
Judges. A sermon written by Rev. Steven Schafer delivered at Mt. Hope on November 18, 2012. Text: Judges 

6:1-10; 11-24. 

 We just finished a presidential election in this country. We heard issues and non-issues discussed during 

the campaigns and once in a while some astute commentator would mention something that no candidate says 

out loud but is at the core of their tenure if elected and really is very important. Every four years you can count 

on the fact that one or more Supreme Court justices will retire and the sitting president has the 

opportunity/responsibility to appoint replacements - replacements that will sit on the bench LONG after that 

president is out of office and will be there no matter which political party is in the White House. Right now we 

have four justices in their 70's and Ruth Bader Ginsberg just turned 80. No one has said anything about retiring 

any time soon but the Harvard Journal of Law did a study and concluded that the average age of justices to 

finish their terms is 78.7... 

 

 Judges - what an awesome and fearsome job to have... I'd be terrible at it. In college I played a little 

inter-mural softball and was asked to umpire a game once. It was one of the worst experiences of my life. To be 

SURE of making the right decision in the midst of vocal opposition was tremendous pressure. After my one 

game as ump I quit playing altogether. That's how much I hated it. 

 

 The Israelites were now ensconced in Israel. They had routed most of the other inhabitants and they 

finally had a homeland they could call their own. It's been seven hundred years since Father Abraham got the 

"Chosen People" thing going. Now they have a home. Now they have a settled tabernacle - a place to worship 

that is always in one place. They have the law of Moses to guide their society. They have the sacrificial system 

to take care of their sins and receive forgiveness. Life was good....  

 

 We can understand that - especially today on Heritage Sunday. The Pilgrims were much like the 

Israelites. They "arrived" and had taken residence. They had faith. They were filled with hope. They had found 

a great place to settle. Yes, the place was already inhabited, but that could be worked out (the Pilgrims wanted 

to befriend the natives so that wasn't quite like the Israelites). 

 

 But there was that one issue that kept coming up - for the Pilgrims as well as for the Israelites. There 

was still sin in their hearts right along with faith in God. They had both been lead by God to their new home. 

They had been saved repeatedly from disaster and death. But have you ever noticed how easy it is to forget God 

when things are going well?  Joshua lives to be one hundred and ten and then he dies. His generation rests on 

their laurels but fail to pass on the stories of God's deliverance to their children. ONE GENERATION in the 

Promised land and the people had forgotten all that God had done and who Yahweh was. They had started again 

to worshipping idols. 

 

 We hear all the time that the church is just one generation away from extinction. It's true. If we don't 

teach our children the things of God - if we don't show them by example that church/worship is a priority in life 

- if we fail to pass on our heritage of faith in very intentional ways - they will not be church goers when they 

grow up. They won't be people of faith. They won't be Christians because we haven't modeled what that means 

to them. If you are a sporadic church-goer, do you think they will grow up to be regular in their attendance? If 

you sleep in on Sunday mornings or go shopping or watch TV instead of worshipping God do you think they 

will grow up to see worshiping God as something essential on a Sunday morning? Don't fool yourself. They 

won't. What they see you doing on Sunday morning is EXACTLY what they will do on Sunday mornings when 



they grow up - probably amplified. If you attend church only 3 times a month they will attend only 1 or 2 or 

none. "Wasn't important for mom and dad" they think, "it's not for me either." 

 

 A pattern developed in Israel that is quite observable and probably somewhat universal in society and in 

our individual lives: 

 First sin comes into play. The reason the Israelites found other gods to worship was because THEY 

allowed them to get away with more than the LORD. You see, if you spread out the authority among numerous 

gods none of them has the whole picture in mind. One controls the crops, another fertility, another the weather, 

another health... In fact, if you read Greek mythology, you find that the gods were almost as morally bankrupt 

as the people wanted to be. But the LORD established standards to live by. The LORD insists that when you 

violate one of His laws you are in need of repentance, making a sacrifice (a payment or making restitution) and 

forgiveness. Let's face it, the other gods of this world are a lot more fun than ours. That is as true today as it was 

in Promised Land times. Our God says tithe - gods of finance say save, invest, buy, borrow, cheat and steal if 

necessary. Our God says stay chaste - the gods of the flesh say lust, laugh, enjoy freely. Our God says don't lie - 

the gods of truth say twist, spin, pervert to whatever advantage you can gain. Our God says 'Honor my name 

and my day' - the gods of the tongue say vocabulary doesn't matter. Using the 'f' word and the 'd' word and the 

's' word and any other letter that designates profanity is just fine. Working and making others work 24/7 is the 

way we like it. 

 

 But sin has its consequences. God is not an ogre. The rules are there to protect us and to give us a good 

life for the long-haul. 

 In Israel the consequence was that God washed His hands of the people. "I've given them everything. 

I've rescued them from slavery. I've given them a homeland. I've provided all they need. If they don't appreciate 

it, I'll simply turn my back on them for a while." 

 

 So God allows the Mesopotamians to oppress them for 8 years; the Moabites for another 18 years; the 

Canaanites for 20 years; the Midianites for 7 years; the Ammonites for 18 years; and the Philistines for 40 

years. (By the way, if they had done what God had instructed a generation ago those people's would no longer 

exist to oppress them). 

 

 The next phase of the cycle is repentance. SOMEONE pulls out the old writings and does some reading 

and says, "Hey, look! The God our forefathers followed did all these amazing things... Listen to this...  Do you 

suppose He still exists? Maybe we need to stop all this idol worship and 'fun' stuff and get serious about God 

(with a big G)." And so they make a 180 degree turn (that's what repentance means, by the way). They turn their 

backs on the pagan gods and return to the faith of their fathers. Now, I don't know how that works in an entire 

nation but I wish I did - or I wish SOMEONE did - we need to repent in America - to turn from some of the 

degradation of society - from worshipping all the gods that have popped  up in the past 400 years and take a 

look at how it was back in Pilgrim days. Not perfect by any means, but so much more God-dependent and God-

fearing than we are now. We need to return to that. I don't know if we've strayed so far that that is impossible or 

not, but I hope not. I look at you and have hope. I look at you and know God is still listened to. I look at you 

and know that the survival of Christ's church on earth is in your hands... YOU need to turn it around... But 

you're not alone. God will give you the help you need.  

 

 In Israel God's help came in the form of Judges. Their job was to help overcome the oppressors and to 

lead the people back to God. It took a long time (300 years - longer than it took to get into the mess in the first 



place) but each judge made progress as they cast off their oppressors. Judge Othniel delivers them from the 

Mesopotamians; Ehud delivers them from the Moabites; Deborah from the Canaanites; Gideon from the 

Midianites; Jephthah from the Ammorites and Samson from the Philistines. You've heard of some of them, but 

it doesn't matter. They did their job of deliverance from the sinful practices of the gods of their world and 

turning the people back to the LORD. 

 

 Society needs to deal with the sin gene that exists in the soul of every person and the sins that seems to 

dominate every culture. The Pilgrims sat down and wrote up the Mayflower Compact - a code of conduct for 

the peaceful and smooth operation of their society. The Israelites already had the law of Moses (the Ten 

Commandments). It was time to get back to the basics and to look to God.  

 But it's not just on a national level the pattern fits. It fits your life and mine... 

 

 SIN - ask yourself: Am I chasing the wrong things right now? Do I have mixed up priorities? Do I have 

an addiction or an addictive personality and it has captured me? Am I in some way mistreating other people? 

 

 When we have sin in our lives God simply cannot be as close as He once was or wants now to be. He 

may not turn His back on you and allow 300 years of oppression, but it's incumbent to ask ourselves: How is 

my relationship with God affected by the way I am living right now - am I in the process of alienating God?  

Have I/am I destroying my relationships with others because of what I am doing on a daily basis? Will my sin 

affect my physical or emotional health? Will it ultimately affecting me financially? 

 Eventually, if we are honest with ourselves, repentance needs to come. We need to turn FROM what 

we have been doing and TO God and righteous life. Rachel once had a T-shirt she got at a Bible camp 

somewhere that said it in a wonderful way: "God Allows U-Turns." He does. It is never too late to say, "God, I 

blew it. I'm sorry. Will you help me turn it around?" And He will.  

 In religious terms that is called deliverance. God puts the pieces of our lives back together. He re-

instills himself on the throne of our lives. He heals us from the ravages of sin. He opens his arms wide and 

offers to hold us and love us and cherish us forever. 

 

 So - -  We are subject to sin and its pull. 

  When we sin we pull away from God. 

  When we repent it is all made right. 

  The relationship between us and God is re-established.  

 

 Relationship with God is our heritage. Pull out the Book and read the stories of His wonder. If you've 

strayed from the Kingdom, come back. You will always be welcome. 

 

 

 


