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Jesus - Part 2. The 23rd sermon in "The Story" series delivered at Mt. Hope by Rev. Steven Schafer on March 

3, 2013. Text: John 1: 6-36. 

 

 For the next five weeks we will be looking at the life of Jesus. Now, to you that may seem like a long 

time (all the way to Easter) but to me its a high pressure - getting it all in - kind of work. My message, as a 

pastor, has always been the life and teachings and work of Jesus. I've spent YEARS trying to say what I'm 

expected to say in "The Story" in the next month. Theoretically, if I do this next five weeks right and you do 

your homework, you won't ever have to come to church again because you'll know it all... Although, the reason 

you should be coming to church is not to learn about Jesus or anything else. We should all be coming to church 

to worship God - to be drawn closer to His spirit - and to become just a little bit more like Him. Whatever you 

learn along the way is frosting on the cake, really. Worship is the thing - allowing God to sit back for an hour in 

your life and just watch and listen to you tell Him how great you think He is - thanking him for his generosity - 

loving him through offerings of song and scripture reading and prayer.... 

 

 Last week we saw how Jesus came as one of us, as a baby, a baby who would change everything, and he 

came to show us who God the Father is. 

 

 This week we are going to pick up with the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. Between His birth and 

this point in his life (approximately age 30) the Bible gives us very little information as to what Jesus' life was 

like or what He was like.  

 

 Eight days after his birth he was brought to the temple where Simeon circumcised him and somehow 

recognized that this little baby was the one he had been waiting for all his life - the Messiah. The next time we 

see Jesus is at about age two when Joseph is warned in a dream that Herod was about to kill the babies in 

Bethlehem and the little family head for Egypt and safety - this is where the Magi find them and bring them 

those famous gifts of Gold, frankincense and myrrh.  

 

 They are there for perhaps a little over a year - Jesus is 3 or nearly 4 now. Joseph again has a dream 

telling him to return to Israel - going back to the hometown of Nazareth. 

 

 We know nothing of Jesus childhood then until he is twelve years and His family travels to Jerusalem to 

celebrate the Passover. On their way home Jesus was thought to be traveling with friends but he wasn't. Mary 

and Joseph realized that Jesus had been left back in Jerusalem. Ever leave you child somewhere? Abi loves to 

remind me that I used to do that all the time with her. We'd be here at church on a Sunday morning and, when 

we lived across the field, we'd walk. Sue would often leave before me and eventually I'd make my way home - 

only to find that Abi hadn't come home with Sue and I hadn't seen her around when I left - so I'd traipse back 

over to pick her up - sometimes meeting her on the way across the field - a bit chagrined that I had left her 

behind again...   

 After a frantic search they returned to Jerusalem and found Jesus in the temple listening and learning 

from the teachers. When they find him Mary says to Jesus (Luke 2:48): “Son, why have you treated us like 

this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”  

 Twelve year old Jesus says: “Why were you searching for me? Didn’t you know I had to be in my 

Father's house?” 

 

 Jesus says “I had to be” which gives us the sense that even by age 12, Jesus felt an obligation to allow 

his life to be controlled by God the Father. And by his statement “in my Father’s house” we see that Jesus was 

already aware of being the Son of God.  

 

 The next time we see Jesus is eighteen years later - at age thirty when he shows up at the Jordan River 

where John the Baptist is baptizing everyone he can convince to repent of their sins and turn to God. “Listen up 
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everyone:  the kingdom of God is near so you need to repent and be baptized. Turn from your old way of life 

and turn back to God because the Messiah, God’s deliverer, is coming to restore the Kingdom of God”. 

 

 Through most of the Old Testament, we saw how the people of Israel would repeatedly fall away from 

God and God would send prophets to call the people to repent and to turn back to God. Sometimes they were 

successful - usually not so much. But here we have one of those prophets again - after 400 years of having no 

prophets - John is quite a novelty and, I might add, a very peculiar man (as were all the prophets). John dresses 

in camel’s skin and eats honey and locust and lives out in the desert. John is that crazy guy who lives out on the 

edge of society.  

 

 When I think of John the Baptist I always think of the street preacher with his bullhorn and soap box 

standing on a street corner. He’s the kind of guy that makes people make a wide circle around him and try not to 

make eye contact with him as they walk by. 

 

 But John the Baptist understood something that many people even today seem to get wrong. John knew 

that he was not God - he was not the messiah - he was nothing so special. He was just a servant of God. I am 

always fascinated by the narcissism so prevalent in our world today. People refuse to believe in God because he 

does something or doesn't do something or allows something. "I can't believe in a God who..." It doesn't matter 

what YOU or I believe in. God is God and does what He does and our belief that we can sculpt God into what 

we think He should or shouldn't do is absurd...  

 

 John understood that his role was primarily just to be a herald, a messenger declaring that the one who 

would usher in the kingdom of God was on his way so we had better get ready. 

 

 So while John is baptizing people and calling them to repentance he is also saying “Look I’m pointing to 

someone who is so much bigger than me that you MUST see,” Jesus comes to the river to be baptized and John 

immediately knows that THIS is the Messiah. We read (Matthew 3:13-14)
 "

John tried to deter him, saying, 'I 

need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?  I’m not even fit to tie your shoes. I need to be baptized by 

you!'" 

 

 Have you ever wondered why. Why did Jesus need to be baptized by John? Jesus certainly didn’t need 

to repent of any sin and be baptized like a sinner like us. 

 

 The answer is this: Jesus identifies himself with us. If Jesus, as the Messiah, is going to save sinners, He 

must be identified with sinners. He is fully man, one of us, yet He Himself is without sin. You see, baptism 

MEANS To be identified. Justin and Joy brought Benjen to be baptized this morning so that he would 

IDENTIFIED as part of the family of the church and as such to be brought up in such a way that he will one day 

IDENTIFY Jesus as his Lord. 

 

 So now having been publicly identified with those whom he came to save, Jesus is publicly declared to 

be the Son of God by God Himself. Matthew (3:16-17) says  

At that moment heaven was opened, and the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 

And a voice from heaven said, 'This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.'”  

 

 Here in this passage we find that all three persons of the Trinity present and active all at once. God the 

Father speaks; God the Son is baptized; God the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus.  

 

 In His baptism Jesus identifies himself with us as being fully human and the Father identifies Jesus as 

the Son of God, fully God.  
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 But there is a third spiritual being present and witnessing all this too - Satan - and he is not happy. He 

immediately begins plotting and planning. How will he destroy this one who has come to destroy him? How can 

he stop the plan of God!? 

 

 Right after Jesus is baptized he is drawn, somehow, into the wilderness for a time meditation and prayer 

and fasting. After 40 days we are told that Jesus was hungry. That's a bit of an understatement, I think - he was 

hungry! That’s when Satan shows up. 

 

 Satan’s goal in tempting Jesus was to get Him to sin in an effort to stop God’s plan for salvation. If Jesus 

sinned He would be disqualified to be the Savior. On the other hand, God’s purpose in leading Jesus to the 

wilderness was not to tempt him to sin but so that he could be tested and therefore is worthy to be the Savior.  

 

The first test (Matthew 4:3)  

 

1. Jesus was tempted to feed His desires "If [since] you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 

Theoretically, Jesus could have done that. But that would short circuit the fasting - the going without food to 

focus on spiritual things. So Jesus responds: "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.'"  

  

 Jesus knows that it is better to obey God’s Word than to satisfy our human desires.  

 Probably not a bad lesson for us to learn. We are constantly bombarded with ads and a society that tells 

us everything is OK - if it feels good it can't be bad. But we KNOW that's often contrary to what God tells us. 

We DON'T live by the desires of our nature (or shouldn't) - but by the Word of God and His righteousness... 

Food, being hungry and eating are good, but the timing for Jesus was wrong. He was in the desert to fast, not to 

eat. The only way we can ever truly be satisfied is to be true to what we know would be pleasing to God. 

  

 The next temptation (Matthew 4:6). Jesus is tempted to do His own thing. Satan somehow takes Jesus to 

the highest point of the temple and he says to him: “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down. For it is 

written: "'He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that 

you will not strike your foot against a stone.'"  

 Here Satan uses a tactic that is old as humankind. He first used it in the Garden with Adam and Eve. He 

quotes Scripture but twists it and to make it say what he wants it to say.  

 

 This is dangerous! This is why it is so important that us study and know the Bible for ourselves. This is 

exactly why we are working our way through the Story.   

 

 Satan is quoting from Psalm 91: 11-12 and it does, indeed say what he said it says but out of context. In 

the context the psalmist is saying God has commissioned angels to care for and to protect those who have 

committed their ways to following God, not their own way.  

 

 Jesus answers him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'"  

 

 Jesus is saying that we cannot expect God to protect us when we are acting outside of his will. I can’t do 

my own thing if what I want is not what God wants and still expect God's blessing and protection. We can’t do 

whatever we want and still expect God to protect us and provided for us. And then we end up blaming Him for 

our consequences. 

 

Finally: Jesus was tempted to go for the gold (Matthew 4:8-9): “Again, the devil took him to a very high 

mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 
 
"All this I will give you," he 

said, "if you will bow down and worship me."  
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 Satan is called the god of this age in 2 Corinthian (4:4) and the prince of the world in John (12:31). All 

Jesus had to do was bow down to him. He could have it all…now. No cross, no suffering, no waiting. 

 

 Today Satan offers us the world by trying to entice us with materialism and power. The world says work 

harder, sacrifice your family to get ahead. You should have that new car, that vacation home. You deserve it. 

...We can resist temptations the same way Jesus did.  

 

Jesus simply said “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him 

only.'"  

 

 When we are tempted to compromise or to try to take short cuts to gain what is only temporary all we 

need do is say "Away from me Satan!" Do you know what happened when Jesus told him to be gone? He went 

and tempted him no more... WE can do that too. When we are tempted, if we acknowledge from where the 

temptation comes we can claim God's power and simply tell Satan to stop and to go away. 

 

 The Next time we Jesus he is at a wedding. You know the story - water into wine and all that. The thing 

is, I'm not so sure Jesus was quite ready to come out of the Messiah closet and be revealed for who he was and 

what he could do. His mother knew, of course, but no one else except John the Baptist... and dear old mom, 

when they run out of wine says, "No problem. Jesus can take care of that..." And at that point Jesus nature is 

revealed in his heart toward others. He didn't want his mother nor the wedding hosts to be embarrassed so he 

performed that odd miracle - no healing, no demon casting, no water walking - just providing a beverage at a 

party... 

 

 Then, weeks or months later, John the Baptist, who by now is in prison and is waiting to be put to death, 

sends his disciples to Jesus. He's pretty sure he was right, but before he dies he just has to know. "Ask him," 

(Matthew 11:3) “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?”  

 

 Jesus said, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, 

those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the 

poor...[What do you think?]"  

 

 Have you been baptized, identified yourself as a Child of God through faith in the Son of God. Do you 

call upon the Holy Spirit who now lives in you to guide you and to give you the power you need to live a holy 

life? Are you bolding living out your faith in acts of service and compassion? Jesus came to tell you you can 

and should... Make Him Lord of your life every day and let His story become Your story. 

 

 


