
Why Church?  A sermon delivered by Rev. Steven Schafer on Rally Day, September 7, 2014. Texts: Ruth 1: 

14-17 and Acts 2: 41-47 sbayles 

 It is so easy to hit the snooze button on Sunday morning when the alarm sounds at seven o'clock, roll 

over and go back to sleep. Maybe you had every intention of going to church, maybe Sunday School, 

too...even had your clothes laid out the night before, but your sleepy side wins and you satisfy your conscience 

with the thought, "I’ll go next Sunday."  

 But why? Why do we even consider going to church? Admit it, you’ve asked that question- maybe not 

out loud, but you’ve asked it… Today it was easy to answer. You came for the fun and food and because you 

felt you ought to go on Rally Day, but what about next Sunday? Next Sunday isn't Rally Day. It's not Christmas. 

It's not Easter. Nothing "special" is going on. Can you rationalize going two Sundays in a row? 

 You go to school to get an education so you can make a living. Quite practical. You go to work to make 

money so you can pay the bills. That’s a necessity. You go to the gym for exercise and better health. That’s a 

wise decision. You go to the mall to shop for clothes and the grocery store to buy food. You go to the lake to 

fish, the ball game to cheer, and golf course for fun or frustration. 

 But church? Why go? Why get up early on one of your few off-days? Why go through the hassle of 

dressing up and getting the kids ready? Why go to the trouble of finding a parking space near the front and a 

pew near the back? What’s the point? 

 If you've ever found yourself wondering about that perplexing question, you're not alone. Surveys tell us 

that as many as 79% of Americans identify themselves as Christians, yet only 20% of Americans actually 

attend church regularly. Obviously some people look at going to church as a bother—an unnecessary burden 

to be avoided whenever possible—a perfectly good hour wasted in order to keep a wife or a preacher or a 

parent off their backs. Others see it as sort of like punching a spiritual time clock or earning brownie points with 

God. 

 But if you’re someone who understands church and what it's really all about, going to church can be the 

most fulfilling, inspiring thing you do all week. 

 The Book of Acts tells the story of how the church got started and I think that rather fits this morning as 

we begin the celebration of our own “start” 125 years ago.   

Way back in 1889 a Bible Study group at First Congregational down on Forest Ave. in Detroit 

discovered that most of them lived over near 25th Street, which had recently been renamed “Mt. Hope Avenue.” 

There was a depression in those years and the street had been renamed in hopes that better times would 

eventually come. As it happened, First Congregational was bursting at the seams so the minister suggested 

that the people from that Bible Study group start their own church in their  own neighborhood. 125 years later 

and several changes of venue, we have you here today…  

But we are only a local church. The larger church started fifty days after Jesus rose from the dead, 

when God sent the Holy Spirit to empower his disciples. They were so enervated that they went out and began 

telling everyone about the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. It was an astounding message and millions 

of people listened to it - - thousands believed and joined this new thing called “church.”  At the end of Acts 2, 

we find this little snapshot of what life was like in those early days of the church. Here’s what it says: 

 "Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day—about 3,000 in 

all. All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals, 

and to prayer. A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs 

and wonders. And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. They sold their 

property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. They worshiped together at the Temple 

each day, met in homes for the Lord's Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity—all the 

while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship 

those who were being saved." (Acts 2:41-47 NLT) 

 



 Embedded in this great paragraph we find the real purpose of the church and why we meet together 

every week. Looking at the example of this very first group of Christians reveals five reasons why the church 

exists and why you and I should be a part of it. The first thing that church brings into our lives is membership. 

 

 The church gives us a place to belong. The Bible says, "All the believers devoted themselves... to 

fellowship, and to sharing in meals...and all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they 

had."  Jesus gave these new believers a sense of community, belonging and togetherness at a level that you 

cannot find anywhere else in the world. Have you ever thought of that? There is no other place you can join – 

where the whole family can join - where you are accepted and loved and where you share the same values 

and mission and history. There’s no other place where kids and adults do something on a regular basis. 

There’s no other place where people come together to serve the community and one another… where griefs 

and joys and hardships and plenty are shared…where there is a cross-generational interaction and caring… 

 All of us need a place to belong. All of us need to be a part of something bigger than ourselves. All of 

us need to experience family and fellowship.  

 

 Vance Packard calls America "a nation of strangers,” and studies show that 4 out of 10 people in 

America experience feelings of intense loneliness. Our American culture produces people who more closely 

identify with characters on a weekly TV series than with their next-door neighbors (Sue and I are among them 

– we know and love the characters on our favorite TV drama but can’t tell you more than the first names of 

more than a couple of our neighbors). Everywhere you look, there are signs that people are hungering for 

fellowship, community, and a sense of family. Did  you ever notice: beer commercials don't sell beer; they sell 

fellowship. Advertisers don't portray someone drinking alone; it's always in the context of enjoying each other's 

company. People long to be connected. That’s what the church majors in. 

 

 This fall when you see geese heading south for the winter, flying along in V formation, you might be 

interested in knowing what science has discovered about why they fly that way. It has been learned that as 

each bird flaps its wings, it creates uplift for the bird immediately following. By flying in a V formation, the whole 

flock adds at least 71% greater flying range than if each bird flew on its own. Christians who share a common 

direction and a sense of community can get where they are going quicker and easier, because they are 

traveling on the thrust of one another. We uphold one another. We make getting through the hard times easier 

and we share the joys of the good times. 

 

 Secondly, church gives us an opportunity to magnify the God who made us. 

 Going back to Acts 2, "They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord's 

Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity, all the while praising God"  (vs. 46-47 NLT). 

 

 In case no one has ever told you this, it's not all about you. In that one aspect alone, the church is 

revolutionary in our culture where everyone out there is telling us that it IS all about ME. It's about Jesus. 

Church gives us an opportunity to worship God the Father and his Son Jesus, through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. It gives us perspective on who we are and who God is and how we fit into the whole scheme of creation. 

Church gives us one hour a week of focused worship and attention on Jesus. I've always liked how David 

described worship. He said, "Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name - -  together!"  (Psalm 

34:3 ESV).  

 Do you know what it means to magnify something? Back in 1986, when Halley’s Comet came through 

on it’s 76 year circuit, I borrowed a telescope and took our girls and Sara and Beth Harding out into a field in a 

rural area to see it. You couldn’t see the comet with just your eyes but there it was in the telescope, magnified, 

making the comet bright and thrilling. The same thing happens when we magnify, or worship, God. As we bring 

Him into focus, He becomes bigger in our hearts and lives as we stand in awe of his indescribable beauty, his 

inexpressible splendor and incomprehensible wonder. 



 

 If you let yourself be truly immersed in worship, if you refuse to criticize the music or the order of the 

service or the inadequacies of the minister or the confounded changes he makes to worship - -  if you come to 

church to SEE GOD, something awesome will happen in your life.  

 

Third - - - Church helps lead us to spiritual maturity. 

 Jumping back to Acts 2 again, "All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to 

prayer"  (vs. 42 NLT).  

 Let me explain something that I don't think a lot of preachers say: We don't study the Bible so that we 

can sound smart in Sunday school; we study the Bible so that, through it, the Holy Spirit can change us and 

make us more like Christ. The Bible says, "Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up"  (1 Corinthians 8:1). God 

want to develop in you and me the kind of character described in the beatitudes, in the fruit of the Spirit and 

Paul’s great love chapter. 

 When you come to church—into the fellowship of other spiritually growing people—and hear the Word 

of God being preached, it teaches you what it really means to be like Jesus, it challenges you to follow in his 

steps, and hopefully it inspires you and equips you to be able to do it.  

 

 Fourth, going to church prepares you for ministry. Ministry is just a religious word for “being a Christian 

in your world.” 

 Acts 2 says: "A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous 

signs and wonders ... They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need"  

(vs. 43-45 NLT). 

 While the apostles (the ministers) were out healing the sick, blind and crippled, other Christians were 

helping the poor and looking out for one another. 

 You were put on earth to make a contribution. You weren't created just to consume resources—to eat, 

drink, and take up space. God designed you – and me -  to make a difference with our lives. While many best-

selling books offer advice on how to get the most out of life, that's not why God made us. We were created to 

add to life on earth. God wants us to give something back. 

 

 Unlike the apostles, we can't all go around healing the sick. We don't all have the resources to sell 

property and give to the poor. But we all have special gifts, abilities, experiences and interests that God has 

given us for ministry. 

 If you love to cook, you can make meals for shut-ins. If you've got a heart for kids, you were probably 

made to teach Sunday School. Who better to help a recovering alcoholic than someone who fought that demon 

and found freedom? If you've been through the tragedy of divorce, God can use you to comfort others who are 

experiencing that same heartbreak. The possibilities are limitless. Unfortunately, so are the excuses.  

 Abraham was old, Jacob was insecure, Leah was unattractive, Gideon was poor, David had an affair 

and all kinds of family trouble, Elijah was suicidal, Jeremiah was depressed, Naomi was a widow, the 

Samaritan woman had five failed marriages, Thomas had doubts, and Timothy was timid. Yet, God used each 

of them in his service. He'll use you, too, if you let him. 

 

 Finally, being a part of the church helps you to understand and carry out your life's mission. 

 One last time in Acts 2, "…each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved"  

(Acts 2:47 NLT). The church's mission is the same as Christ's mission—to seek and save the lost. 

 In church, we all have the same mission: to share the Good News of Jesus and his saving grace with a 

bent and broken world. You might fulfill your mission by sharing your testimony—the story of how you came to 

Jesus and what he's done in your life. You might carry out your mission by telling people the Good News—

explaining the sacrificial death and subsequent resurrection of Christ and what that means to the world and 



what it might mean to them. Or maybe you will accomplish your mission by simply inviting people to church 

and letting them hear the Good News here. 

 The church in Jerusalem grew from 120 believers to 3000 in just one day. By Acts 4, that number had 

risen to 5000 and, by Acts 6 there were too many to count—all because they knew they had a mission and 

they set out to get it done. 

 

 Why church?  

Because it’s a place where you belong.  

Because it’s a place where God is magnified in your life and inspires you to higher living.  

Because as we grow older in our lives we need to grow up in our faith. 

 Because God has something for you to do… and because God has a message for you to share with your 

world -  if you will. 

 


