
World Changers. A sermon delivered at Mt. Hope on May 18, 2014 by Rev. Steven Schafer. Texts: Acts 6: 1-15, 55-60 and 

Matthew 5: 13-18. 

 Do you ever listen to Christian radio? I typically don't except on Sunday mornings on my way to church. I do 

listen to radio preachers sometimes - some are quite good - others not - but I almost never listen to the talk-shows. I 

find them too frustrating. People say some of the most bizarre and outlandish things about God and Jesus' teachings and 

so confuse politics and religion that I can't take it. I end up shouting at the radio... but I don't think anyone ever hears.  

And the radio hosts are just as bad or worse. They seem to be so closed-minded and narrow in their perspective - and, 

again, so terribly politically biased. If you don't agree with them on politics you aren't a Christian. If you don't agree with 

their theological positions, you aren't a Christian - or at least not a very good one. But I know I am a Christian and I know 

that politics has nothing to do with it ... so why listen to people who try to force me into a mold God may have made for 

them but not for me?  

 I used to listen though - before I became curmudgeonly. There was a minister who had a call-in program where 

he would so some Christian counseling. It was called "Pastor to Parishioners" or something like that. It was pretty good - 

he listened to life problems - often religious ones - and gave pretty sound advice. But his program was followed by 

another talk show featuring a minister and his wife - I didn't listen to that program but it came right after the one I 

listened to so I often caught their into. The announcer says, "Welcome to Bob and Jane's Hour of Integrity" (or whatever 

it was), then he'd go on to say, "an hour that will change your life." 

 I couldn't help but to think how dangerous that program must be. If I listened yesterday my life was changed - 

now it's going to change again today and again tomorrow and again the next day... That just doesn't sound too healthy - 

I prefer a little stability in my life, thank you.  

 There are so many things that will, supposedly, change our lives...so many things that will change the world. 

Some things really do - but let's be honest: most don't. And I doubt that a radio program would or could do so daily.  

 

 If you look for books with "Changed the World" in their titles on Amazon, you find all kinds of things that 

supposedly changed the world. The first one listed is "Tambora: The Eruption that Changed the World" - ever hear of 

Tambora? You should have. It apparently changed the world.  I looked it up.It is a volcano in Indonesia that erupted in 

1816 - the largest eruption in recorded history. It caused the entire world to have a "volcanic winter" where, even in the 

western hemisphere there was virtually no summer weather - crops failed and famine was widespread. Tambora 

changed the world for a few years but that's about all. The second one is "How Fracking Changed the World." Fracking? 

We all know about it but has it/will it "change the world?  Then "Art that Changed the World."?" Art - It's wonderful and 

often powerful but most people will never see the great masterpieces nor know much about them... The next on the list 

is "5 Hymns the Changed the World." Even hymns I have to question. They often speak profoundly to us and maybe even 

millions of other Christians and maybe over a long period of time but I have a hard time believing that hymns change the 

world in any significant way.  

 There's a children's book out that is titled "53 1/2 Things that Changed the World." It does, indeed list things 

that changed the world. It lists fire, clothes, the wheel, toilets, clocks, the printing press, nuclear power and fusion. It 

was written back in 1995. I imagine it would include computers if it were written today. One that the author missed that 

most certainly changed the world is the compass. 

 

 The compass was probably invented by the Chinese at least 150 years before it began to be used in Europe 

around 1200 A.D. Before the compass, sailors relied on the skies for information about their location; in cloudy and 

stormy weather they were clueless. They had no idea where they were, which direction they were heading nor how to 



steer toward their destination. The compass changed all that and made shipping faster and safer, allowing for busy 

trading routes to develop, linking the world together in amazing ways. 

 About a thousand years before the compass was invented, however, there was a man who changed the world in 

such a powerful way that no one can deny nor doubt it.  Jesus, the True Compass, introduced a new way to navigate 

spiritual waters and the treacherous seas of life. More than any other person who has ever lived, He changed the world - 

without inventions, without warfare, without world travel, without technology, without public relations firms... with 

only his words and ideas and his talk about God and explanations about how we can have internal and eternal peace. 

 

 In Acts 6-7 we see how influential the Christ Compass was in the life of the early church. These chapters do not 

contain the stories of Jesus (those are only in the gospels - Acts is the story of the church after Jesus was gone from the 

earth) but they illustrate just how transformative his example and guidance proved to be in the lives of the first 

Christians. What we see in Acts is a picture of a completely new way of life, one based entirely on the direction provided 

by Jesus words. 

 

 The changes begin in chapter 6, with the selection of seven men to serve as deacons to ensure that the needy in 

their communities are properly served. The 12 apostles knew their job - it was to go out into the world and tell others 

about Jesus, to establish churches, to be representatives of God. But as the church grew there were some very practical 

issues that arose. Who is going to minister to the poor? Who would watch over the widows and orphans to make sure 

they would be OK? Who could take charge of nursing and caring for to the sick and hurting. The 12 could, perhaps, but 

that would mean they couldn't concentrate on travel and preaching and organizing - they couldn't go out there and BE 

Jesus.  So the apostles call a meeting, and ask the group to select "seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of 

wisdom" (v. 3) to become Deacons (that's what deacons are supposed to do - to do daily ministry kinds of things so that 

the ministers can proclaim Christ in the community).  They choose a young man named Stephen and six others, and the 

apostles entrust  them to the ministry of serving the needs of the local church. 

 

 These seven -- and the twelve apostles -- are the people of whom it would later be said, somewhat nervously, 

that they "were turning the world upside down" (Act 17:6) - they were changing the world.  It was obvious even as it 

was happening. The quality of living, the kindness, the goodness, the commitment to Christ's teachings, the fact that 

people saw and wanted to be a part of it, was all obvious. Acts tells us that Stephen hits the streets running -- he was 

"full of grace and power," working "great wonders and signs among the people" (v. 8). In other words, he LOVED the 

work he was assigned to do. It was often work that had little or no reward - it was visiting the sick and figuring out how 

to help the needy; it was comforting the grieving and burying the dead; it was making sure that everyone received what 

they needed to survive; it involved raising money and collecting clothing and food for the poor. It was being a Christian 

in the trenches every day. 

 I always tell our new deacons, when they are just elected and attend their first Deacon's meeting, that they 

should consider themselves greatly honored because they were chosen for spiritual service. But then I like to caution 

them that spiritual service is not as elite and wonderful as it may sound. Their job is to be ministers (servants) to all of 

you here at Mt. Hope. They have been chosen to visit the sick and assist the needy and encourage the downtrodden and 

love the unlovely among us. They have stepped up to the plate and said "I will be Christ to Mt. Hope people - and I know 

that means that I am a servant, an example, a helper, and should expect nothing more in return than to be perhaps 

crucified.    

 Stephen was all of that and he loved it. But quite often, being a "goody two-shoes Christian" is not well-received. 

People, for some reason, resent truly good people.  So there is a stirring among the elders and the scribes and other 

people against Stephen, and they bring him before the council. They hit him with a truckload of false charges, they try to 



break his spirit, but he stands before them with what's described as "the face of an angel" (v. 15). 

 

 Stephen, like his Jesus, is about to become a world-changer -- the first person who stood on solidly Christian 

principles - who followed unerringly the Jesus Compass - who would be martyred for the faith. And, as such, he is a 

prototype, a model, a compass, for each of us. Over the centuries thousands of others have died for their faith - many of 

them because they remembered the bravery and faith of Stephen.  

 

 Stephen shows us how to navigate by the compass of Christ and to see Jesus as the directional signal that we 

follow in life and in death. Here are the lessons we learn in the way we ought to live as Christ followers. We are to:  

 

* Act as a servant leaders, working for the welfare of others. 

* We are to speak boldly about our faith - never backing down as we proclaim the love of God. 

* We are to look to heaven, especially when the world is roaring with rage.  

* We are to trust our Lord to hold us close, in even the most desperate of situations. 

* Finally, we are to try to offer forgiveness to those who hurt us, as Jesus did on the cross.  

 

That's what it means to follow the Christ-compass. That's what it means to be a world-changer. 

Let me ask you... Would you consider yourself a servant to others here at Mt. Hope and in your community? You should 

you know. If you wouldn't call yourself a servant, what would you call yourself? 

Have you ever spoken boldly about your faith? We probably wouldn't do as Stephen did and address the whole of the 

leadership of the community, but have you ever spoken boldly about your faith to anyone? If you haven't, why not? No 

one is going to stone you. What's the worse thing that could happen? 

Do you have the courage to look to God - and trust God - when you are about to die? 

Can you forgive those who have hurt you? Isn't that the way of Christ? Why, if God forgave you what you've done, can't 

you forgive others for the slights and offenses they've given? 

I'm not sure you are going to change the world if you do like Stephen - in terms of speaking and trusting and forgiving, 

but I AM sure that you are going to change YOUR world - your family - your life. BE a Christian. Be a Christian. 
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Matthew 5: 13-18. 

 Do you ever listen to Christian radio? I typically don't except on Sunday mornings on my way to church. I do 

listen to radio preachers sometimes - some are quite good - others not - but I almost never listen to the talk-shows. I 

find them too frustrating. People say some of the most bizarre and outlandish things about God and Jesus' teachings and 

so confuse politics and religion that I can't take it. I end up shouting at the radio... but I don't think anyone ever hears.  

And the radio hosts are just as bad or worse. They seem to be so closed-minded and narrow in their perspective - and, 

again, so terribly politically biased. If you don't agree with them on politics you aren't a Christian. If you don't agree with 

their theological positions, you aren't a Christian - or at least not a very good one. But I know I am a Christian and I know 

that politics has nothing to do with it ... so why listen to people who try to force me into a mold God may have made for 

them but not for me?  

 I used to listen though - before I became curmudgeonly. There was a minister who had a call-in program where 

he would so some Christian counseling. It was called "Pastor to Parishioners" or something like that. It was pretty good - 

he listened to life problems - often religious ones - and gave pretty sound advice. But his program was followed by 

another talk show featuring a minister and his wife - I didn't listen to that program but it came right after the one I 

listened to so I often caught their into. The announcer says, "Welcome to Bob and Jane's Hour of Integrity" (or whatever 

it was), then he'd go on to say, "an hour that will change your life." 

 I couldn't help but to think how dangerous that program must be. If I listened yesterday my life was changed - 

now it's going to change again today and again tomorrow and again the next day... That just doesn't sound too healthy - 

I prefer a little stability in my life, thank you.  

 There are so many things that will, supposedly, change our lives...so many things that will change the world. 

Some things really do - but let's be honest: most don't. And I doubt that a radio program would or could do so daily.  

 

 If you look for books with "Changed the World" in their titles on Amazon, you find all kinds of things that 

supposedly changed the world. The first one listed is "Tambora: The Eruption that Changed the World" - ever hear of 

Tambora? You should have. It apparently changed the world.  I looked it up.It is a volcano in Indonesia that erupted in 

1816 - the largest eruption in recorded history. It caused the entire world to have a "volcanic winter" where, even in the 

western hemisphere there was virtually no summer weather - crops failed and famine was widespread. Tambora 

changed the world for a few years but that's about all. The second one is "How Fracking Changed the World." Fracking? 

We all know about it but has it/will it "change the world?  Then "Art that Changed the World."?" Art - It's wonderful and 

often powerful but most people will never see the great masterpieces nor know much about them... The next on the list 

is "5 Hymns the Changed the World." Even hymns I have to question. They often speak profoundly to us and maybe even 

millions of other Christians and maybe over a long period of time but I have a hard time believing that hymns change the 

world in any significant way.  

 There's a children's book out that is titled "53 1/2 Things that Changed the World." It does, indeed list things 

that changed the world. It lists fire, clothes, the wheel, toilets, clocks, the printing press, nuclear power and fusion. It 

was written back in 1995. I imagine it would include computers if it were written today. One that the author missed that 

most certainly changed the world is the compass. 

 

 The compass was probably invented by the Chinese at least 150 years before it began to be used in Europe 

around 1200 A.D. Before the compass, sailors relied on the skies for information about their location; in cloudy and 

stormy weather they were clueless. They had no idea where they were, which direction they were heading nor how to 



steer toward their destination. The compass changed all that and made shipping faster and safer, allowing for busy 

trading routes to develop, linking the world together in amazing ways. 

 About a thousand years before the compass was invented, however, there was a man who changed the world in 

such a powerful way that no one can deny nor doubt it.  Jesus, the True Compass, introduced a new way to navigate 

spiritual waters and the treacherous seas of life. More than any other person who has ever lived, He changed the world - 

without inventions, without warfare, without world travel, without technology, without public relations firms... with 

only his words and ideas and his talk about God and explanations about how we can have internal and eternal peace. 

 

 In Acts 6-7 we see how influential the Christ Compass was in the life of the early church. These chapters do not 

contain the stories of Jesus (those are only in the gospels - Acts is the story of the church after Jesus was gone from the 

earth) but they illustrate just how transformative his example and guidance proved to be in the lives of the first 

Christians. What we see in Acts is a picture of a completely new way of life, one based entirely on the direction provided 

by Jesus words. 

 

 The changes begin in chapter 6, with the selection of seven men to serve as deacons to ensure that the needy in 

their communities are properly served. The 12 apostles knew their job - it was to go out into the world and tell others 

about Jesus, to establish churches, to be representatives of God. But as the church grew there were some very practical 

issues that arose. Who is going to minister to the poor? Who would watch over the widows and orphans to make sure 

they would be OK? Who could take charge of nursing and caring for to the sick and hurting. The 12 could, perhaps, but 

that would mean they couldn't concentrate on travel and preaching and organizing - they couldn't go out there and BE 

Jesus.  So the apostles call a meeting, and ask the group to select "seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of 

wisdom" (v. 3) to become Deacons (that's what deacons are supposed to do - to do daily ministry kinds of things so that 

the ministers can proclaim Christ in the community).  They choose a young man named Stephen and six others, and the 

apostles entrust  them to the ministry of serving the needs of the local church. 

 

 These seven -- and the twelve apostles -- are the people of whom it would later be said, somewhat nervously, 

that they "were turning the world upside down" (Act 17:6) - they were changing the world.  It was obvious even as it 

was happening. The quality of living, the kindness, the goodness, the commitment to Christ's teachings, the fact that 

people saw and wanted to be a part of it, was all obvious. Acts tells us that Stephen hits the streets running -- he was 

"full of grace and power," working "great wonders and signs among the people" (v. 8). In other words, he LOVED the 

work he was assigned to do. It was often work that had little or no reward - it was visiting the sick and figuring out how 

to help the needy; it was comforting the grieving and burying the dead; it was making sure that everyone received what 

they needed to survive; it involved raising money and collecting clothing and food for the poor. It was being a Christian 

in the trenches every day. 

 I always tell our new deacons, when they are just elected and attend their first Deacon's meeting, that they 

should consider themselves greatly honored because they were chosen for spiritual service. But then I like to caution 

them that spiritual service is not as elite and wonderful as it may sound. Their job is to be ministers (servants) to all of 

you here at Mt. Hope. They have been chosen to visit the sick and assist the needy and encourage the downtrodden and 

love the unlovely among us. They have stepped up to the plate and said "I will be Christ to Mt. Hope people - and I know 

that means that I am a servant, an example, a helper, and should expect nothing more in return than to be perhaps 

crucified.    

 Stephen was all of that and he loved it. But quite often, being a "goody two-shoes Christian" is not well-received. 

People, for some reason, resent truly good people.  So there is a stirring among the elders and the scribes and other 

people against Stephen, and they bring him before the council. They hit him with a truckload of false charges, they try to 



break his spirit, but he stands before them with what's described as "the face of an angel" (v. 15). 

 

 Stephen, like his Jesus, is about to become a world-changer -- the first person who stood on solidly Christian 

principles - who followed unerringly the Jesus Compass - who would be martyred for the faith. And, as such, he is a 

prototype, a model, a compass, for each of us. Over the centuries thousands of others have died for their faith - many of 

them because they remembered the bravery and faith of Stephen.  

 

 Stephen shows us how to navigate by the compass of Christ and to see Jesus as the directional signal that we 

follow in life and in death. Here are the lessons we learn in the way we ought to live as Christ followers. We are to:  

 

* Act as a servant leaders, working for the welfare of others. 

* We are to speak boldly about our faith - never backing down as we proclaim the love of God. 

* We are to look to heaven, especially when the world is roaring with rage.  

* We are to trust our Lord to hold us close, in even the most desperate of situations. 

* Finally, we are to try to offer forgiveness to those who hurt us, as Jesus did on the cross.  

 

That's what it means to follow the Christ-compass. That's what it means to be a world-changer. 

Let me ask you... Would you consider yourself a servant to others here at Mt. Hope and in your community? You should 

you know. If you wouldn't call yourself a servant, what would you call yourself? 

Have you ever spoken boldly about your faith? We probably wouldn't do as Stephen did and address the whole of the 

leadership of the community, but have you ever spoken boldly about your faith to anyone? If you haven't, why not? No 

one is going to stone you. What's the worse thing that could happen? 

Do you have the courage to look to God - and trust God - when you are about to die? 

Can you forgive those who have hurt you? Isn't that the way of Christ? Why, if God forgave you what you've done, can't 

you forgive others for the slights and offenses they've given? 

I'm not sure you are going to change the world if you do like Stephen - in terms of speaking and trusting and forgiving, 

but I AM sure that you are going to change YOUR world - your family - your life. BE a Christian. Be a Christian. 
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Can you forgive those who have hurt you? Isn't that the way of Christ? Why, if God forgave you what you've done, can't 

you forgive others for the slights and offenses they've given? 

I'm not sure you are going to change the world if you do like Stephen - in terms of speaking and trusting and forgiving, 

but I AM sure that you are going to change YOUR world - your family - your life. BE a Christian. Be a Christian. 

 



World Changers. A sermon delivered at Mt. Hope on May 18, 2014 by Rev. Steven Schafer. Texts: Acts 6: 1-15, 55-60 and 

Matthew 5: 13-18. 

 Do you ever listen to Christian radio? I typically don't except on Sunday mornings on my way to church. I do 

listen to radio preachers sometimes - some are quite good - others not - but I almost never listen to the talk-shows. I 

find them too frustrating. People say some of the most bizarre and outlandish things about God and Jesus' teachings and 

so confuse politics and religion that I can't take it. I end up shouting at the radio... but I don't think anyone ever hears.  

And the radio hosts are just as bad or worse. They seem to be so closed-minded and narrow in their perspective - and, 

again, so terribly politically biased. If you don't agree with them on politics you aren't a Christian. If you don't agree with 

their theological positions, you aren't a Christian - or at least not a very good one. But I know I am a Christian and I know 

that politics has nothing to do with it ... so why listen to people who try to force me into a mold God may have made for 

them but not for me?  

 I used to listen though - before I became curmudgeonly. There was a minister who had a call-in program where 

he would so some Christian counseling. It was called "Pastor to Parishioners" or something like that. It was pretty good - 

he listened to life problems - often religious ones - and gave pretty sound advice. But his program was followed by 

another talk show featuring a minister and his wife - I didn't listen to that program but it came right after the one I 

listened to so I often caught their into. The announcer says, "Welcome to Bob and Jane's Hour of Integrity" (or whatever 

it was), then he'd go on to say, "an hour that will change your life." 

 I couldn't help but to think how dangerous that program must be. If I listened yesterday my life was changed - 

now it's going to change again today and again tomorrow and again the next day... That just doesn't sound too healthy - 

I prefer a little stability in my life, thank you.  

 There are so many things that will, supposedly, change our lives...so many things that will change the world. 

Some things really do - but let's be honest: most don't. And I doubt that a radio program would or could do so daily.  

 

 If you look for books with "Changed the World" in their titles on Amazon, you find all kinds of things that 

supposedly changed the world. The first one listed is "Tambora: The Eruption that Changed the World" - ever hear of 

Tambora? You should have. It apparently changed the world.  I looked it up.It is a volcano in Indonesia that erupted in 

1816 - the largest eruption in recorded history. It caused the entire world to have a "volcanic winter" where, even in the 

western hemisphere there was virtually no summer weather - crops failed and famine was widespread. Tambora 

changed the world for a few years but that's about all. The second one is "How Fracking Changed the World." Fracking? 

We all know about it but has it/will it "change the world?  Then "Art that Changed the World."?" Art - It's wonderful and 

often powerful but most people will never see the great masterpieces nor know much about them... The next on the list 

is "5 Hymns the Changed the World." Even hymns I have to question. They often speak profoundly to us and maybe even 

millions of other Christians and maybe over a long period of time but I have a hard time believing that hymns change the 

world in any significant way.  

 There's a children's book out that is titled "53 1/2 Things that Changed the World." It does, indeed list things 

that changed the world. It lists fire, clothes, the wheel, toilets, clocks, the printing press, nuclear power and fusion. It 

was written back in 1995. I imagine it would include computers if it were written today. One that the author missed that 

most certainly changed the world is the compass. 

 

 The compass was probably invented by the Chinese at least 150 years before it began to be used in Europe 

around 1200 A.D. Before the compass, sailors relied on the skies for information about their location; in cloudy and 

stormy weather they were clueless. They had no idea where they were, which direction they were heading nor how to 



steer toward their destination. The compass changed all that and made shipping faster and safer, allowing for busy 

trading routes to develop, linking the world together in amazing ways. 

 About a thousand years before the compass was invented, however, there was a man who changed the world in 

such a powerful way that no one can deny nor doubt it.  Jesus, the True Compass, introduced a new way to navigate 

spiritual waters and the treacherous seas of life. More than any other person who has ever lived, He changed the world - 

without inventions, without warfare, without world travel, without technology, without public relations firms... with 

only his words and ideas and his talk about God and explanations about how we can have internal and eternal peace. 

 

 In Acts 6-7 we see how influential the Christ Compass was in the life of the early church. These chapters do not 

contain the stories of Jesus (those are only in the gospels - Acts is the story of the church after Jesus was gone from the 

earth) but they illustrate just how transformative his example and guidance proved to be in the lives of the first 

Christians. What we see in Acts is a picture of a completely new way of life, one based entirely on the direction provided 

by Jesus words. 

 

 The changes begin in chapter 6, with the selection of seven men to serve as deacons to ensure that the needy in 

their communities are properly served. The 12 apostles knew their job - it was to go out into the world and tell others 

about Jesus, to establish churches, to be representatives of God. But as the church grew there were some very practical 

issues that arose. Who is going to minister to the poor? Who would watch over the widows and orphans to make sure 

they would be OK? Who could take charge of nursing and caring for to the sick and hurting. The 12 could, perhaps, but 

that would mean they couldn't concentrate on travel and preaching and organizing - they couldn't go out there and BE 

Jesus.  So the apostles call a meeting, and ask the group to select "seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of 

wisdom" (v. 3) to become Deacons (that's what deacons are supposed to do - to do daily ministry kinds of things so that 

the ministers can proclaim Christ in the community).  They choose a young man named Stephen and six others, and the 

apostles entrust  them to the ministry of serving the needs of the local church. 

 

 These seven -- and the twelve apostles -- are the people of whom it would later be said, somewhat nervously, 

that they "were turning the world upside down" (Act 17:6) - they were changing the world.  It was obvious even as it 

was happening. The quality of living, the kindness, the goodness, the commitment to Christ's teachings, the fact that 

people saw and wanted to be a part of it, was all obvious. Acts tells us that Stephen hits the streets running -- he was 

"full of grace and power," working "great wonders and signs among the people" (v. 8). In other words, he LOVED the 

work he was assigned to do. It was often work that had little or no reward - it was visiting the sick and figuring out how 

to help the needy; it was comforting the grieving and burying the dead; it was making sure that everyone received what 

they needed to survive; it involved raising money and collecting clothing and food for the poor. It was being a Christian 

in the trenches every day. 

 I always tell our new deacons, when they are just elected and attend their first Deacon's meeting, that they 

should consider themselves greatly honored because they were chosen for spiritual service. But then I like to caution 

them that spiritual service is not as elite and wonderful as it may sound. Their job is to be ministers (servants) to all of 

you here at Mt. Hope. They have been chosen to visit the sick and assist the needy and encourage the downtrodden and 

love the unlovely among us. They have stepped up to the plate and said "I will be Christ to Mt. Hope people - and I know 

that means that I am a servant, an example, a helper, and should expect nothing more in return than to be perhaps 

crucified.    

 Stephen was all of that and he loved it. But quite often, being a "goody two-shoes Christian" is not well-received. 

People, for some reason, resent truly good people.  So there is a stirring among the elders and the scribes and other 

people against Stephen, and they bring him before the council. They hit him with a truckload of false charges, they try to 



break his spirit, but he stands before them with what's described as "the face of an angel" (v. 15). 

 

 Stephen, like his Jesus, is about to become a world-changer -- the first person who stood on solidly Christian 

principles - who followed unerringly the Jesus Compass - who would be martyred for the faith. And, as such, he is a 

prototype, a model, a compass, for each of us. Over the centuries thousands of others have died for their faith - many of 

them because they remembered the bravery and faith of Stephen.  

 

 Stephen shows us how to navigate by the compass of Christ and to see Jesus as the directional signal that we 

follow in life and in death. Here are the lessons we learn in the way we ought to live as Christ followers. We are to:  

 

* Act as a servant leaders, working for the welfare of others. 

* We are to speak boldly about our faith - never backing down as we proclaim the love of God. 

* We are to look to heaven, especially when the world is roaring with rage.  

* We are to trust our Lord to hold us close, in even the most desperate of situations. 

* Finally, we are to try to offer forgiveness to those who hurt us, as Jesus did on the cross.  

 

That's what it means to follow the Christ-compass. That's what it means to be a world-changer. 

Let me ask you... Would you consider yourself a servant to others here at Mt. Hope and in your community? You should 

you know. If you wouldn't call yourself a servant, what would you call yourself? 

Have you ever spoken boldly about your faith? We probably wouldn't do as Stephen did and address the whole of the 

leadership of the community, but have you ever spoken boldly about your faith to anyone? If you haven't, why not? No 

one is going to stone you. What's the worse thing that could happen? 

Do you have the courage to look to God - and trust God - when you are about to die? 

Can you forgive those who have hurt you? Isn't that the way of Christ? Why, if God forgave you what you've done, can't 

you forgive others for the slights and offenses they've given? 

I'm not sure you are going to change the world if you do like Stephen - in terms of speaking and trusting and forgiving, 

but I AM sure that you are going to change YOUR world - your family - your life. BE a Christian. Be a Christian. 
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Have you ever spoken boldly about your faith? We probably wouldn't do as Stephen did and address the whole of the 

leadership of the community, but have you ever spoken boldly about your faith to anyone? If you haven't, why not? No 

one is going to stone you. What's the worse thing that could happen? 

Do you have the courage to look to God - and trust God - when you are about to die? 

Can you forgive those who have hurt you? Isn't that the way of Christ? Why, if God forgave you what you've done, can't 

you forgive others for the slights and offenses they've given? 

I'm not sure you are going to change the world if you do like Stephen - in terms of speaking and trusting and forgiving, 

but I AM sure that you are going to change YOUR world - your family - your life. BE a Christian. Be a Christian. 
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Matthew 5: 13-18. 

 Do you ever listen to Christian radio? I typically don't except on Sunday mornings on my way to church. I do 

listen to radio preachers sometimes - some are quite good - others not - but I almost never listen to the talk-shows. I 

find them too frustrating. People say some of the most bizarre and outlandish things about God and Jesus' teachings and 

so confuse politics and religion that I can't take it. I end up shouting at the radio... but I don't think anyone ever hears.  

And the radio hosts are just as bad or worse. They seem to be so closed-minded and narrow in their perspective - and, 

again, so terribly politically biased. If you don't agree with them on politics you aren't a Christian. If you don't agree with 

their theological positions, you aren't a Christian - or at least not a very good one. But I know I am a Christian and I know 

that politics has nothing to do with it ... so why listen to people who try to force me into a mold God may have made for 

them but not for me?  

 I used to listen though - before I became curmudgeonly. There was a minister who had a call-in program where 

he would so some Christian counseling. It was called "Pastor to Parishioners" or something like that. It was pretty good - 

he listened to life problems - often religious ones - and gave pretty sound advice. But his program was followed by 

another talk show featuring a minister and his wife - I didn't listen to that program but it came right after the one I 

listened to so I often caught their into. The announcer says, "Welcome to Bob and Jane's Hour of Integrity" (or whatever 

it was), then he'd go on to say, "an hour that will change your life." 

 I couldn't help but to think how dangerous that program must be. If I listened yesterday my life was changed - 

now it's going to change again today and again tomorrow and again the next day... That just doesn't sound too healthy - 

I prefer a little stability in my life, thank you.  

 There are so many things that will, supposedly, change our lives...so many things that will change the world. 

Some things really do - but let's be honest: most don't. And I doubt that a radio program would or could do so daily.  

 

 If you look for books with "Changed the World" in their titles on Amazon, you find all kinds of things that 

supposedly changed the world. The first one listed is "Tambora: The Eruption that Changed the World" - ever hear of 

Tambora? You should have. It apparently changed the world.  I looked it up.It is a volcano in Indonesia that erupted in 

1816 - the largest eruption in recorded history. It caused the entire world to have a "volcanic winter" where, even in the 

western hemisphere there was virtually no summer weather - crops failed and famine was widespread. Tambora 

changed the world for a few years but that's about all. The second one is "How Fracking Changed the World." Fracking? 

We all know about it but has it/will it "change the world?  Then "Art that Changed the World."?" Art - It's wonderful and 

often powerful but most people will never see the great masterpieces nor know much about them... The next on the list 

is "5 Hymns the Changed the World." Even hymns I have to question. They often speak profoundly to us and maybe even 

millions of other Christians and maybe over a long period of time but I have a hard time believing that hymns change the 

world in any significant way.  

 There's a children's book out that is titled "53 1/2 Things that Changed the World." It does, indeed list things 

that changed the world. It lists fire, clothes, the wheel, toilets, clocks, the printing press, nuclear power and fusion. It 

was written back in 1995. I imagine it would include computers if it were written today. One that the author missed that 

most certainly changed the world is the compass. 

 

 The compass was probably invented by the Chinese at least 150 years before it began to be used in Europe 

around 1200 A.D. Before the compass, sailors relied on the skies for information about their location; in cloudy and 

stormy weather they were clueless. They had no idea where they were, which direction they were heading nor how to 



steer toward their destination. The compass changed all that and made shipping faster and safer, allowing for busy 

trading routes to develop, linking the world together in amazing ways. 

 About a thousand years before the compass was invented, however, there was a man who changed the world in 

such a powerful way that no one can deny nor doubt it.  Jesus, the True Compass, introduced a new way to navigate 

spiritual waters and the treacherous seas of life. More than any other person who has ever lived, He changed the world - 

without inventions, without warfare, without world travel, without technology, without public relations firms... with 

only his words and ideas and his talk about God and explanations about how we can have internal and eternal peace. 

 

 In Acts 6-7 we see how influential the Christ Compass was in the life of the early church. These chapters do not 

contain the stories of Jesus (those are only in the gospels - Acts is the story of the church after Jesus was gone from the 

earth) but they illustrate just how transformative his example and guidance proved to be in the lives of the first 

Christians. What we see in Acts is a picture of a completely new way of life, one based entirely on the direction provided 

by Jesus words. 

 

 The changes begin in chapter 6, with the selection of seven men to serve as deacons to ensure that the needy in 

their communities are properly served. The 12 apostles knew their job - it was to go out into the world and tell others 

about Jesus, to establish churches, to be representatives of God. But as the church grew there were some very practical 

issues that arose. Who is going to minister to the poor? Who would watch over the widows and orphans to make sure 

they would be OK? Who could take charge of nursing and caring for to the sick and hurting. The 12 could, perhaps, but 

that would mean they couldn't concentrate on travel and preaching and organizing - they couldn't go out there and BE 

Jesus.  So the apostles call a meeting, and ask the group to select "seven men of good standing, full of the Spirit and of 

wisdom" (v. 3) to become Deacons (that's what deacons are supposed to do - to do daily ministry kinds of things so that 

the ministers can proclaim Christ in the community).  They choose a young man named Stephen and six others, and the 

apostles entrust  them to the ministry of serving the needs of the local church. 

 

 These seven -- and the twelve apostles -- are the people of whom it would later be said, somewhat nervously, 

that they "were turning the world upside down" (Act 17:6) - they were changing the world.  It was obvious even as it 

was happening. The quality of living, the kindness, the goodness, the commitment to Christ's teachings, the fact that 

people saw and wanted to be a part of it, was all obvious. Acts tells us that Stephen hits the streets running -- he was 

"full of grace and power," working "great wonders and signs among the people" (v. 8). In other words, he LOVED the 

work he was assigned to do. It was often work that had little or no reward - it was visiting the sick and figuring out how 

to help the needy; it was comforting the grieving and burying the dead; it was making sure that everyone received what 

they needed to survive; it involved raising money and collecting clothing and food for the poor. It was being a Christian 

in the trenches every day. 

 I always tell our new deacons, when they are just elected and attend their first Deacon's meeting, that they 

should consider themselves greatly honored because they were chosen for spiritual service. But then I like to caution 

them that spiritual service is not as elite and wonderful as it may sound. Their job is to be ministers (servants) to all of 

you here at Mt. Hope. They have been chosen to visit the sick and assist the needy and encourage the downtrodden and 

love the unlovely among us. They have stepped up to the plate and said "I will be Christ to Mt. Hope people - and I know 

that means that I am a servant, an example, a helper, and should expect nothing more in return than to be perhaps 

crucified.    

 Stephen was all of that and he loved it. But quite often, being a "goody two-shoes Christian" is not well-received. 

People, for some reason, resent truly good people.  So there is a stirring among the elders and the scribes and other 

people against Stephen, and they bring him before the council. They hit him with a truckload of false charges, they try to 



break his spirit, but he stands before them with what's described as "the face of an angel" (v. 15). 

 

 Stephen, like his Jesus, is about to become a world-changer -- the first person who stood on solidly Christian 

principles - who followed unerringly the Jesus Compass - who would be martyred for the faith. And, as such, he is a 

prototype, a model, a compass, for each of us. Over the centuries thousands of others have died for their faith - many of 

them because they remembered the bravery and faith of Stephen.  

 

 Stephen shows us how to navigate by the compass of Christ and to see Jesus as the directional signal that we 

follow in life and in death. Here are the lessons we learn in the way we ought to live as Christ followers. We are to:  

 

* Act as a servant leaders, working for the welfare of others. 

* We are to speak boldly about our faith - never backing down as we proclaim the love of God. 

* We are to look to heaven, especially when the world is roaring with rage.  

* We are to trust our Lord to hold us close, in even the most desperate of situations. 

* Finally, we are to try to offer forgiveness to those who hurt us, as Jesus did on the cross.  

 

That's what it means to follow the Christ-compass. That's what it means to be a world-changer. 

Let me ask you... Would you consider yourself a servant to others here at Mt. Hope and in your community? You should 

you know. If you wouldn't call yourself a servant, what would you call yourself? 

Have you ever spoken boldly about your faith? We probably wouldn't do as Stephen did and address the whole of the 

leadership of the community, but have you ever spoken boldly about your faith to anyone? If you haven't, why not? No 

one is going to stone you. What's the worse thing that could happen? 

Do you have the courage to look to God - and trust God - when you are about to die? 

Can you forgive those who have hurt you? Isn't that the way of Christ? Why, if God forgave you what you've done, can't 

you forgive others for the slights and offenses they've given? 

I'm not sure you are going to change the world if you do like Stephen - in terms of speaking and trusting and forgiving, 

but I AM sure that you are going to change YOUR world - your family - your life. BE a Christian. Be a Christian. 

 


