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Move That Bus! The final sermon in "The Story" series presented by Rev. Steven Schafer at Mt. Hope on April 28, 2013. 

Text: Revelation 27:1-7. 

 

 Sue and I enjoyed watching a TV show that isn't on anymore. Probably you watched it at least once yourself. It 

was titled, "Extreme Home Makover." It was one of the better "reality" shows that have come out. The producers would 

identify a family who had been through a disaster of some kind or were, for some reason, in dire circumstances. Perhaps 

they had a severely handicapped child, had been out of work for a long period of time, or were just down on their luck and 

in desperate need. The twist seemed, most often, that the family, in spite of their own depravation, was involved in 

something that helped others or benefited the community in such a way that others were aware of the quality of their lives 

and work.   

 Ty Pennington, the host of the show, would show up with his crew and a huge crew of volunteers and either 

completely restore the home or they would, just as often, tear down the old house and build a whole new one. Ty and his 

team would take the time to learn about the family and then they would design the house with them in mind. Then the 

family would be sent off on a vacation for a week - usually Disney World - as you followed the team of designers and 

builders through the whole process as they worked against the clock to get it done by the time the family came home. 

Then, just as the last pieces of the new home were coming together, the family would return from their vacation. The 

family - the whole community gathered round - are shown outside the house with a big bus between them and the weekly 

"Extreme Home Makeover" project. Ty then leads the crowd and volunteers, chanting “Move that bus! Move that bus! 

Move that bus!” 

 It was remarkable to watch as the family saw their new home and were taken on a tour to see just how everything 

had been designed and made just with them in mind. 

 

 I can't help but to think that is the way it will be when we die and head for our heavenly home. Jesus told his 

disciples that he was going to prepare a place for them/us... I'm pretty sure that whatever it is he has been preparing will 

be more than a little breath-taking...  Who knows, maybe God is into drama and will have the welcoming crowds shouting 

to Gabriel, “Gabriel move that cloud! Move that cloud!”  

 

 I can just imagine the expression on your face, in that moment when every hassle, headache, heartache, you’ve 

had in life will melt away - when the stresses of earthly life and relationships will be replaced by peace on every level. 

That is the promise in the last book of our Bible - the book of Revelation. The promise that in the end, God wins.  

 

 It’s tough now, it’s hard now, there are challenges now, it’s not fair now, there’s inequity now, there’s hunger 

now, there’s poverty now, there’s joblessness now, there’s loneliness now, there’s sin and its effects now. But in the end, 

God wins - goodness reigns - peace overcomes... That’s the promise of the book of Revelation.  

  

 That desire you have now, deep within you, to be in a place where you truly are at home in every sense of the 

word - that’s really going to happen. 

 

 Can you imagine how this promise must have encouraged the original readers and listeners of the book of 

Revelation? They were part of the church at a time when it was being heavily persecuted.  

 

 These were the 7 pillar churches of Asia Minor and the Roman government had, as one of it's goals, to obliterate 

the church. The people who were reading the book of Revelation for the first time were living under the threat of Nero. 

They knew first-hand what it was like to be persecuted. They had witnessed crucifixions, beheadings, and saw loved ones 

put into the ring with wild animals; all because of their faith. They were constantly under the threat of persecution.  

 

 John, the writer of this book, and now one of the oldest and last of the original disciples had been exiled to the 

island of Patmos because of his faith. There is a sense among the early church that it seems like the devil was winning the 

war. It seemed like the dragon of Rome was winning, the monster coming out of the abyss was going to overcome. It 

seemed like they were about to be defeated, but the big message from John through the book of Revelation is that things 

are not what they seem. 

 

 It may seem like defeat and devastation was imminent, but that’s not the case. We’re barely into the book of 

Revelation and we realize Jesus is still around.  
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 In Revelation 1:8, John has Jesus saying, “I am the Alpha and the Omega [the beginning and the end], who is, 

and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” We have those letters inscribed on our Communion Table... the first 

and last letters of the Greek alphabet (other letters: IHS: Iesus Hominum Salvator – Jesus the Savior of men)...  “I am 

the Alpha and the Omega [the beginning and the end], who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” 

 

 And in the book of Revelation we see how Jesus conquers hades, how He conquers the dragon, how He conquers 

the beast, and He conquers the false prophet. He conquers all who promote evil.  

 

 Listen to these remarkable words from John, later in chapter 1 starting in 12 we read: “I turned around to see 

the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and among the lampstands 

was someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his 

chest. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were 

like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven 

stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.  

 John is seeing, in his vision, Jesus standing in the center of the lampstands and Jesus explains to John that the 

seven lampstand are the seven churches - the major churches that existed at that time.  

 

 By the way, welcome to the book of Revelation - a book filled with images and numbers and  symbols and 

sounds. It comes fast and is always changing. It’s a fast paced book of hope, which is so easy to get lost in.  

 A halo encircled throne, peals of thunder and lightning, there’s a 7 sealed scroll, bowls of incense, a harp, a 

quartet of fierce looking horses, the sun becomes sackcloth and the moon takes on the color of blood, there’s locusts and 

earthquakes and destruction. There’s the ultimate battle, the final war... But always we must keep our attention on what 

happens in the end: God wins!  

 

 And we see the New Jerusalem glistening and out of the heart of the New Jerusalem is a river flowing with 

abundant life, and there’s the tree of life first referenced in the first book of the Bible in the Garden of Eden. There’s one 

vision after another after another and it is impossible to sort them out and impossible to know exactly what they mean. 

There isn't anyone who has read the book of Revelation without coming away scratching their head and wondering, what 

is this?  

 

 What is it? Well, let me tell what this is?  Revelation is a book of pictures, a book of images. It’s more about 

Tolki-en than technical, it is more the Lord of the Rings—images and metaphors -  than a how-to technical manual.  

 

 It speaks more to the imagination than to systematic thinking. If you like how-to-manuals, then the book of 

Revelation will be hard to decipher because it’s not an instruction book. Romans - Ephesians - James - instruction books - 

for Revelation you need imagination. You need to let it carry you. Don’t miss the rainbow by trying to count the 

raindrops. We get into trouble when we try to dissect every detail and have it make perfect sense to us today because it 

just doesn't. Revelation is a book of flowing images that are above all cultures and generations.  For example, take the 7 

lampstands. We can get that. What do lampstands do? They shine light. There are 7 lights for the 7 churches. And the 

number 7 appears 54 times in Revelation. And throughout scripture the number 7 suggest completeness. So, the message 

here is that Jesus is in the midst of the completeness of His churches. Jesus is walking among them. He is there. He is 

here. He knows what’s happening in each of the churches. He knows what was happening in Smyrna, in Laodecia, in 

Philadelphia, Ephesus, and even in Livonia.  

 

 Here is what could be the punch line of Revelation. It is found in Revelation 4:1-2 where John writes: “After this 

I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me 

like a trumpet said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this." At once I was in the 

Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it.  

 John is given a glimpse of heaven and when he enters heaven the first thing he sees is the throne. And the big 

thing about the throne is not the size or the shape, or the beauty of it, but what?  The fact that someone is sitting on it. 

Someone’s on the throne.  
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 You think Rome is running the world? God is on the throne. You think Washington DC is calling the shots? God 

is on the throne.  

 

 Right in the middle of the universe there’s a throne and God is running the world from that throne. And from that 

throne comes rumblings and lightening and peals of thunder and a voice that sounds like rushing waters.  

 This is not a passive, sit back in His lazy-boy kind of God we’ve got. We have an active King! And then there are 

circles around the throne, the 24 elders, representing the Old and New, the twelve tribes and the twelve apostles. All the 

people of faith are gathered around the throne. The angels and the living creatures are there.  And they’re not looking and 

admiring heaven, but they’re looking at and worshiping God, the King. Because right at the center of all that there is, is 

the throne . . . and sitting upon that throne is who? God.  

 

 And let me add for a little clarification, just in case you are confused,… you’re not on that throne, and you never 

will be, nor am I. And a big part of the Christian life is acknowledging and admitting that someone else is already on that 

throne, and this is why we call Jesus, our Lord. God is seated on the throne. And God should always be the source and 

center of our worship.  

 

 Just because God is on the throne doesn’t mean there will be no problems in life. It’s just the opposite, as we 

continue to read in Revelation, we read about more and more problems and sufferings. We read about the scroll which is 

sealed with seven seals, and the scroll represents the big story and message of God. Only Jesus can open up that scroll, it’s 

what Jesus came to do when He came here... He came to unveil the story of God.  

 

 So when Jesus opened the scroll, there was initially great worship but then there were plagues and problems and 

struggles, because of the battle between God and Satan, between right and wrong, between life and death.  

 

 Yet in the end, there’s the conquering Christ, always victorious. Even in death, He was victorious. 

 

 It’s a great picture on this final Sunday of "The Story" series. Down here there’s great turmoil with plagues and 

problems - disease and death. But up there God is on the throne and the message of Christ the conqueror continues.  

 

 As you read through the book of revelation you see it over and over again. Jesus prevails over the moral 

calamities in chapter 8; the demonic forces of chapter 9, the dragon in chapter 12, the beast in chapter 13. And it should 

begin to dawn on us that God always wins. There are challenges, but God always wins. 

 

 Then we come to the climax, the big picture. It’s such an important paragraph which comes from Revelation 21. 

Listen to these words from John . . . in Revelation 21:1-6  

 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was 

no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 

bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of 

God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be 

their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for 

the old order of things has passed away." He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" 

Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true. He said to me: "It is done. I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the 

spring of the water of life.  

 

 No matter who you are, no matter where you’re from, there is that desire we all have, for God to move that bus. 

Right? Don’t you have that desire, that longing for that day to come when all problems cease to be? And this is the 

promise from the book of Revelation. 

 

 Yes, it’s a mysterious book, it’s a fiery book. It’s a peculiar book. But, it’s a book jam packed with hope. Because 

in the end, there’s the New Jerusalem - a new world order where God reigns... 
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 I do not know if there will be an angel leading the chant to "move that cloud" but I do know and I trust that when 

we see that place, we will understand every trouble, every sorrow, every hardship, every pain we’ve endured in this 

lifetime, and we will enter into a new world, a new order of things, that will last forever.  

 Will you be there? We occupy ourselves in this life, with so many lesser questions, don’t we? We can dedicate so 

many years and decades to smaller questions, questions of career and retirement, marriage and children. Those are all 

important questions; but can you believe people will pass through their entire lives and never resolve that one question 

about heaven and eternity. 

 

 The big question: “Will you be there?”  

 

 You've been on vacation - what will you come home to? If your answer is I don’t know, then we need to talk. 

Better yet, you and God need to talk. And it’s an invitation God gives to you today.  

 

 Our journey through "The Story" was to make sure everyone had an opportunity to capture the big idea that God 

simply wants to be with us. He created the heavens and the earth so that he could create us, so that He could be with us.  

 

 The Story tells us the extent to which God was and is willing to go through to get us back into a relationship with 

Him . . . the giving of His one and only Son, Jesus, the Christ. And He freely offers Jesus to every single person, no matter 

what you’ve done, no matter where you’ve been, no matter who you are, no matter . . . anything.  

 

 Move that bus, God. Let us see our new home. It can be heaven as you draw near to Christ.  

 

  

 


