
WSIDAAFOJ. As sermon delivered at Mt. Hope Church by Rev. Steven Schafer on January 25, 

2015. Texts: I Samuel 3: 1-10  and John 1: 43- 51. 

 

 Do you know any Twins? We've actually got at least two in our congregation - not whole sets, 

jut one of each pair...  We know all about them, don't we? While not rare, they’re not common either. 

So we’re fascinated by the whole idea. So much so that Minnesota named their baseball team the 

Minnesota Twins (suggesting the close proximity of Minneapolis and St. Paul). Most of us have seen 

the strange movie titled Twins where Danny DeVito and Arnold Schwarzenegger are mismatched 

twins. When we mess up, we sometimes excuse ourselves by jokingly saying it must have been our 

“evil twin” that did it.  

 

 Twins are usually proud of their twin-ness. In fact many organizations exist that celebrate 

twins. One such group, The International Twins Association, was organized by and for twins in 

1934. It’s a nonprofit, family-oriented organization to promote the spiritual, intellectual and social 

welfare of twins and multiples throughout the world. I'm not sure how they do that but that's their 

stated goal. 

 

 Twins come in many varieties. I looked it up on Wikipedia and discovered 10 types of twins 

listed. Fascinating... They list "Conjoined Twins," where they are physically joined at some point of 

their bodies, sometimes even sharing internal organs. Then there are the twins who are somehow 

conceived seperately... twins with different fathers... half identical twins where they look identical but 

their DNA says they aren't. Identical twins who are, in fact identical in every way. Fraternal twins are 

born at the same time but don't look alike. There are twins with different birthdays and even, on 

occasion, twins of two different races. One of the most interesting is mirror twins — a subset of 

identical twins, but these twins are not only identical, they mirror each other. If one is right-handed, 

the other is left-handed. If one has a birthmark on his or her right leg, the other will probably have it 

on the left. The hair whorls in opposite directions, and their fingerprints are reversed. Sometimes, 

although not always, the internal organs, such as the heart, are also mirrored. 

 

 We’re talking about twins today because there’s a lot of confusion about what it means to be 

called by Jesus and to be “like” Jesus. We may sing “Lord, I Want to Be Like Jesus in-a My Heart” 

without considering what, exactly, it means to be like Jesus? We sing: “To be like Jesus/ to be like 

Jesus/ all I ask, to be like him/ All through life’s journey from earth to glory/ all I ask, to be like him.”  

 

 So, are we called to be twins, mirror twins of Jesus? 

 

 Our reading today is about the calling of two people who became disciples of Jesus. One was 

Philip and the other was Nathanael, and it’s their story that may help us understand something where 

there seems to be some confusion in the Christian world. 

 

 For one thing, in terms of personality and drivenness, neither one was much like Jesus to 

begin with, and we don’t have a biblical record of them becoming little Mini-Me’s of Jesus later either.  

 

 Philip, according to the biblical record, seems to have had something of the missionary instinct, 

going to tell his friend Nathanael about meeting Jesus, but he was not quick to understand that Jesus 



was not limited by the things that limit other people. That’s why it was Philip who would, later on, tell 

Jesus that they did not have sufficient resources to feed the 5,000 out on the hillside . He also seems 

like a rather indecisive person because, again later on, when some Greeks approached Philip about 

meeting Jesus, Philip took the request to Andrew rather than acting on his own.  

 

 Nathanael, the other man in today’s reading, appears as a skeptic — a religious skeptic, mind 

you — but a skeptic nonetheless. Hearing that Jesus was from Nazareth, he wonders aloud if 

anything good can come from that place. He knew the dirty little town of Nazareth. He knew the 

unemployment situation and the poverty there. He had heard of some of the crime that went on. He 

wasn't sure why anyone would ever go there and, quite logically, it didn't seem anything good could 

come out of the place.  

  

 Although Nathanael is called "Nathanael" in the gospel of John, he’s usually presumed to be 

the disciple called Bartholomew in the other three gospels. I have no idea why people in the Bible 

changed their names or why they were re-named by Jesus, but that seems to be the case. 

"Nathanael" isn't listed as a disciple, but he was called and he followed Jesus so he was.... but now, 

apparently, called Bart. He certainly is not outspoken like Peter or even verbal about his doubts like 

Thomas (whose Greek name, Didymus, means, interestingly, “twin”). From John’s gospel, however, 

we see that he does seem to have one virtuous characteristic, for Jesus calls him “an Israelite in 

whom there is no deceit,” (or what other translations call “guile"). That’s unquestionably a compliment. 

Wouldn't it be cool if Jesus got to know you and said to others, "Steve is a man in whom is no guile - 

He's a really good guy." But being a good guy is hardly the same thing as being a disciple. Even as 

he starts to believe Jesus is the Son of God, it’s not because he has some innate faith, but because 

Jesus told him something about himself that a regular human being could not possibly have known. 

He didn't follow Jesus because he believed but because Jesus "wowed" him.  Jesus simply says to 

Nathanael/Barthololomew  “Follow me,” and he does. 

 

 So here's the thing - neither Philip nor Nathanael is a mirror twin of Jesus, but then, Jesus 

doesn’t ask them to be. He simply says “Follow me,” and apparently they do -- for the rest of their 

lives.  

 

 According to tradition, both men carried the gospel to other parts of the world and died martyrs’ 

deaths. We have no way of knowing if that is true, but they suggest that, at minimum, Bart and Philip 

remained faithful to Jesus. The Bible itself has no hesitation in telling about the betrayal of Jesus by 

Judas and the denial of Jesus by Peter, so if either Philip or Nathanael had fallen away, the New 

Testament surely would have mentioned it. Instead, it tells us that after the death of Judas and the 

ascension of Jesus, there are still 11 disciples faithfully gathered in Jesus’ name (Acts 1:26). 

 

 Even then, though, the resemblance of these two faithful men to Jesus was not in some 

reformatting of their personalities but in how they opened the personalities they already had to be 

directed by God. No doubt Philip continued to have the same abilities and the same inabilities he had 

before Jesus called him. The same with Nathanael. It was only in their willingness to be used by God 

that they could be described as Christlike. 

 

 The fact of the matter is that Jesus never said, “Be like me.” And that is exactly what we should 



be thinking about when we are talking about being like Jesus. We’re not called to be his twin but his 

disciple. We’re not called to acquire a new personality or a new skill set (though we may need to 

clean up the personality we already have and brush up our skill set), but only to put ourselves at 

God’s disposal. In that regard, and in that regard primarily, we should strive to be like Christ. 

 

 The fact is, if we were to really try to be like Jesus in the sense of copying his mannerisms and 

his way of dealing with daily tasks, we’d end up frustrated because we simply don’t have that kind of 

information - we don't know what Jesus was like. We only know the words he spoke and a few of the 

things he said. We have four gospels, but none of them is a biography in the usual sense of the word. 

Instead they are testimonies about Jesus that happen to include some biographical incidents, but 

even those are told through the lens of the faith of the gospel writer or the conviction of the Christian 

community to which the gospel writer belonged.  

 

 That’s especially true in John’s gospel, and he freely admits it. Near the end of his gospel, 

John writes, “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 

in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 

of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:30-31). In other words, 

John’s gospel is more a theological reflection on the meaning of Jesus’ life than a chronological 

account of his activities. 

 

 The other three gospels have a somewhat different relationship to history, but even they show 

Jesus through the faith-biased eyes of believers in the first-century church. 

 

 That isn't to say that they present a false Jesus. It’s simply to say that they’re not concerned 

with the kind of detail we’d need if we really wanted to be like Jesus. 

 

 Even professional actors have a hard time when it comes to acting like someone else. For 

example, I listened to an interview on NPR last week with the director of the movie "Selma."  She said 

that, in her movie, the man playing Martin Luther King, Jr. doesn't look like King. His voice isn't like 

King's. His speech pattern isn't like Kings. They said they weren't trying to mimic Martin Luther King, 

but to portray the essence of the man. Mimicry comes across as fake and forced and you can never 

really do it well... WHO King was is far more important than his characteristics. 

 

 Jesus never said “Be like me.” He said “Follow me.” One of the interesting things about today’s 

church is the wide variety of people who make up that body. To listen to the critics of Christianity tell 

it, most Christians are deluded, poor thinkers or mindless sheep. And if you look at actual Christians, 

you will find a few folks who fit that description. But those labels in no way cover the broad population 

of the church. The church is comprised of dull people, smart people, brilliant people, stupid people. 

There are single-talented people and multitalented people. There are cowards for Jesus and heroes 

for Jesus. In worship, you’ll find friendly people, cranky people, irritable people, unruffled people, 

welcoming people. The church has its share of both doers and thinkers. There are no types left out.  

 

 When Jesus calls us to follow him, he does not ask us to cease being the unique persons that 

we are and become his twin, mirror or otherwise. But rather he calls us to open ourselves to be God’s 

people. We should strive to be like Jesus in loving God and loving our neighbor, but we have to do 



that through our own talents, abilities, hang-ups, shortcomings and insights. We’re to be disciples, not 

twins. Our prayer should be something like, “O Lord, take who I am, all that I’ve got and use it for the 

kingdom. Where I fall short, mold me as you want me to be. Don't make me like you - make me like 

YOU are in who you are.” 

 

 There is some value of the WWJD question that was popular among youth groups a few years 

back. It is a useful way to approach puzzling circumstances. But perhaps a more realistic version of it 

is, WSIDAAFOJ? What Should I Do As A Follower Of Jesus? But, then, that would be hard to get on 

a wrist band, probably. 

 

 What should we do as a follower of Jesus? To answer that question, we need to know as 

much as we can about Jesus, so read the gospels - read Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. If you've 

read them, read them again in 2015. But then we need to open ourselves to him so we can allow his 

spirit to flow through our personalities. We can never be just like Jesus - he wouldn't want us to, but 

we can live so that people catch a glimpse of him through us. 


