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Robert Fulghum became rather famous a number of years ago when he wrote a book titled, "All I Really Needed 
to Know I Learned in Kindergarten." Listen to what he wrote: 
 
Most of what I really need to know about how to live and what to do and how to be I learned in kindergarten. Wisdom was 

not at the top of the graduate-school mountain, but there in the sand pile at Sunday School. These are the things I 

learned:  

 

*Share everything.  

*Play fair.  

*Don’t hit people.  

*Put things back where you found them.  

*Clean up your own mess.  

*Don’t take things that aren’t yours.  

*Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody. 

*Wash your hands before you eat. 

*Flush. 

*Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you. 

*Live a balanced life—learn some and think some and draw and paint and sing and dance and play and work every day 

some. 

*Take a nap every afternoon. 

*When you go out into the world, watch out for traffic, hold hands, and stick together.  

 
Fulghum has written a book of common sense wisdom. It 's interesting reading, so far as it goes. However, in 

order to learn about the wisdom that comes from heaven (not just Sunday School), we need to go to God’s word. So, with 
that in mind, let’s read again those two verses from James (3:17-18) 
 
17 the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and 

good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness."  

 
I found this little poem about wisdom:  
My dad gave me a 1 dollar bill, 

’Cause I’m his smartest son! 

And I swapped it for 2 shiny quarters, 

’Cause 2 is more than 1! 

 

And then I took the quarters, 

And traded them to Lou, 

For 3 dimes (I guess he didn’t know), 

That 3 is more than 2. 

 

Just then along came old blind Bates, 

And just ’cause he can’t see, 

He gave me 4 nickels for my 3 dimes, 

And 4 is more than 3. 

 

And I took the nickels to Mr. Coombs, 

Down at the seed-feed store, 

And the fool gave me 5 pennies for them, 

And 5 is more than 4. 

 

And then I went and showed my dad, 

And he got all red in the cheeks, 

And closed his eyes and shook his head, 

Too proud of me to speak! 

 
Sometimes we are not as smart as we think we are. There is an old Persian proverb about wisdom that at first 

sounds more like a tongue twister than sound advice, but if you listen carefully, you’ll hear its ring of truth:  
 
He who knows not, and knows not that he knows not is a fool; shun him. 

 

He who knows not, and knows that he knows not  

is a child; teach him. 

 

He who knows, and knows not that he knows  

is asleep; wake him. 

 

He who knows, and knows that he knows  

is wise; follow him. 

 



Last week we saw how rare and valuable the trait of wisdom is. We saw that when God told Solomon he could 
ask for anything in the world and it would be granted, Solomon asked for wisdom and, because he received wisdom, he 
ended up with just about everything a person could ever want OR ask for. 

We also saw that wisdom is primarily a lifestyle. That is, wisdom is shown primarily by the way we relate to 
people. It’s a practical use of knowledge; it has more to do with your works than your words. It has to do with your 
actions rather than your lips. It’s something that you do; it’s your character and your relationships, not your intelligence 
and your education. 
 

When James says, in verse 16, that a lack of wisdom causes “disorder,” he is talking primarily about horizontal 
disorder – problems with people. When I am unwise with my wife, it causes problems. When I am unwise with my 
children, it causes problems. When I am unwise with people I work with, it causes problems. Every day of our lives, 
whether we like it or not, we encounter people. And people are notorious for being hard to get along with. That’s why we 
must learn how to relate wisely to others. 
 

James says  “Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.” (3:18) James is making the point 
that what we sow in our relationships is what we will reap - just like the seeds we sow everywhere else in life! In every 
relationship we have, we are either sowing seeds of disorder, seeds of anger, seeds of mistrust, seeds of conflict—or seeds 
of peace that will result in a harvest of righteousness. 
 

O.K. Let’s get practical… What does it really mean to show true wisdom at home? Or in the office? Or at work? 
Or at school? Or in your neighborhood? How can you know true wisdom when you see it? James answers that question in 
what some have called “God’s Wisdom Test.” This is a kind of personal exam by which we can see how wise or 
otherwise we really are in all our relationships. James lists 6 distinguishing marks of a wise person. Let’s see what they 
are. 
 
The Wise Person Is Pure (3:17) 

 
The word “pure” literally means “without pollution or freedom from defilement.” It refers to being morally 

blameless. The truly wise person is a person of great integrity. 
 

If I am wise, I will not compromise my integrity. I will not lie to you – I will not cheat you – I will not steal from 
you – I will not intentionally mislead you.  
 

All relationships are built on trust. When that trust is defiled, the relationship is damaged – temporarily if not 
permanently.  
 

A man named Dr. Leonard Keeler invented the lie detector. After interviewing over 25,000 people while on the 
machine he made a startling conclusion about the human race. He said, simply, “People lie!”  
 

If you are wise, you will maintain your integrity by always speaking the truth (speaking the truth in love, of 
course – never being so outspoken with the truth that others are hurt). 
 

Our integrity is so easy to compromise. Students cheat on exams, guests take towels from hotel rooms, employees 
punch out early, we tell half-truths or “little white lies.” We exaggerate on insurance claims. We fudge just a bit on our 
taxes...  
 

Did you know that ever since 1811, when someone who had defrauded the government anonymously sent $5 to 
Washington, the US Treasury has operated a “Conscience Fund”? Since 1811 almost $3.5 million has been received from 
guilt-ridden citizens - people who had cheated on their taxes and wanted to make it right... 
 

We need to be people of integrity and to teach our children to be. 
 
Be pure, says James – today we call what James is talking about “integrity.”  
 
The second part of the wisdom test: the wise person is peace-loving. 
 

This word carries with it the idea of one who is actively pursuing peace. This is the type of person who, when he 
sees division and argument, always works to remove them. This person is always seeking answers and solutions to the 
many divisions and quarrels around him. Such a person wants to patch up quarrels rather than create them. The 
peacemaker is fairly rare in our world – but ought to be quite common in the church. Are you a person who works to end 
conflict, to smooth ruffled feathers, to try to help others get along? Then perhaps you qualify as being wise. 
 
The third element of the wisdom test: the wise person is considerate. 

 
The word translated “considerate” in our Bible conveys the idea of being tolerant of others and gentle toward 

them. The considerate person will not at all times declare and stand up for his/her own rights. He or she  knows how and 
when to give in. The wise person willingly acquiesces for the good of all. The one who is considerate knows that although 
he or she  may have every legal right to do something, that thing may also be completely un-Christ-like.…Another pretty 
rare thing “out there” but hopefully not “in here.” Again, it's like being a peace-maker but where YOU yourself are 
involved. 
 
The Fourth element of the test: the wise person is "submissive." 
 



Now they are getting harder… “Submissive” doesn’t mean giving in all the time. It means being  open-minded, 
respecting the opinion of others. It means being sincerely open to suggestions. Being teachable. The submissively wise 
person is open to reason…will allow discussion…is able to learn… is not defensive. Being submissive simply means not 
being stubborn and proud and unwilling to change positions or direction. The submissively wise person can often be heard 
to say something like, “I’ll think about that, I really will.” And will. Like in Proverbs (12:15) when it says, “A fool thinks 
that he needs no advice; but a wise person listens to others.” 
 
Fifth element: the wise person is merciful. 
 
James says, “… the wisdom that comes from heaven is… full of mercy and good fruit.” 
 

To be “full of mercy and good fruit” does not mean that we just sit around feeling sorry for others. It is an attitude 
of compassion toward the needy which shows itself in tangible action on their behalf.  

Someone once said, “We can never say we have truly felt mercy toward a person until we have somehow tried to 
help him.” 

Showing mercy is giving people what they need, not what they deserve. It’s seeing people in misery, and 
responding in a positive way to that misery. It’s simply acting toward others the way God acts toward us. God doesn’t 
give us what we deserve. If he gave us what we deserve we’d all be I a lot of trouble. God says, “I want you to be that way 
toward others - merciful, loving, generous.” 

Sue had lunch with a friend this week who told her of some of the facebook posts of a common friend. She said, 
"Ellen has become so politically bent that she is saying we don't need to minister to the poor because the Bible says "the 
poor will always be with us."  Somehow Ellen is taking that Biblical phrase as a mandate to not show mercy, to not feed 
the hungry, to not reach out in the name of Jesus to those in desperate need. You know, in your own wisdom, that she is 
simply wrong. That is NOT the way Jesus meant that phrase. That is not a Christ-like attitude.  
 
And sixth element of the wisdom test is that the wise person is impartial and sincere. 

 
This is the idea of being consistent. These words suggest a person with fixed principles. He does not follow the 

principle of, “When in Rome do as the Romans do.” Or “What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas.” When in Rome or in 
Vegas he acts the same way as he does when he’s in Livonia. He is without hypocrisy. 
 

There is a lot of phoniness in relationships today. Many of us have learned that survival is easier when we hide 
our true selves from others. We feel safer when we can put up a mask that says, “I’m tough,” or, “I’m in control,” or, “I’m 
okay,” or, “I’m holy.” The trouble is that as we continue to hide behind our masks we become lonely and isolated because 
we have created a distance between ourselves and those whose love and acceptance we really need. 
 

So there you have the 6 question test for true wisdom. How do you get there? 
James thinks it fairly simple, really. Back in the first chapter he tells us, (1:5)  “If any of you lacks wisdom, he 

should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it shall be given to him.” In other words, if you 
want wisdom, you first of all have to acknowledge that you need it--- then ask. The Psalm writer adds a method (119: 98-
100) “Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, for they are ever with me. I have more insight than all my 
teachers, for I meditate on your statutes. I have more understanding than the elders, for I obey your precepts.” He suggests 
that wisdom comes from meditating of God’s laws and ways and being obedient to them… 
 

True wisdom is not something you obtain through hard study. True wisdom is a gift. James says it “comes down 
from heaven.” God grants it – when you ask and are willing to put it into practice in your life. 
 
 Be a person of integrity. Be a peacemaker. Don't insist on your "rights." Consider the ideas of others. Be merciful. 
Be consistent.... and you will be wise.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
i This sermon is an adaptation of a sermon written by Rev. Freddy Fritz of Tampa Bay Presbyterian Church. The title and some of the 
illustrations are his. 
 


