
Trying to Control the Rain. A sermon delivered at Mt. Hope on Feb. 23, 2014 by Rev. Steven 

Schafer. Texts: Isaiah 35:1-7 and James 5:7-11. 51308 

 
I am so glad that the National Do Not Call Registry exists. You've probably heard of it. It's a website 

where you can register your phone number and have it put on a list that telemarketers aren’t allowed to call – or, 

if they do, they risk being fined
i
… We used to get several calls every week. Now we will maybe get one a 

month – and that is usually from some organization I gave money to so they can legally call since it’s not a 

“cold” call…  

 

I used to be polite to telemarketers. If there is a live person talking directly to me, I just find it very hard 

to hang up on them or to cut them off… I guess that’s what they are counting on… But I’ve toughened up over 

the years. Now, when I say I’m not interested and they keep on with their spiel, I say, “I’m going to hang up 

now. Goodbye,” then do. After a while, when your dinner is getting cold, being polite just has to take a back 

seat…  

 

Isn’t that one of the most frustrating things in life - - dealing with a habitual offender? It's tiresome to 

get repeated solicitation phone calls. It’s likewise difficult to deal with the same sins of our children every day. 

It’s difficult to live with the same weaknesses in our pastor or our congregation or our spouse day after day, 

week after week, year after year.... And the more you have to live with it, the more difficult it becomes.  

 

James, the brother of Jesus, the author of the book we’ve been looking at for months now, was the elder 

of the congregation at Jerusalem – his letter is to the early Jewish Christians – giving them many guidelines on 

how to live as Jewish Christians in a Jewish world.  

 

Last week James said that some of the rich among them had lived in luxury and self-indulgence. . . . 

“fattened (themselves) in the day of slaughter,” he said. …and they had persecuted the weak among them… The 

poorer Jewish Christians were habitually suffering because of the slander and exploitation of the rich. I don’t 

know how long this was going on, but at the point this letter was written, it appears that some of the Jewish 

Christians were growing tired of it.  

So James addresses it. He says, “Look, you’ve got to be patient until Jesus comes back. Just like the 

farmer who waits patiently for his crop to germinate and the plants to sprout and grow – he waits for the rain 

and sunny days – and eventually the crop is ready and he harvests it.  You, too, must be patient. You must stand 

firm.”  

 

Farmers, of course, have no choice but to be patient – they literally have no control over the rain. If no 

rain comes, there isn’t a thing they can do about it. If it rains too much and the little plants drown and rot, there 

isn’t a thing the farmer can do about it. He just has to trust God that what typically happens will happen – what 

God wills, will come to pass.  

The Jews needed to be patient, just like the farmer. They needed to realize that you do what you do and 

not worry or fret or be impatient. There is nothing you can do to affect anything… 

 

The Jews couldn’t control how they would be treated by the rich and the greedy or by the powerful of 

their society. They couldn’t control how God would bless their efforts and their work. Only God could act as 

God would act. So really, what choice did they have but to be patient!  

 

If we could really grasp this concept, I think we would have a lot easier time living our lives. When we 

get angry with our spouse for not doing what we want them to, we’re trying to control the rain - can't be done! 

When we get tired of our kids acting like kids, or if you’re a kid and your parents are not being fair and we want 

it all to change, we’re trying to control the rain - we can't. When we get angry with God for allowing someone 

to die, we’re trying to control the rain - it never works! Whether you’re a pastor, a parent, a child or a spouse, 

we all need to realize what our limitations are – what we can control and what we can’t. If we don’t, we’ll end 

up like the Jews, whom James says were “grumbling against each other.” That word for grumbling literally 

means to “sigh or groan because of an undesirable circumstance.” Isn’t that what we do every day? “Oh, it’s too 

cold out!” “My wife just won’t listen to me!” “My parents are too demanding!” “Why doesn’t God answer my 

prayers?” “Why doesn’t he fix this world?” 

  

We get frustrated and we sigh and complain to each other and about each other because people and 

things don’t turn out like we planned or wanted. In other words, we’re frustrated because... because we aren’t 

God. 

 

 The fact of the matter is that God is in control. You can’t control your good health. You can’t determine 

how much money you’ll make. You can’t control the weather. You have to be patient and trust God… You can 

TRY to control the rain, but you just can’t. 

 

Here is why this is so important. Do you remember some of the parables Jesus used? A very well known 

one that deals with accepting things you can’t control is found in Matthew 18. You remember it: A king wants 

to settle up his accounts so he calls in a man who owes him ten thousand talents. The man doesn’t have it so he 



can’t pay. Even the king couldn’t make it rain… The man says, “Be patient with me – I promise, I’ll pay it 

back.”  

The king likes the man’s commitment to his commitments and forgives the entire debt.  

The same man is owed a hundred denari. But he doesn't forgive it. He demands payment. His debtor 

begs him to be patient, but he can’t and throws the man into debtors prison… The king hears about this incident 

and is really ticked off and goes after the guy big time… 

 

Jesus connected impatience with a lack of forgiveness. And because the man was impatient and 

unforgiving with his servant, he was in big trouble…  And so James says, “look, you need to be patient – 

especially with things you can’t change because the King is standing at the door – that same King that was here 

before is coming again – that same King who was forgiving – that same King who expects YOU to be 

forgiving…or else…  The last thing you want is for you to be living with an unforgiving and impatient attitude 

when Jesus comes.  

 

But that wasn’t the only reason James wanted his readers to be patient. Farmers, he says, need to be 

patient when it comes to waiting for rain. But once the rain comes, they still need to be patient waiting for the 

crop to grow. 

 

When I was growing up on the farm, my grandfather and I often worked the fields while my father slept. 

Dad worked nights in the factory so left much of the farm work to his sons and his father… One fall season was 

especially rainy and we just couldn’t get the corn picked. The common practice in those kinds of situations is to 

wait until winter when the ground freezes hard enough to get the equipment onto it and then pick it. You lose 

some of the crop through spoilage, but that’s what you do. You wait. And you know it isn't going to be fun - 

field work in the freezing weather is miserable. My grandfather was impatient. He thought we could pick the 

dryer areas in the corn field and avoid the wetter spots… We got hopelessly stuck in the mud – and when a 

tractor gets stuck you’ve got problems. It’s usually the tractor that pulls out stuck vehicles on the farm… What 

do you use to pull out the puller? My father wasn’t happy with either of us… My grandfather for being 

impatient and me for not talking him out of it. 

 

This is the second reason why James was telling the Jews to be patient – because eventually the rain will 

come and the crops will grow and the harvest will be gathered in – but you’ve got to wait.  

He reminds us of Job – the man known for his patience. Job watched as his wealth was taken away, his 

good name dragged through the dirt, his friends accused him of wrong-doing, all his cattle were stolen, boils 

brought pain all over his body, and his ten children were killed. Yet, because Job persevered – because Job had 

patience – in the end the Lord restored everything to him and more. And more importantly gave Job the 

understanding that God knows far more than we can comprehend. Maybe you remember Job’s struggles. At one 

point he cried out to God:  “Why did I not perish at birth, and die as I came from the womb?” He just wanted to 

end it all. But God wouldn’t let him die. He HAD to wait. And after he did, God BLESSED him tremendously! 

 

And that’s the lesson: God is a God of compassion and mercy. Where we have no control, God still 

works it all out in the end for good. That is our hope. That is God’s promise.  

 

Some six thousand years ago God made plans for the coming of His Son into the world. He waited – 

patiently – until the time was just right, and then Jesus burst onto the scene. With patience Jesus preached and 

taught the disciples. With patience God allowed the Jews and Romans to put Jesus to death. And now for over 

2,000 years Jesus has been waiting for every last child of his to come to faith. He is waiting for just the right 

moment to take us home to be with him.  

 

Just take a look at your own life. Can you see times when God has been patient with you? I look back at 

my own life and am amazed. God gently guided me along the path He set for me even when I sometimes didn’t 

want to go that way. I would guess He’s done the same with you simply because you’re here this morning. God 

saw the spark of faith in your life and knew you would follow Him if you were given the chance. And He’s 

been patient. You haven’t always made it easy. Our love of the good life, our personal priorities, our bent 

toward sin, our lack of discipline – all have worked to keep us away from God. But God has been patient and 

has guided us to the life we have right now… And God continues to patiently urge us on – to a higher standard 

of spiritual life and strength. And, for as long as we live, God will be patient with us, continuing to direct our 

paths and give us direction. 

 

I end this morning with a reading by Reinhold Niebuhr – speaking eloquently about our need for 

patience and the peace that comes to life when we exercise it… 

Serenity Prayer 

God grant me the serenity  

to accept the things I cannot change;  

the courage to change the things I can; 

and the wisdom to know the difference. 



Living one day at a time;  

Enjoying one moment at a time;  

Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;  

Taking, as He did, this sinful world 

as it is, not as I would have it;  

Trusting that He will make all things right 

if I surrender to His Will; 

That I may be reasonably happy in this life  

and supremely happy with Him 

Forever in the next. 

Amen. 

I can't control the rain. You can’t either. Be patient. Let all of life’s history work itself out. Your life will 

be better if you do. May God always grant you the serenity to accept the things you cannot change.... and to 

trust God. 
 
 
 
                                                 
i
 The National Do Not Call Registry is at: https://www.donotcall.gov/ 


