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1:4-10 and Romans 12: 1-2. 

 

 Michelle Passoff started a business at age 40. For twenty years she had been in public relations but was 

finding it increasingly thankless and unrewarding. After all, how much satisfaction can you get from convincing 

people they can't do without something they didn't know they even wanted when they got up this morning - or 

smoothing over the actions of some congressman who has done something stupid or taking polls so people can 

be psyched into buying or not buying certain things? She felt like she was manipulating people and being just a 

bit dishonest in touting the merits of products  and businesses and people for whomever was paying her.  

 She says, "I did a lot of thinking about what kind of business the world needs right now, and what it 

means to be a human being and a woman. I looked at the kind of problems we face all around us all the time 

and I kept getting the same message... then one day I saw a sign or a bumper sticker or something that hit me 

hard. It said: "Clean your clutter!" 

 "I'm serious," she says. "In all areas of our lives there is just too much clutter - mental, physical, 

emotional, spiritual. Think about it." 

 

 Michelle is now a "Clutter Consultant." She has a business that helps people deal with papers, clothes, 

furniture, memorabilia, and other things through the exercise of, what she calls, "clutter-cleaning." Michelle 

sees private clients, grants interviews, and speaks nationally, working six days a week, 12 hours a day. She has 

a book on the market called "Lighten Up! Free Yourself From Clutter" - and an audiotape, too. "I'm doing 

great," she says. "I've never been happier in my life." 

 

 A book came out a few years ago titled "Gig: Americans Talk About Their Jobs." It is a compilation of 

columns from a website where people write in and talk about their jobs and the frustrations and joys of being an 

employee in America - sharing their hopes for the future, their fears, their passions and disappointments...  

 

 "Clutter-Consulting" is not the most unusual job in the book: There are articles by buffalo ranchers, dog 

trainers, palm readers, orthopedic surgeons, telephone psychics, video game designers, Elvis Presley 

"impersonators," and furniture movers.  

 

 It's Labor Day weekend - a time to rest from our labors. But it's also an opportunity to reflect on our 

daily work, and discern whether our efforts are thankless and uninteresting like Michelle's public relations job, 

or something that gives us deep and lasting satisfaction.  

  

 God intends for our work to be much more than a job, much more than a daily grind. It should be, 

instead, what is called a "vocation" - which means, quite literally, a "calling." 

 

  In today's lesson from Romans, Paul challenges us with the words: "Do not conform any longer to 
the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to 
test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will." (12:2). 

 

 In other words, as Christians, we are to get beyond what everyone "out there" thinks is important and get 

God's perspective on what it is we do with our lives. Our minds need to be transformed such that they think like 

God would and, in so doing, be able to figure out what God's will for our lives is.  

 

 Contrary to conventional wisdom, ordained ministry is not the only work that can be considered a true 

vocation. In fact, based on what Michelle Passoff says, it sounds like clutter-consulting can be a calling as well. 

Michelle looked at what the world needed, at what it meant to be a human being, and at what kinds of problems 

people faced. All of this reflection led her to becoming a Clutter Consultant - a line of work that gives her 

tremendous satisfaction. That's a calling. That's a vocation. The call of God is where the world's needs and 

your own joys, gifts and interests intersect. 



 

 Not that clutter-consulting is going to be right for everyone. Some may feel called to work at Kinko's, 

making copies and laminating and dry-mounting things onto poster board. A woman named Natasha Werther 

used to teach at a community college in Boston, then moved to eastern Massachusetts and began to work the 

night shift at Kinko's. She says it's her favorite job ever. "It's really not that hard, so you can be very helpful to 

customers," she explains. "Customers come in feeling panicked in the middle of the night, shouting that they 

need a job done immediately. I'll go up and help them," says Natasha. "It's kind of nice, because I can actually 

help them. And they really do need help."  

 

 So you see, even copying at Kinko's, or being a clutter consultant, can be the will of God for you - a 

calling. But here's the rub: Your job, no matter how much you like it, is not necessarily your vocation. Your 

vocation is not just doing something that you like. Natasha and Michelle's vocation appears to be the gift of 

helping and care-giving. Copying contracts, and consulting on clutter is how these women fulfill their vocation. 

Others work in a job that they like - or don't like - in order to pay the bills freeing them to follow their true 

vocation - maybe coaching the disabled, teaching classes, volunteering at the food bank, helping at the library.... 

A calling is what God asks you to do to make the world a better place in some small way. 

 

 Paul makes very clear that we each have "gifts that differ according to the grace given to us" (v. 6). 

Some, he argues, are called to leadership, some to teaching, some to exhortation, some to ministry, and some to 

compassion. Ministry is only one of many gifts that God can give - - and it's not even at the top of the list! Add 

to this roster the spiritual gifts found in Paul's letter to the Corinthians, and you can find a vocation for just 

about everyone: being wise, sharing knowledge, developing a deep faith, gifts of helping and healing others, 

understanding truth...., (1 Corinthians 12:8-11). 

 

 That's why the word "layperson" is such a bad word when used in the context of ministry. A layperson is 

someone who is an amateur. When we ask the doctor to express her medicalese in terms a "layperson can 

understand," we're acknowledging that when it comes to medicine, we don't have a medical degree and we don't 

understand the big words and the concepts involved - please - make it simple for us. And that's the way we 

often approach spiritual things. We think that, since we haven't been to seminary or studied the Bible all that 

much, we are incapable and will just leave that kind of thing to the minister. But the word "laity" comes from 

the Greek laos which simply means "people." That's who we are: the people of God doing the work of God and 

because that is our calling we are quite capable of doing it. Paul calls us "transformed." We are - or should be - 

transformed - changed from what we were - to what God wants us to be - people who comprehend a bit of the 

mysteries of God and are thrilled about it. 

 

 For years I've gone to Congregational state and area meetings and at every meeting there is what they 

call a "roll call of churches." Every Congregational church in the state or region is named and someone from 

that congregation is to call out how many people from their church are present and that is entered into the record 

of the meeting. Invariably a church name will be called and the answer comes back, "3 members and 1 

minister." I am known for throwing a wrench into the secretaries minutes when I respond every time differently 

than everyone else. If we have three members who have come I love to call out "THREE MINISTERS AND 

ONE PASTOR." I know the secretary always translates that in his or her minutes to "three members and one 

minister" but I refuse to let anyone diminish who you are - ministers of God - ministers to others - YOU are 

called to be ministers - every one of you. You have a calling from God to be ministers in your world. You are 

not just a banker or an engineer or a factory worker. You have been given a ministry and you are a minister. 

You do whatever you may do professionally to pay the bills, but God gives you a job to do that is often far more 

important. You may be a Sunday School Teacher, teaching children in such a way that they will believe.... You 

know, I don't remember even one Sunday School lesson I sat through as a child - not one... but I remember 

every one of my Sunday School teachers. I don't remember if they were good teachers or even if they were 

interesting. But I remember them as good people who loved God and who loved me - THAT was their ministry. 

Loving God in front of Steve Schafer... and they will be rewarded in heaven for that. 



 You may be a Deacon or a Trustee - your ministry is leadership - thinking - doing - representing your 

faith community to the world. 

 You may be a choir member - that's a great ministry. You draw people to God like nothing else - you 

thrill God as you perform and give Him the glory. 

 You may be an usher or greeter or a nursery worker or a fellowship hour host or hostess.... You may be 

simply the person who smiles and says a welcoming "good morning" to the person who sits next to you in the 

pew - visitor or long time Mt. Hoper - offering them a hymnal or a kind word at just the time they most needed 

it. THAT is your ministry and I think I can truly say it is a higher calling than whatever job you are going to 

Tuesday morning if that job isn't your ministry and is only a job to put bread on the table (which is most 

certainly part of your ministry). 

 

 As people transformed by Christ, it is your ministry to go into the workplace to share Christ's love to 

your world.  Your calling, like the calling of all Christians everywhere, is to work for the building up of the 

Body of Christ by sharing, by whatever means you can, God's love.  

 Does this mean that any career can be a calling? Yes - with a few exceptions, I suppose. Careers in 

crime and careers that hurt people probably can't be but as long as your own joys and gifts are making 

connections with legitimate human needs, you are living out your calling.  

 

 The time has come for the laos, the people of God, to cherish and to celebrate their labors, and to see 

their work as essential to the health of both the Body of Christ and the larger community. 

 That's the will of God. That's what is good and acceptable and perfect. Not a body of religious 

professionals, but a circuit of changed people who are changing the world through the exercise of God-given 

gifts. 

 
 


