrection - working with the 

early church in Jerusalem. After which he went to Persia and perhaps Ethiopia, and it’s said he suffered 

martyrdom by being run through with a sword. 

 

 Andrew and Peter were the first Jesus called to follow him. Both had fairly respectable jobs as 

fishermen. The other disciples, too, were respectable men in the community. But  Matthew was different. 

Matthew was the only man whose job was absolutely despised by just about everyone. He was an IRS man on 

steroids. His job was to collect as much tax from his fellow Jews as was possible.  

 

 The Gospels reflect the low esteem Tax collectors were held by twice comparing them to prostitutes, 

and eight times referring to sinners - and then saying that tax collectors were a separate special classification of 

a sinner. April 15 is coming. That was the best day of the year for Matthew and his colleagues. Big payday! 

 

 Tax collectors were regarded as traitors to Israel because they collected taxes for the hated Romans. And 

not only were they seen as traitors, but also as thieves, because Rome only required a fixed sum to be collected 

but allowed the tax collectors the right to charge people any amount above that sum for their own pay… and 

sometimes they would charge exorbitant amounts. The people had to pay whatever the tax collectors demanded 

because these were the representatives of Rome. If they didn't there would be extremely severe consequences. 

 

 Matthew was not a warm and fuzzy guy. He knew what it was to be hated. 

 

 Now along comes Jesus - walking down the road - and he stops right in front of Matthew’s tax 

collecting booth. And He says two words: “Follow me.”  

 Matthew jumps right up, closes shop and leaves everything to follow Jesus. In fact, he gets so excited 

about following Jesus, that he holds a meal and invites all his friends (although I'm sure it was a small dinner 

party because he no doubt had very few friends)… to come and meet this Jesus. 

 



 That’s the story - now what can we learn from it?  

 

 1st, Jesus went LOOKING for Matthew. Jesus only had 12 disciples… close followers that would 

eventually become His apostles. These were men who would be the builders of His early church. And here 

Jesus hand-picks Matthew to be one of those followers. 

 

 A lot of people wouldn’t have picked Matthew. There are some congregations who only want 

‘respectable’ people coming to their church. In fact, the Pharisees saw Jesus eating with Matthew and his 

friends and they were offended that a supposed rabbi - a holy man - would stoop so low. 

 

 But men like Matthew were the people Jesus looked for. He wasn't interested in those who felt they were 

better than others. He wanted those who were sick inside and who wanted to change their lives. 

 

 I read an account of a man who told about when he was a teenager, "there was this very tough girl in 

town," he said. "She was a biker-type who wore leather, swore like a sailor, loved to instigate fights, drink, do 

drugs, and generally just scare people with her frightening behavior." 

  He says, “I was afraid of her because she had harassed and assaulted a friend of mine, and I had heard 

the stories of how she had threatened this guy, or hit that girl. 

 “Several years later, I met this same young woman in a restaurant I was working at. She looked so 

different I didn’t immediately recognize her. It turns out she had become a Christian and said it had made a 

wonderful change in her life.  

 "My mistake was that I wrongly assumed she could never be interested in spiritual matters…. I never 

made that mistake again. I should have known better; understood that with God, all things are possible!  

 

 That rough hewn, profane, dangerous biker woman eventually came to a point in her life when she was 

ready to change. And Jesus looked for Matthew… because He knew Matthew was ready to change. He was 

tired of who he was and what he was doing but didn't know what to do about it. 

 

 That’s the 2nd thing we need to learn from this story of Matthew: There are people out there that we 

just don’t think are interested. Their lives seem so different from ours - so ungodly - so secular - we assume 

they would never be interested in church or God or anything spiritual… so we don’t invite them. 

 

 Lee Strobel once wrote a book where he described the Top Ten Beliefs of someone he called 

“Chesterfield Charlie” - the typical unchurched person: 

 

10. Charlie has rejected church, but that doesn’t necessarily mean he has rejected God. 

9. Charlie is morally adrift, but he secretly wants an anchor. 

8. Charlie doesn’t understand Christianity, but he’s also ignorant about what he claims to believe in. 

7. Charlie doesn’t just ask, "Is Christianity true?" Often, he’s asking: "Does Christianity  

work and how can I experience it?" 

6. Charlie is no longer loyal to denominations, but he is attracted to places where his needs will be met. 

5. Charlie isn’t much of a joiner, but he’s hungry for a cause he can connect with. 

4. Even if Charlie’s not spiritually sensitive, he wants his children to get quality moral training. 

3. Charlie is proud that he’s tolerant of different faiths, but he thinks Christians are narrow minded. 

2. There’s a good chance Charlie would try church if a friend invited him. 

1. Charlie doesn’t want to be somebody’s project, but he would like to be somebody’s friend. 

 

 In other words some of those folks that you and I may have written off a long time ago may be ready to 

be invited now. Things change in life... Someone once said that every person has a God-shaped vacuum inside 

that longs to be filled. Eventually - if they know how to get there - it will be. 

 

 Dr. Walt Larimore, in Focus on the Family Magazine (November 2002 p. 18) says that 



studies show that between nine and 26 significant relationships are involved in each person who makes a choice 

for Christ. What’s he’s saying is – people often become Christians because they’ve interacted with as few as 9 

people and as many as 26. If you invite someone to church- you might be the 1st person to introduce someone 

to Jesus - they'll need nine others to do likewise... or you might be the 26th … and you'll have the wondrous 

honor of bringing them into the Family of God. 

 

 The 3rd thing we learn from the story of Matthew's call is that every new person we bring to Christ 

has friends. Matthew had friends… not many… but the ones he did have he wanted to share his new found 

faith with.  

 The problem for many Christians is that – once you’ve been in the church so long everybody you know 

is a church goer. I had a couple of you tell me that last Sunday. "Everyone I know has a church" they said. My 

response was, "But do they go? Invite them to YOUR church if they don't." 

 

  Sometimes we have to be a bit creative to reach others 

 

• The gospels record 132 contacts that Jesus had with people.  

• Six were in the Temple. 

• Four in various synagogues  

• 122 were out with the people in the mainstream of life.  

 

 Does your hairdresser or barber have a church? 

 Does your favorite bank teller have a church? 

 Does that girl at the check-out at the grocery store you see every week have a church? 

 Does your pet groomer have a church? 

 

 We see people all the time on a regular basis. We don't call them friends, but we know them and they 

know us. Some of them do, indeed, have their own churches. But I would bet you don't really know, do you? 

 Give them one of our "I Love My Church" cards. Invite them. What's the worse thing that can happen?  

 I gave one to one of my racquetball partners this week. He took it, looked at it, asked where the church 

was. He told me he is a Methodist and sings in a men's ensemble. Then he asked a question I didn't expect him 

to ask. He asked, "Who's the minister?" It was kind of fun.. 

 

 The Last thing I noticed in Matthes's story is that Jesus didn’t have to say much. All He had to say was 

“follow me”. Kind of like us just saying “I’d like to invite you to church - come some time.” 

 But what’s so unique about this brief conversation between Jesus and Matthew is that Matthew responds 

immediately. He packs up his goods, and leaves everything to follow Jesus. 

 

 How come? 

 

 I suppose Jesus did have the advantage of being God, but He would later on tell us we an do the same 

thing: (John 14:12)  “whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater 

things than these, because I am going to the Father.”  

 

 You see - a lot of us believe that they need to “talk” others into becoming Christians or even going to 

church. We don't. We invite them to church. We show them Christ through our lives. We show them we care. 

We demonstrate the goodness of God. God does everything else. 

 

 When Jesus approached Matthew… the Spirit had already been doing His thing. 

Thus, when Jesus said “Follow Me” – Matthew was primed and ready.  

 

 God is already working in the hearts and lives of people you know, preparing them for your impact on 

their lives. That impact might well serve them well for eternity. 



 

 Next Sunday is Palm Sunday. You know the beauty of the day at Mt. Hope. You know people you know 

would enjoy it as much as we all do. Do they know its here? Do they know you'd love to have them come? The 

following Sunday is Easter. People LOOK for a place to attend worship on Easter Sunday. Let them know we'd 

love to have them at Mt. Hope... the church you love. 


