
The weekly newsletter of Mt. Hope Congregational Church 

Week of May 4-11, 2013—Contact us at MtHopeProw@gmail.com and visit mthope.com 

May 4—12, 2013 

 

Sat. Advocare Event    8:00 
  Wedding   3:00 
Sun.  Sunday school     9:30 
  Worship       10:30 
  Fellowship      11:30 
  Quarterly Mg.     12:00 
  Firm Faith   4:00 
Mon.    Flute Lessons       3:00 
Tues.   Bible Study         10:00 
  Book Club   6:00 
Wed.    Pioneer Club       6:30 
  Bible Study       6:30 
  Choir          7:30 
Thurs.  Brownies   6:00 
Sat. Men’s Breakfast   8:00 
  Youth Bike Trip  10:00 
Sun. Mother’s Day 

 

May 12 is Mother’s Day and Youth Sunday. May 12 is Mother’s Day and Youth Sunday.   

Along with honoring our moms, we will be Along with honoring our moms, we will be 

acknowledging the youth of Mt. Hope. All acknowledging the youth of Mt. Hope. All 

those who wish to participate in Youth those who wish to participate in Youth 

Sunday, are asked to meet in the Sunday, are asked to meet in the 

sanctuarysanctuary  at 9:30.at 9:30.    

Consumed by my loss, I didn't notice the hardness of the 

pew where I sat at the funeral of my  dearest friend - my 

mother. She had lost her long battle with cancer. The 

hurt was so intense; I found it hard to breathe. Always 

supportive, Mom clapped loudest at my school plays, 

offered tissues while listening to my first heartbreak, 

comforted me at my father's death, encouraged 

me in college and prayed for me my entire life.  
 

When her illness was diagnosed, my sister had a 

new baby and my brother had recently married his 

childhood sweetheart. So it fell on me, the 27-year-old middle child 

without entanglements, to take care of her. I counted it an honor.   
 

My life stretched out before me as an empty abyss. My brother sat 

stoically with his face toward the cross while clutching his wife's hand. 

My sister sat slumped against her husband's shoulder, his arms around 

her as she cradled their child. All so deeply grieving.   
 

My place had been with our mother, preparing her meals, helping her 

walk, taking her to the doctor, seeing to her medication, reading the 

Bible together. Now she was with the Lord. My work was finished, and 

I was alone. I heard a door open and slam shut at the back of the church. 

Quick footsteps hurried along the carpeted floor.... 
 

An exasperated young man looked around briefly and then sat next 

to me. He folded his hands and placed them on his lap. His eyes 

were  brimming with tears. He began to sniffle. “I'm late,” he explained, 

though no explanation was necessary.  

After a few moments, he leaned over and commented, 

“Why do they keep calling Mary by the name of 

Margaret?” “Because that was her name. No one called 

her Mary,” I whispered. I wondered why this person 

couldn't have sat on the other side of the church. He 

interrupted my grieving with his tears and fidgeting.  

Who was this stranger? 
 

“No, that isn't  correct,” he insisted, “Her name is 

Mary, Mary Peters.” “That isn't who this is.”  

“Isn't this the Lutheran church?” “No, that’s 

the church across the street.” “Oh!” “I believe you're at the wrong 

funeral, Sir.”  
 

The solemn occasion mixed with the realization of the man's mistake 

bubbled up inside me and came out as laughter. I cupped my hands over 

my face hoping it would be interpreted as sobs. The creaking pew gave 

me away. Sharp looks from other mourners only made the situation 

seem more hilarious. I peeked at the bewildered, misguided man 

seated  beside me; he was laughing, too, as he glanced around, 

deciding it was too late for an uneventful exit. I imagined Mother 

laughing. At the final 'Amen,' we darted out a door and into the parking 

lot. “I do believe we'll be the talk of the town,” he  smiled.  
 

That afternoon began a lifelong journey for me with this man who 

attended the wrong funeral but was in the right place. A year after 

meeting, we were married at a small church where he was the assistant 

pastor. This time we both arrived at the same church, right on time...  

God doesn't make mistakes.  

He puts us where we are to be! 

Please pray for . .  Wayne Adamczyk Chuck Brownell  Sue Grant  Lari Korpela  

Photos Wanted for Mt. Hope hallway walls. No 

contest. No deadline. Take a picture and send it to 

Pastor Schafer. We'll select as many as 20 and post 

them on in our halls on the walls.  

All Church Work Day is being planned for 

Saturday, May 18 beginning at 9 a.m. The Trustees 

have compiled a to-do list of projects. So plan to be 

here to help us get the job done!  

 
Many hands make light work! 



Mt. Hope Congregational Church 

Quarterly Meeting, February 10, 2013 

 

 

Opened with prayer at 11:59 a.m.  

Annual Meeting minutes for November 4, 2012 were accepted as printed. 

 

Pastor’s Report: New Year is going well so far with hopes that the recession is over with 2013 being a year 

of rebuilding at Mt. Hope. Good signs include increased kid population during worship and up to eight kids 

enjoying Pioneer Club. We will have a membership class this spring.  

 

Modernization of our video system continues with a new program to be installed soon. A class will be held to 

teach volunteers to use the system and spread out the responsibility on Sunday mornings. We continue with 

our vision for the future collunarium in courtyard area. More photos will be put up to brighten up hallways and 

visually show Mt. Hopers in action. Receiving new resident lists to be used for outreach.  

 

Collection of soup for the food bank at Kenwood Church of Christ was significant – we are the only 

contributors to their outreach program. Mt. Hopers are encouraged to continue reaching out and supporting 

missions. God has truly blessed us. Jim Weyand will be traveling in June on his 14th trip to Mexico. The 

Mission Board will contribute $100 toward travel for anyone interested in joining him.  

 

Youth Pastor’s Report: It’s been a fun year with a wonderful group of teenagers. We’re talking about serious 

subjects, developing relationships, growing in faith while focusing on missions and serving – big and small 

projects at least once per month -  playing games with seniors at nursing homes, pregnancy center workdays, 

support U.S. troop letters, PBJ and other ways to put Christian love in action.  

 

We have between 10-20 youth on a regular basis, combining Jr. and Sr. high and adult leaders Ken Harris, 

Wendy Hardy, Howard Whitaker and Kathy Kozakowski with David Lectka leading in worship music. 

Activities include: lock-in, Christmas party, Progressive Dinner. Summer mission trip will be to KY; asking 

college students to come as leaders. Children’s church going well, challenging and a lot of fun. Thank you to 

the congregation for their support that goes above and beyond expectations. Prayer walk on Wednesday at 6 

p.m. Invite congregation! Eph. 4:11-12; Romans 15:5-6; Eph. 4:15-16; Matt. 5:16; James 2:17-18, 26; Acts 

20:28 

 

Deacons: New Chair Wendy Webber; Co-chair Wendy Hardy; Secretary Rob LaBelle, 15 deacons – 

Successful Rally Day with potluck and entertainment by singer and accordionist. Heritage Dinner was served 

by a new caterer with 30 more people that last year joining us at a cost of $1,200. Launch of a new pictorial 

directory to come out in the spring. Mt. Hopers need to check info on hallway wall for corrections. Photos will 

be accepted through end of this week.   

 

Trustees: New Chair Ken Harris – Maintenance projects being addressed and boiler issues resolved. Enjoyed 

lower costs in 2012 due to mild winter with fewer snow plow and heat; 2013 costs expected to be higher. 

Thank you to outgoing trustees Glen Lundgren and Don Bramlett! 

 

Finance: Incomes increased by approximately $10,000 from 2011; MAC rental income $17,500 vs. expenses 

of $13,800. Congratulate Craig for booking our facility. Board and committee expenses were up 10%; utilities 

were down with a net loss of $9,221 at the end of 2012. Investment fund returns of $17,000 with $10,000 used 

for operating costs.  

 

Christian Ed: Curriculum is going well with The Story. 

 

Missions: Breakdown of giving to missions is available from Sheri Beaman. 



 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Social Fundraiser List: Consider fundraiser and social ideas – sheet of ideas provided. Excellent example is the 

Chili Cook-off in its 10th year organized by Spence Rife. Road Rally will be organized by Doris and Al Edwards.  

 

NAACC Requests a person be named for year-round delegate, Al Edwards agreed to take the position. National 

meeting will be in Orlando the 3rd week in June. International meeting will be in Great Britain last week of July.  

 

Spiritual Growth: What are we going to do as a church in the community? Special days for those who use our 

facility were suggested. Nurture spiritual growth and minister to each other by asking about prayer or how our 

relationship with God is going. Ramp up VBS. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Vacation Bible School: Amy Van Eeuwen and Wendy Webber will co-chair. 

 

Women’s One-day Retreat: Kathy Chapman and Kathy Kozakowski, co-chairs - Saturday, April 13 – a time for 

women to enjoy the presence of God and Christian fellowship. Bring a friend for small group discussions, activities 

and getting to know others.  

 

FOR THE GOOD OF MT. HOPE 

 

 Pastor Justin for his youthful energy and activities organized for younger kids.  

 Lynn Rife for being proactive in asking for Sunday greeters.  

 Barbara Chenot for putting together welcome packets. 

 Ernie Liebold for all the work he’s done on behalf of Trustees, as the go-to guy he doesn’t go unnoticed.  

 Craig Panizzoli for doing such a good job making the MAC a community outreach for Mt. Hope.  

 Pastor Steve, Justin Olivetti, Paul Hardy and Kim Quint for visiting.  

 Wendy Webber for leading Adult Sunday school.  

 Doris Edwards for her persistence in keeping the Bell Choir active and  

for the time and energy she commits to Rebekah Circle 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Noreen Panizzoli,  

Mt. Hope Clerk 


