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I got one of those advertisements in the mail that I couldn’t refuse a month or so ago. It said that if I 

subscribed to their financial newsletter, they would reveal to me a stock fund that consistently gave a 25-40% return 
every year with virtually no risk at all. How can someone who enjoys investing resist such an offer? So I sent away 
my $29 and ordered the newsletter and discovered this treasured secret. I’m going to tell it to you this morning 
without you spending a dime. You can write it down if you want to and hopefully make your fortune… Here it is: 
The best mutual fund in the world is named “Birkshire Hathaway.” It’s managed by the second richest man in the 
world, Warren Buffet.  He knows what he’s doing. If you want to buy some, the stock symbol is BRK-A. If you 
buy it, you virtually can’t lose. You will make 25%- 40% on your investment every year. That’s the truth.  The 
downside is that each share costs $174,000 - each share and typically you buy stocks in lots of 100 shares. So, if 
you've got $17  million dollars to invest….  

Warren Buffett, of course, is probably the greatest investors in the world. He seems to KNOW what 
companies to buy and when to sell and he does it.  Back in 2008, I believe it was, he had $44 billion. He gave  $30 
billion to the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, leaving him with a paltry $14 billion. That was five or six years 
ago. Now his $14 billion has grown to $60 billion - more than he had when he gave away 30.  

 
In 2005, Warren Buffett decided to help raise money for his own charitable foundation by offering an 

online auction on eBay for someone to have lunch with him. The winning bid was $351,000. It’s not cheap to have 
access to the world’s second richest man. I wonder what kind of wisdom from Buffet would be worth that kind of 
money over a hamburger… 

Most of us didn’t put $351,000 in the plate today (if you did, thank you - you've more than exceeded our 
2014 budget needs), but the wisdom we have access to each and every day is far more valuable than anything 
Warren Buffet might have to say – maybe not in financial terms, but in real-life terms.  
 
Listen to James 3:13-16 again: 
"13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that 

comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or 

deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 16 For 

where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice." (James 3:13-16) 

 
 
I’d like to tell you about a man who, in his lifetime (he lived a long time ago), was richer than Warren 

Buffet ever dreamed of being… A man who, during life, was an author, a diplomat, a poet, a song writer, a 
theologian, a philosopher, a philanthropist, a financier, an architect, an engineer, a man with amazing creative 
ability, the builder of one of the seven wonders of the world, a king. By all earthly estimation, certainly one of the 
greatest and most accomplished men who has ever lived.  
 

His name was Solomon! 
Solomon was the second son of the great King David and Queen Bathsheba.  
If you are born into a royal family, second son is the place to be. Solomon was the Prince Harry of his day. 

The second son lives like a prince all his life, knowing that his older brother will one day become King – but he 
won’t. His own responsibilities are limited - - not a bad life: living in the palace, all the money you need, nobody 
expecting anything of you…. Except that King David passed over  his first son, Adonijah, and tapped Solomon to 
be king. Solomon didn’t want the job. He hadn’t expected it. He hadn’t been prepared for it. He hadn’t even, if truth 
be known, been paying much attention as to what a king is supposed to do. He was being set up to be a miserable 
failure… When David told him HE was to be king he was in a panic. 
 Then one night, as he was praying, God spoke to him. “Solomon, you are the new King of Israel. Ask me 

for whatever you want me to give you and I’ll give it to you.” (What would YOU ask for if God became a genie 
and granted you whatever you asked for?)  
 Solomon says, “God, I don’t know how to do this. You’ve given my father great military genius. You have 
given the people faith to follow you. You have chosen this nation as your own. What I really need is wisdom to 
lead in a way that would please you.” 



  “Ah, Solomon my son,” says God. You surprise me. I thought that you might ask for great wealth or 

honor or the death of your enemies or a long life. I would have given them to you. But wisdom… That is, 

above all else, what I would have wanted you to ask for. You shall have more wisdom than any man who has 

ever walked the earth. And I’m going to give you abundant wealth and honor and long life too.” 
From that day Solomon went on to build the great temple in Jerusalem (part of one wall still exists to this 

day – 3000 years later – sometimes called the “Wailing Wall” because it has become such a sacred place). Solomon 
made alliances of peace with neighboring kings. The people of the nation loved him so much that one year they 
paid tribute to him in the sum of 666 talents of gold (a talent is about a cubic foot). He wrote a book of poetry, 
another of pithy bits of wisdom and another one describing the value of wisdom (all three made it into the Bible). It 
seemed that everything Solomon touched turned to gold – BECAUSE HE ASKED FOR WISDOM. 

Truly wise people are a scarce commodity these days. They are hard to find in any generation. So in verse 
13 James asks the pointed question, “Who is wise and understanding among you?” That’s a rhetorical question 
meant as a call for you and me to stop and examine our lives and ask if we desire wisdom as a top priority.  

In order to know if we are truly wise or otherwise we must first understand what true wisdom is. James 
suggests that there are two basic truths about wisdom:  
1. True wisdom is more than mere intellectual understanding, and 
2. True wisdom is never self-centered. 

In verse 13 James writes, “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by 
deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.”  

 
James is saying that true wisdom has less to do with what you know than it does with how you live and 

what you attitude in life is.  
Wisdom, in a biblical sense, has much more to do with the relational than the technical. It has very little to 

do with your IQ, or your academic achievements or how articulate you might be. It is an issue of how much your 
life patterns the truth – especially in your relationships with others.  

A lot of people out there who are really smart but have sorely limited ability to relate to others… They have 
"smarts" but very little wisdom. 

 
British author G. K. Chesterton and several other literary figures were asked one evening what book they 

would prefer to have with them if they were stranded on a desert island.  
One author, obviously quite a refined man, said, without any hesitation, “The complete works of 

Shakespeare.” Another thought about it for a moment and thought this might be some kind of setup so decided to 
go with a “higher road” answer. He said, “I’d choose the Bible.” Then they turned to Chesterton and asked, “How 
about you, G.K.? What book would you want to have?” Chesterton replied, “If I could choose, I would choose 
‘Thomas’s Guide to Practical Ship Building’”! 

 
If you want to determine whether someone is wise, don’t ask for his resume or the number of her degrees or 

his Grade Point Average. James says, “Look at his life. A person’s works – and not his words – will tell you if he 
has true wisdom.” 

 
Notice in verse 13 the spirit in which the wise person’s wisdom appears. It is in genuine humility. The wise 

person doesn’t approach life selfishly but with others in mind. He doesn’t focus on himself. Someone once said 
that, “he who calls attention to his own wisdom shows that he has none.” 

There are all kinds of people out there who pontificate and want everyone to think they are wise. Probably 
the most public of this kind of people are ministers and politicians. And it isn’t uncommon to have what’s really 
inside come to light – for the world to find out that they are just playing to the crowd and really have very little true 
wisdom at all… Politicians make unknown comments while their microphone is still on or ministers are caught 
with their hand in the offering plate. But we all know people like that – people who claim to be experts on 
everything. We suspect that they are only blowing smoke. 

 
We need to know the difference between true and false wisdom. So in verses 14-16 James shows us another 

characteristic that is true of the person with true wisdom.  
True wisdom, he says, is never self-centered. 
James writes, “But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or 

deny the truth. Such ‘wisdom’ does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil” (3:14-16). 



James tells us that in the heart of an unwise person you will always find the root problems of “envy and 
selfish ambition.”  

 
There is an ancient tale about two people who envied one another. One of them happened to be given the 

opportunity to receive a favor from the king. The king said he would do or give him anything he asked for, with the 
proviso that his rival would get twice as much of whatever he requested. This put this envious man in a most 
difficult position. How could he get something if his rival would get twice as much? If he asked the king for a 
million dollars his enemy would get two. If he asked to be appointed as an advisor his enemy would be appointed to 
the King's staff. So after much consideration, he went to the king and asked that one of his eyes be plucked out. 
Envy – false wisdom – will make us do very foolish things.  

 
Several years ago, Millard Fuller, founder of Habitat for Humanity, conducted a workshop at Pittsburgh 

Theological Seminary with 200 pastors. The discussion was about housing the homeless and the pastors all agreed 
that the reason the church doesn’t have enough money to help more has to do with greed and selfishness. Millard 
then asked this seemingly innocent question: “Is it possible for a person to build a house so large that it’s sinful in 
the eyes of God? Raise your hand if you think so."” 
 All 200 pastors raised their hands. 
  “Okay,” said Millard, “then can you tell me at exactly what size, the precise square footage, a house 
becomes sinful?” 
 There was silence from the pastors. You could have heard a pin drop. Finally, a small, quiet voice spoke up 
from the back of the room and said: “When it is bigger than mine.”  

Envy is a problem in every profession. Doctors envy other doctors. Secretaries envy other secretaries. 
Homemakers envy other homemakers. Professors envy other professors. Pastors envy other pastors. Students 
compare grades, clothes, appearance and athletic ability. We compare husbands and wives, and sons and daughters. 

The principle here is that true wisdom and self-centeredness are antithetical. They are contradictory. They 
cannot co-exist. You cannot be truly wise and still remain self-centered. 

 
James makes this point in verse 16: “For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder 

and every evil practice.” The problem with envy is that it always leads to other sins. Envy leads not only to the sin 
of resenting God’s goodness in others’ lives, but also to the sin of ignoring God’s goodness in our own lives. And, 
I've got to say, as well as I know Mt. Hope people, I know that God has been very good to you from the very day 
you were born... 

 
What are some of the “evil practices” James tells us are brought on by envy and selfish ambition? There is a 

long list.  

• Envy can cause you to lie to others.  

• Envy can spread gossip and slander.  

• Envy causes anger and stealing and cheating. 

• Envy causes people to steal husbands and wives.  

• Envy can even lead to murder. (The very first murder of the human race was because Cain envied Abel)  
Joseph’s brothers threw him in a pit and sold him into slavery because they envied him. 
Jesus was crucified because of the envy of the religious leaders of his day. 

 
Solomon tells us that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Paul tells us (Colossians 2) that in Christ 

we find all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Then he goes on to say that the so-called wise of this age will 
scoff at such an idea as finding true wisdom in a person and in the death of some lowly Jew who was crucified as a 
criminal. (1 Corinthians 1:18-25) 

 
The knowledge and experience of the love of God is the beginning source of wisdom because all wisdom 

originates with God… But that is only the beginning of a life of wisdom. We then begin the exciting adventure of 
learning how to experience God’s transforming power in our lives. We learn more and more what it means in 
Colossians 3:2 where it says to “set your mind on things above, not on earthly things.” When we are wise or want 
to be wise, we start learning to look at life from God’s perspective. And when we do that, we discover the life-
changing principle taught by Jesus that it is only when you die to your own self-interests and begin to love God and 
others that you will find true fulfillment.  



 
The world’s wisdom will tell you that the only way to find yourself is always to focus on yourself. But God’s 

wisdom tells us just the opposite. Jesus taught that the only way to find yourself is to first lose yourself in genuine 
love toward God and others. 
 

Love someone today. Tell them you do. Mean it. Be wise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
i This sermon is an adaptation of a sermon written by Rev. Freddy Fritz of Tampa Bay Presbyterian Church. The title and some of 
the illustrations are his. 


