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“But Who Do YOU Say I Am?” Chapter 25 or "The Story." Today's sermon (March 17, 2013) delivered at Mt. Hope by 

Rev. Steven Schafer. Text: Matthew 16: 13-30.  

 

 Steve Harvey is an actor and comedian and TV talk show personality. Here is how he would introduce Jesus... 

 [Video: Steve Harvey Introduces Jesus Christ] 

 

 Now that’s an amazing way to introduce Jesus - enthusiasm and drama and makes you want to applaud. But it is 

certainly not how everyone would introduce Him.  

 

 How would introduce Jesus? If you and Jesus walked into a room full of people how would you introduce Him? 

What would you say? Who would you say He is? 

 

 When I was growing up my mother taught me that in a social setting, especially if you are the host, when you are 

introducing someone it is always nice to say something about the person you are introducing. If they have a title, Dr., 

Pastor, Mrs. you should use it. And, if possible, you should say something about the person you are introducing, 

especially if it is something they hold in common with the person you are introducing them to. For example I might say, 

"Scott, I would like to introduce to you my friend Bill. I know you love hunting. Bill got an eight point buck on the first day 

of bow season last year." By doing this it helps to establish a relationship by building a common ground between them. 

 

 So if you were having a few friends over for a cookout and Jesus showed up. How would you introduce Him to 

your friends? What would you say about Him that would help them get to know Him a bit? 

 

 That's more or less the sort of thing that happened with Jesus and his disciples. They are travelling around the 

region of Caesarea...(that's just north of the Sea of Galilee where Jesus spent most of his time) 

 

 While they are walking down the road, Jesus turns to them and asks, "Who do people say I am?” Or, to put it 

another way, how would the people we met in the last village introduce me? 

 
 

They answered pretty honestly... "Jesus, there is probably some confusion. Some would say you are none other 

than John the Baptist (even though that is absurd - you and he were clearly down at the Jordan river last month together - 

you're obviously not him). Others say you might be Elijah, the prophet who didn't die, come back to earth as predicted. 

Most think you are probably a prophet..." 

  

 Then Jesus zeros in and asks the real question - the important question...“But what about you? Who do you say I 

am?"  

 

 Peter, always the first to jump in in any situation answered, "You are the Christ... If  you and I were to meet 

people and I needed to introduce you, I'd say, 'So and so, meet Jesus. He's the Christ." 

 

 The term “Christ” that Peter uses here is, in fact, a title. It is a formal introduction. And as I said, when we 

introduce someone we give their title.  

For example; this Mayor Stewart, this Pastor Mike, this is Dr. Smith. 

 

 This title used for Jesus is one of the most powerful clams in all of Scripture. And by using this title Peter makes a 

claim about who Jesus is that is going to create a lot of controversy; controversy that we deal with even today. The title 

'Christ' is the Greek New Testament word for the Hebrew word 'Messiah.' In general, it means that someone or something 

thing has been anointed or consecrated - ceremonially set apart for a specific task or purpose. In the Old Testament 

prophets, priests and kings were anointed. However, the title “the Messiah” or “the Christ” is the title for the specially 

anointed deliverer who would come and usher in the kingdom of God. 

 

 Many Jews in Jesus’ day they were looking for a Messiah, a leader who would deliver them out from under the 

oppression of the Romans. They wanted political and national freedom. But they missed the fact that the Messiah was 

going to give them an even greater freedom.  
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 Even today many who call themselves Christians only want a Messiah who will deliver them from the 

consequences of their sins, not from their sins. They don’t necessarily want to give up their sin they just don’t want to be 

punished for sin. 

 

 Jesus did die to pay the penalty for our sins. But He also rose again to give us new life; to deliver us from the 

power that sin has over our lives.  

 

 Some people would introduce Jesus by saying that: "Jesus is a likable guy. Get to know him, you'll like him... 

He's a good teacher, a moral example, a philosopher." 

 

 But is he? Sure He was the kind the guy people would call a descent fellow, a good story teller. But at the same 

time he was the kind of guy who would step up and say "I am God." 

 

 Now I don’t know about you, but I don’t have too many friends who will walk into a crowded room and start 

proclaiming they are God! Jesus was the kind of guy who would walk into a room and set people off by what he says. 

 

 When Jesus asked the disciples who do people say that I am, what were their answers? They said, "Well, some 

say you are John the Baptist alive from the dead. The one you called great. Or you are Elijah that great prophet returned. 

Or some say you are one of the great Old Testament prophets like Jeremiah." 

 

 "But how about you? Who do YOU say I am?" 

 

 Except for Peter they all had to think about that for a bit. They'd seen things - they'd heard things... First of all, 

here is the guy they saw walk out on the water and didn’t sink. And He’s the guy who calmed the storm with just his 

words. He's is the guy who took a boys lunch and created the biggest all-you-can-eat fish fry in history feeding thousands 

of people... That's pretty God-like... But He is also the same guy who, after taking strips of leather and weaving them 

together into a whip, drove the money changers and merchants out of the temple... I imagine that what was going through 

the minds of the disciples was that this man Jesus was sometimes likable ...and sometimes not so much. 

 

 Just think about this. If Jesus is some good moral teacher - maybe a prophet - then he certainly made some 

outrages claims about Himself... So who does Jesus claim to be? 

 

 Matthew records the question he put to His disciples this way (Matthew 16:13): “When Jesus came to the region 

of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?"  

 

 You see, here Jesus uses the title “the Son of man” in reference to Himself. Jesus refers to himself as "the Son of 

man" more than 80 times in the gospels—more than any other title. 

 

 The phrase comes from Daniel 7:13-14. Daniel is speaking and he says: “In my vision at night I looked, and there 

before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days [God] and 

was led into his [God’s] presence. 
14 

He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of 

every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one 

that will never be destroyed."  

 

 Jesus was essentially saying, by using the title “the Son of man,” that he is God. He is divine. He is claiming to be 

the Messiah - the Christ. 

 

 And when He said that, He upset a lot people. Some today will try to tell you that Jesus never claimed to be God. 

In using that phrase from Daniel that is exactly what he is claiming.” The religious leaders of his day knew what he 

meant. And they were angry! They were so outraged with him that they wanted to stone him. They wanted to kill him 

because they understood who He was claiming to be.  

 

 But Jesus didn’t stop there. He made other claims about who he is. We call them the “I am” statements. We find 

them in the gospel of John: 
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6:35  I am the bread of life 

8:12   I am the Light of the world 

10:7  I am the door 

10:11  I am the good shepherd 

11:25  I am the resurrection 

14:6  I am the way, the truth and the life 

15:1  I am the true vine 

 

 The use of the phase “I am” is a clear reference to the name God gave for Himself as the “I Am” in Exodus (3:14) 

where “God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And he said, "Say this to the people of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.' 

"  

 

 But let me just say this. Jesus is not only claiming to be God but He is making it clear that He is the only way to 

God the Father. Salvation comes only through Him! 

 

 For the world outside of the church that is not an acceptable statement. It doesn’t sound very tolerant. And it 

comes across a bit judgmental. But Jesus goes on. He will claim to be greater than Jonah, greater than Solomon, greater 

than Jacob. Jesus says that He is greater than Abraham. He says that He greater than John the Baptist... And then He 

points out that He has authority over the temple, over the Sabbath, and over heaven and earth.  

 

 Jesus sets Himself apart. He is not just some friendly likable guy. 

 

 Jesus’ statements are strong, to the point, and clear. Jesus beleived that He was God’s chosen one and He stated it 

clearly over and over. 

 

 There have been a lot of questions that people have asked about Jesus Christ throughout history but the most 

important question I think we need to ask is this.  

 

 Who do YOU say Jesus is? 

  

 C.S. Lewis invented what he called the "trilemma." It goes something like this: Jesus is either a Lunatic a Liar or 

He is Lord. 

  

 Here is my version of it: 

 

 But could someone who is unhinged do what Jesus did?  

 

 First - he gathered hundreds of followers. People followed him with great devotion. They didn’t just like Him, 

they loved Him. They gave everything up for Him. Now a crazy person might gather a following (Hitler did), but 

eventually people see him for what he is. People have followed Jesus constantly for 2000 years...  

 

 Also, Jesus changed people. He changed people’s lives. Could a mad man inspire people to live better lives? 

Seems unlikely... He gives people a greater destiny, a greater purpose for life. He takes a person from where they are to 

where they need to be. He  makes people feel less guilty about their shortcomings and sins... Lunatics don’t attract 

followers and then improve them. They attract followers for their own purposes and people are always harmed in the 

process... 

 

 Lunatics don’t lead like Jesus did. They don’t teach like Jesus taught. They don’t serve and die for their followers 

like Jesus did. ...Jesus sets Himself apart not as a lunatic but as someone who changes lives and inspires people. Is he a 

lunatic? Probably not. 

 

 Is Jesus a Liar? Did He just lie about everything He claimed? 

 

Well, let’s play this out a bit. 
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 If Jesus was a liar, that would make Him the greatest master mind, the greatest skammer of all times. If Jesus 

could have pulled off a lie of this magnitude he could have out ponzied Bernie Madoff. Think about it. Jesus has 

challenged and drawn millions of people to follow him with their lives, their money, their time, and their talents. If Jesus 

is nothing more than a liar He has to be the greatest swindler and trickster of all time. 

 

But before we can come to that conclusion we need to take a few things into consideration:  

 

 First of all there are the miracles. The New Testament records some 36 of Jesus miracles. And every one of them 

are visible, witnessed, and confirmed as true by those around Him - even those who hated him. 

 

 And if He was a liar and the swindler you would think that He would take some of the fame that could have gone 

with miracle working... But when Jesus healed someone He often told them not to tell anybody. He healed them for their 

sake not for His own. 

 

 Jesus dies jobless and penniless. He was so broke they had to bury Him in a borrowed tomb. He died as a 

convicted criminal. So if he was a deceiver and a liar, He really didn’t do a very good job. 

 

 Furthermore, Jesus’ life was a life of honor. His was a life that was lived out for the purpose of doing the will of 

God and not deceiving someone else. He was steadfastly opposed to lying. He taught the highest of moral principles. To 

be a liar would go against everything he taught and how he lived. 

 

 And on top of that, when he was on trial for his life he stuck to his story. Not many liars would continue their lie 

if it meant torture, humiliation and excruciating death... People don't die for a lie. 

 

 Lunitic - definitely not. Liar - seems highly unlikely... So if he was not a crazy man and he wasn't a lying to 

everybody, he must have been telling the truth... 

 

 So now we come full circle, right back to the beginning where Peter professes that: 

 

Jesus is Lord 

 

 Is He Lord? Is He Lord in your mind and in your heart? 

 

 The events in Jesus’ life weren’t just happenstance. Yes, Jesus was this historical person who taught with amazing 

words and backed those words up with the miracles He performed. But we also need to see that Jesus was introduced as 

Lord by the prophets of the Old Testament hundreds of years earlier. In the Old Testament there are over three hundred 

prophesies that Jesus fulfilled in His lifetime. 

 

 There is an author named Josh McDowell and number of years ago he wrote book called "Evidence that Demands 

a Verdict." He also wrote a book titled, "More Than a Carpenter." In the second book he took 8 of the prophesies 

concerning the Messiah from the Old Testament and researched to see what the odds would be of one person fulfilling all 

8. He worked with some MIT graduates, people who are very sharp in math and statistics. They found that the odds of one 

person fulfilling just 8 of these prophesies about Christ was 1 to the 17
th
 power. That’s a one with 17 zeros after it. 

 

 Someone came up with an illustration to demonstrate how astronomical that is... They said: Go to the state of 

Texas and cover it with quarters two feet deep. Then take one quarter, paint a red “x” on it, and drop that quarter from a 

helicopter somewhere over the state of Texas.  

 

 Now blindfold someone, spin them around a few times, and let them walk in any direction they want and when 

they bend down they pick up that one quarter with the red x on it. That's what the odds are that one person would fulfill 

just 8 of the over 300 prophesies that Jesus fulfilled.  

 

 But it doesn’t stop there. Jesus Christ also shows us that He has power over death. In this week’s chapter of the 

Story we read about Lazarus, Jesus’ friend, who died. We are told that by the time Jesus gets there Lazarus had already 
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been in the grave four days. So when Jesus told them to remove the stone from in front of the grave they warned the 

Lazarus body would have already started to decay and there would be a stench.  

 

 But the people open the grave anyway and then Jesus cries out to Lazarus—"Get up!" and Lazarus gets up and 

walks out of the grave. 

 

 In a couple of weeks we will see Jesus himself rise from the dead.  

  

 You know it is one thing to call a dead man back to life but it is a whole other thing for a dead man to raise 

Himself. This is powerful! No other religion has an empty tomb, a living savior - - no other religion...  

 

 Buddha is in the grave. Mohamed is in the grave. Confucius or any other religious leaders and cult leaders are still 

in the grave. Only Christianity is based on the resurrection. Jesus is a risen Lord, a living Lord. And He has power over 

the grave and He says it is yours. "You will be with me in the resurrection." Pretty awesome stuff. 

 

 So there you have it. Is He just some likable guy? Is He some lunatic or liar? Or is He Lord? How would you 

introduce Him? Who would YOU say Jesus is?  

 

 


