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THE KING OF "THE KINGDOM."  The 23 sermon in "The Story" series by Rev. Steven Schafer at Mt. Hope on 

March 10, 2013. Text: Matthew 13: 1-23. 

 

Have you ever said something only to have it taken the wrong way? Has that ever happened to you, or am I the only one? 

 

This week I came across some actual headlines that were taken from real newspapers. These are headlines that say one 

thing but I don’t think they mean what they really say. 

 

 Grandmother of eight makes hole in one  

 Police begin campaign to run down jaywalkers  

 Farmer bill dies in house 

 War dims hope for peace  

 Autos killing 110 a day, let’s resolve to do better 

 Squad helps dog…bite victim  

 Stiff opposition expected to casketless funeral plan 

 

And here is my favorite: 

 Two sisters reunite after eighteen years at checkout counter 

 

 I've been in that line. Haven't you?  

 

 Well, for a long time the prophets of the Old Testament said that when the messiah came he would come as a 

king. They said that the Messiah would be a son of David and, of course, anyone in the kingly bloodline is eligible to be 

king. 

 

 In the book of Isaiah (9:7), Isaiah writes about the messiah that “…He will reign on David's throne and over his 

kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.” 

 The messiah will be a king. But sinse the time of Nebuchadnezzar, some 600 years before the birth of Christ 

Israel had pretty much been a conquered and controlled people. There was/could be no king. 

 

 After Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians came Cyrus and the Persians. They were followed by Alexander the 

Great and the Greeks. Then the Egyptians took control and they were followed by the Syrians who took over. 

 

 There was a period when the Jews did revolt. It’s called the Maccabean Revolt in about 174 BC. And for about 

100 years they did have some semblance of independence. But that's about it. 

 

 But then, in 64 BC, about 60 years before the birth of Christ, Julius Caesar and the Roman Empire came in and 

took over and oppressed them. Now, for sure, there was no king in Israel. 

 

 So when Jesus came on the scene the people were desperate for their freedom and for having a king - a leader who 

would throw off that Roman control and give them their independence once and for all. 

 

 ...And then last week, in chapter 23 of the Story, we were introduced to a guy by the name of John the Baptist. We 

hear John saying, (Matthew 3:1-2)  "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” The people heard this modern-day 

prophet talking about a kingdom. And they knew that Isaiah talked about a king. This MUST be the king Isaiah talked 

about so long ago... 

 

 And then when this rabbi by the name of Jesus comes along and starts teaching and performing all kinds of 

miracles... He was able to turn water into wine, and gave sight to the blind and make the lame walk. He generated a LOT 

of excitement. Maybe this new king would lead them into a new kingdom where they would once and for all get rid of 

Rome and all outside control and would become an independent nation again. 

 

 And Jesus would be king. But this king and this kingdom are more powerful than the people or Isaiah had ever 

imagined or even you and I sometimes recognize and accept.  
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 It is Jesus job to reveal to the people in his day, as well as us today, what this kingdom of God is really all about.  

 

 Much of Jesus teaching is about the Kingdom. Here are some of the things he says:  

 

#1. The Kingdom is something spiritual, not physical. 

 

 He says (John 18:36), “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest 

by the Jews. But my kingdom is from another place.” 

 

 Jesus' Kingdom is a kingdom of the heart, a kingdom of the mind. It is an internal kingdom not a physical 

kingdom. And then Jesus describes the second characteristic of this kingdom. He says it is a kingdom given by God. 

 

 The Maccabean revolt was still fresh on these people’s minds. It has just happened about 100 years before and 

they are still thinking they can win their independence if they just have the right leadership - a Messiah... 

 

 This attitude of revolt was just under the surface in the culture of Jesus’ day. In fact one of Jesus’ closest 

followers, one of the twelve was a man by the name of Simon the Zealot. The Zealots were a group of individuals who 

were agitators - revolutionaries...  They advocated the overthrow of the Roman government and were always looking for 

ways to harass and challenge the Roman authorities. 

 

 And Simon the Zealot, followed Jesus fully believing He might be the new king who would lead the revolt against 

the Romans. But when Jesus taught his disciples to pray in what we call the Lord’s Prayer, he says listen, pray this way.  

 

 Your kingdom come! Not the kingdom we want but the kingdom that comes from God, the one God gives to us. 

"God, may your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven." 

 

Then Jesus tells us that this kingdom is universal: 

 

The kingdom of God is a universal kingdom not just a Jewish kingdom. He says, (Matthew 8:11) “I say to you that many 

will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven." Jesus said that this Kingdom will be a worldwide kingdom. East and the west - throughout all times 

- will be a part of the kingdom.... People in Jerusalem and in Palestine and in Persia and in Livonia in the 21st century. 

 

 So over the course of "The Story" we have seen the extraordinary measures that God has gone through to win us 

back and restore that relationship we were created to have. And Jesus wants us to understand that this kingdom is the 

renewal of that relationship that God wants with each one of us and has wanted from the beginning. 

 

 Jesus wanted the people he talked to to understand what's at the heart of the kingdom. The religious practices of 

the Jews at that time had become one of rituals and rules and regulations; you've got to do this, you've got to do that. You 

can’t do this, you can’t do that. You won’t go to heaven unless you keep all the rules and do everything the right way. 

You have to fast at the right time, pray at the right time and if you don’t do it then there is no assurance you well ever go 

to heaven. 

 

 Jesus said that that is just not true. And people SO needed to hear that that they listened and believed... He related 

God’s word to their lives and allowed their faith to meet them where they were. And he talked so much different than the 

other religious leaders. He told stories to make his case... (Matthew 13:24) "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who 

sowed good seed in his field.” "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his 

field.” "The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for a fine pearl." "The kingdom of God is like a net that 

was let down into a lake." 
 

 His lesson: that the Kingdom of God is about restoring the relationship between God and us. Nothing more - 

nothing less...  
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 In this week’s chapter of "The Story" we read about quite a number of miracles that Jesus preformed. 

Interestingly, no one ever denied Jesus’ miracles. No one ever did! Even His enemies who refused to believe anything he 

said and considered him a danger and a heretic never denied that Jesus performed the miracles - that they really happened. 

Quite the opposite. They openly acknowledged what he did. They just believed his power came from the devil instead of 

from God... 

 

 Why did Jesus perform miracles? Why didn't he just teach? He did it to show that he is the all-powerful God: 

 

That he has dominion over disasters... We see him out on a boat on the Sea of Galilee with his disciples when a storm 

comes up. He is napping below-deck and the disciples are doing all they can to stay afloat. "Where's Jesus?" someone 

shouts over the howling wind and driving rain. "I think he's down below. Last time I saw him he was fast asleep. Do you 

think he can sleep through this? We're all going to drown and he's sleeping like a baby! Go get him!" 

 Jesus makes his way to the deck and someone shouts, "Don't you care if we drown?!" 

 

 Do you ever feel that way? Have you ever felt like Jesus was just off somewhere sleeping while you are left to 

ride out the storm? It's not a fun place to be but most of us have been there at some point in our lives - maybe you're there 

now...   "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.  

 

 Can't you just see the disciples standing there with their hearts pounding, adrenalin pumping and jaws dropping. 

One minute they thought it was all over, they are going to die. The next, the whole world has gone quiet and still. The 

whitecaps disappear and the wind has died down and all around them is calm and quiet... (Mark 4:40) "Why were you so 

afraid? Do you still have no faith?"  

 

 And the disciples looked at each other as if to ask, "Who is this guy? Can he really control the wind and the rain?" 

 

 The answer is that Jesus is the one who can overcome any crisis you face in life if you will call on his name and 

ask him to - if you have faith that He can and will...  

 

 But Jesus' miracles weren't just to assure us that he can overcome life's crisis' His miracles also demonstrate that 

he has not only has dominion of disasters but also that he has dominion over Satan himself. 

 

 The Bible tells us (Mark 5) that after they made to the other side of the Sea of Galilee they were met by a wild 

man, a man who was filled with demons who had lived in the tombs by the sea. This wild man had terrorized the people in 

the town nearby. They were afraid of him. He would scream and shout, and howl at the moon all night long. By every 

account he was crazy and scary as anything. They had even tried to catch him and chain him up but he would, in his rages 

break their chains and get free...  

 

 When Jesus and his disciples get out of the boat they see this guy running down from the tombs presumably to 

attack them.  And I imagine Jesus just standing there with a big smile on his face because he knows what is about to 

happen. I can also imagine all the disciples lined up behind him, peaking around to see what he might do.But as this man 

runs toward Jesus he suddenly see who Jesus is and he falls down on his knees before Him.  

 

  “What is your name?” (Mark 5:9-10) 

 "My name is Legion for we are many."  

 

 Jesus orders the demons out and sends them into a large herd of pigs who then take off running and run right off a 

steep bank into the sea and drown. 

 

 The man is now completely free from all of these demons. For the first time for as long as anyone can remember 

he is sane... 

 

 Just imagine what the disciples are thinking by now. This demonic wild man comes running out. Jesus speaks a 

word and all these demons come out of him and the world again is calm... They look down at the sea and see hundreds of 

dead pigs floating in the water. Then they look at Jesus and wonder, "who is this guy?" "Who is this guy?" 
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 I’ll tell you who he is. He is King of the Kingdom of God. He has control even over the most evil things in this 

world. When we face evil - unkindness or ridicule or hurtful words. When we encounter people who are just mean, let us 

whisper a prayer to Jesus and ask Him to overcome these things with his calmness and healing... Then say a kind word to 

that person you've encountered and see what Jesus will do... 

 

 Yet another reason for the miracles: Jesus demonstrates that he has dominion over disease. 

 
 Shortly after freeing the man from the demons, Jesus heads back to the other side of the lake again. This time He 

is on his way to heal the daughter of a synagogue leader. And on the way the crowds were again pressing in on Jesus. In 

the crowd is a woman who has been sick for twelve years. For twelve years she had been bleeding. She had been to all the 

doctors and spent all she had trying to find a cure. Nothing worked... She was destitut. But she sees Jesus. And when she 

does Mark tells in (5:28) that “…she thought, "If I can just touch his clothes, I will be healed." And when she reaches out 

and touches his robe, immediately she is healed! 

 

 Illness does not come from God. It comes from the fact that the world has been twisted ever since Adam and Eve 

sinned in the garden. Sometimes illness and disease come as a result of our own sin - our lifestyle or bad habits or 

recklessness but just as often these things come because this is the world we live in. It is polluted and carries stress and 

trauma as part of it's M.O. Illness comes to the righteous and the unrighteous alike. People of faith have no free pass when 

it comes to disease or even the common cold... Yet Jesus has dominion over them. He CAN if He will. But you and I seem 

to be unable to know the will of God in this. We don't know why He allows some to suffer and others to never suffer - 

why some are healed and some die. But I believe there IS a reason and that God works it all out for the good of the whole 

over the course of time and eternity. 

 

 As someone has said, "Sometimes God calms the storm and sometimes he lets the storm rage and he calms the 

child." But that’s all in God's purview and we can only pray. 

 

 But in the case of this woman who had suffered for twelve years, he healed her. And I am sure the disciples said 

to themselves again, :Who is this guy? Who can heal people of disease? Who can make the lame walk and the blind see 

and calm storms and walk on water?" 

 

 After a while they got it. He is the King of the Kingdom of God. And his kingdom and his kingship is more 

powerful than we can ever imagine. 

 

Finally, Jesus' miracles demonstrate that He has dominion over death itself. 

 

 There is nothing more tragic than the death of a child. In Mark 5, after Jesus heals the woman he continues with 

Jairus, a synagogue leader, who has come to Jesus for help because his 12 year old daughter is sick and near death. But 

before they get there they get a report that the daughter has already died and there is no need to bother Jesus anymore. 

 

 Jesus says to Jairus, (Mark 5:36) “Ignoring what they said. Don't be afraid; just believe.” And so they continued 

on to the home of Jairus and when they got there the mourners were outside wailing and crying over the death of this little 

girl.   

 Jesus “said to them, "Why all this commotion and wailing? The child is not dead but asleep.” They laughed 

at him (although by now probably the disciples didn't). Jesus pushes them aside and goes in to where the girl is and he 

says to her, "Talitha cum" (little girl get up). 

 

 And the people said to themselves, "Who is this guy? Who is this who speaks to the dead and they rise up?" 

 

 I’ll tell you. This is the King of the Kingdom of God. And his kingdom and his kingship is more powerful than 

you or I can ever imagine. 

 

 Jesus is no ordinary man and He has dominion over disaster, dominion over the devil, dominion over disease and 

dominion over death. 
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 And get this - He loves you and walks with you every day. As we believe Jesus' power is called into place and 

wondrous things can happen in our lives. 


