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“Your Turn” The 28th sermon in "The Story" series by Rev. Steven Schafer at Mt. 
Hope - April 7, 2013. Text: John 14: 1-31 
 
[Video: Last Sunday After Easter - GodTube.com] 

 
Now it’s your turn!  
 
 Jesus did the work he came to do. Through His death, burial, and resurrection he 
paid the penalty for our sins, conquered death and has risen to give us new life with 
Him so now it’s our turn - yours and mine - to take that news and tell the world! That’s 
our marching orders.  
 
 The mission statement for the church - not just the local church but the church 
universal of which we are a part is found in Matthew 28:18-20 and it is often called the 
"great commission." Here is what it says: 
"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. [I tell you] go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."  
 
 Now here is the thing: These were Jesus' last words before he ascended into 
heaven and anyone's "last words" tend to carry a lot of weight and be remembered.  
Stein, Gertrude (1874-1946) Just before she died she asked, `What _is_ the answer?' 
No answer came. She laughed and said, `In that case what is the question?'  
Webster, Daniel (1782-1852) "I still live." 
Presley, Elvis (1935-1977) "I hope I haven't bored you." 
Louis XIV (1638-1715) "Why are you weeping? Did you imagine that I was immortal? 
 
 Since the fall of Adam and Eve in the Garden God has gone through 
extraordinary measures to win back a people to Himself. But what is new, or at least 
what was new for the Jews in the New Testament, was how God was going to continue 
to do that. 
 
 Up until now it has been a “come and see” approach to reaching others. Now it is 
a “go and show” approach. 
 What I mean by this is that God made certain promises to Abraham. God told 
Abraham that He was going to bless him and make him a great nations and that 
through him all the nations of the world would be blessed. By blessing Abraham and 
the nation of Israel other nations would see God at work and would be drawn to serve 
Him. 
 
 At least that was the plan but, as we know, the people of Israel repeatedly 
rebelled and rejected God, going after other gods and God repeatedly punished them 
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for doing so. Then they would repent and return to God and He would again bless 
them... Over and over and over again. 
 
 Ultimately we know that the greatest fulfillment of God's promises to Abraham 
would be in the person of Jesus Christ who would come as a descended of Abraham. 
Jesus would die for the sins of the world and truly all nations of the world would be 
blessed through Him. 
 
 But that brings us to what is the latest chapter of how God is going to bring 
people back into relationship with himself - you. God's plan is to use you as His primary 
promoters of God's love in our world. 
 
 In the Old Testament it was the Jews and the hope of the coming Messiah that 
they were to point people too. Now, in the New Testament, it will be the Church who 
will take the message that the Messiah has come and will come again to the world. 
 
 In the Old Testament it was "come and see what our God has done for us." In the 
New Testament we are to go and show others what God has done and is doing. 
 
 The birth of the church is recorded in the book of Acts. You know the story: Jesus 
is gone - ascended to His Father and the disciples are again alone with the promise of 
something called the "Holy Spirit" to empower them. Jesus had said, "...you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem [my neighborhood], and in all Judea [my region] and Samaria [my 
nation], and to the ends of the earth."  
 
 We were never intended to outsource missions; we aren't supposes to pay 
someone else to go to Jerusalem and Judea and Samaria for us. Jesus said WE are to 
do that. No, of course not all of us should or can go to some foreign land to be a 
missionary but we should be sending some of our own. We should be 110% behind the 
youth mission trip. We should be praying for Lisa and Norberto at Mission Mazahua 
and for Jim and Marge as they go there in June to work at that mission... 
 
 And right here in our own Jerusalem - Livonia and Farmington and Northville... 
we are to BE witnesses - to let people know that God wants to be in relationship with 
them... God wants you and me to go into all the world (at least in the little corner of the 
world where we are) and show them who Christ is by showing them what He has done 
in us and how we have been changed.  
 
 So the big question for you today is this: has your life changed because of what 
Christ is doing in your life? How has it changed? Have you ever told anyone about it? 
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 In Acts chapter 2, ten days after Jesus ascended into heaven, 120 disciples 
remained in Jerusalem praying. They remained there waiting on the Holy Spirit 
(whatever that is, I'm sure they were thinking).  
 
 Then we read that on the Day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit comes on the 
disciples. Penta means 5 or in this case 50. Pentecost is the festival that comes 50 
days after the Passover... When the Spirit comes on the disciples, the power of God 
comes and they begin to speak in all the different languages of the people who had 
come into the city for the celebration. A crowd gathers to see what’s going on. And 
Peter preaches the first sermon of the church age. In essence he tells them that God 
came — walked, spoke, healed and taught on these very streets, but you ignored Him 
and even worse, you killed Him. But all is not lost; you are not lost, because Jesus is 
alive. Many felt convicted, the scriptures say, and cried out "what shall we do!" Peter 
tells them in 2:28 to “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.” [3,000 people came to Christ that day!] 
 
 Listen to this. This is how these new believers were changed and what they 
looked like…it’s in Acts 2:42-47: They devoted themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone 
was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the 
apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling 
their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day 
they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying 
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who 
were being saved.  
 
 Do you see the radical sense of community the presence of the Holy Spirit 
brought in the New Testament church? It happened because someone pointed out 
who they were and what they had done and told them how to undo it. This is “being” a 
witness. 
 
 First these new converts were baptized. Their baptism identified themselves 
publicly as followers of Jesus Christ. They had put their faith in what Christ has 
accomplished and now they were committed to obeying all that He had commanded 
and studied of scriptures to know all that meant, they listened to the apostles teachings 
so they would know how to live. 
 
 It is that same Holy Spirit that lives in each of us who are believers in Christ. And 
it is the same authority that now sends us out into the world to do His work. The same 
Spirit that came upon Jesus at His baptism, the same Spirit that came to the 120 
disciples in the upper room, the same Spirit that fell on those 3000 new converts on the 
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day of Pentecost has come into you. What are you doing about it? Are you being led 
by the Spirit of God or the Spirit of this world? 
 
 You see, when we are living by the Spirit of God we live in true community, true 
fellowship with God and with each other. True fellowship is marked with unbridled 
generosity. There are no personal pronouns. It’s "they" . . . they devoted themselves, 
they were filled, they sold their belingings, they continued to meet, they broke bread . . 
. This is a collection of individuals, who became a family. 
  
 Max Lucado tells the story about an Episcopalian Bishop, Jim Fultz. Lucado said 
they were speaking together at a community Good Friday service and Fultz was 
wearing a large, gold, thick cross. You could almost describe it a gaudy, he says. Hip-
hopers would call it "bling."   
 Lucado admits to being a little judgmental about what Fultz was wearing. Then 
he heard Fultz tell the story of the cross. It seems that, for many years, Fultz was the 
pastor at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, and when he was moving to become the 
bishop, the tradition in the Episcopal church is that the congregation makes the bishop 
a cross, they didn’t buy him one, they made it for him. There were 242 different 
contributions of gold which were received. Gold from family and friends. ...There was 
one man who was supposed to get married, but his bride left him at the altar. Bishop 
Fultz encouraged the man during that time and out of gratitude he took the ring he was 
going to give his bride and gave it to the bishop; and it became part of the cross. There 
were some married couples who were divorced and then reconciled and were married 
again. Pastor Fultz was instrumental in helping them to reconcile, and those couples 
took their first sets of wedding bands and they became part of the cross. ...242 
different stories and gifts from the church. They were all melted down and reformed 
into the shape of the cross.  
 
 You see, here is a great picture of the church.  When our stories intermingle; 
when our tears flow together; when laughter fills the room; and when our stories 
intersect, the church is created . . . in the name of Jesus.  
 
 When the healthy hand touches the sick hand in the hospital, the cross is seen in 
our community. When the lonely receives assurance from a brother of sister in Christ, 
the cross is seen in our community. When young and old meet and find Christ as a 
common experience Christ is seen in our community; when people reach out and 
share through the offering or putting a dollar into the benevolence envelopes that 
others hardships might be lightened, Christ is seen in our community. ...It is the cross 
of Christ that unites us and it ought to be the cross that is seen in our community. 
 
 When those who would never come together because of differences in race, age, 
jobs, neighborhood, economic standing, or even past grievances…do so, because of 
the cross of Christ, community is formed and we become the witness Christ wants. 
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 That is what happened in Acts 2. That is the heritage from which we have come. 
...And like the disciples and the early church let’s get excited about being a church that 
is built on prayer. I love it when I get to send out a Prayermail and know that when I hit 
that "send" button 60-70 of  you will get it and immediately whisper a prayer on behalf 
of whomever has made a request. I love it when I receive those requests because it 
means that you believe in the prayers of God's people... 
 
 In Acts 2, they came together and prayed for 10 days. And a revival exploded out 
of that kind of praying. It’s been said, ‘the church prayed for 10 days, Peter preached 
for 3 minutes, and the harvest was 3,000 souls. Not a bad return on investment... 
 
 We must be a people of prayer. Can I call on you to pray for your Jerusalem, to 
pray for that part of the world where you live? Will you pray for your family, your 
neighborhood, your community, and those in your church family? Maybe God has 
placed you in your family just for that very purpose - to be the pray-er. 
 
 Will you pray for your Judea, Wayne County, our school districts and our county 
and state officials? Will you pray for the other churches in our area?  
 
 Will you pray for our Samaria? Will you pray for our nation and our leaders even 
if you disagree with their political stance? 
 
 Will you pray for the far reaches of the earth and the spread of the gospel? Will 
you pray for our missionaries and those working to take the gospel to places or people 
far from us, whether geographically or culturally? Will you pray for the church and 
those who are persecuted around the world today for their faith? Will you be a person 
of prayer? That's where it all started - believers praying - and that is how the power of 
God is released. 
 
 ...And let’s be a people who are committed to the centrality of the cross. Let’s be 
like Peter, focused on the true gospel. The life, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. 
There’s so much Peter could have preached on that day — the sick, the homeless, the 
hungry, but he didn’t. He focused on Jesus - who he was, what he said and did and 
what it all means...  
 
 And when you add to the gospel the fellowship of the church you can see how 
we can be the witness - all that is necessary now is for people to see it and that means 
inviting others to be a part of the family. Some people find a church because they saw 
an ad in the paper - but if you're one of those you are one in a million. Some people 
find a church because some stranger has knocked on their door and handed them a 
brochure - if you're one, you're one in then thousand. Some people find a church 
because it happens to be nearby and they are self-confident enough to walk into a 
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building full of total strangers - if you're one, you are to be applauded. Some people 
find a church because the minister is out there in the community and has real charisma 
and everyone knows him or her - if you're one of those... you probably don't go to this 
church. But the fact of the matter is that 98% of people who find a church find it 
because they know someone who goes there and that person has talked about the 
fellowship - the great people - the sense of God's presence - the change God has 
made in his/her life...  When is the last time that person was you? 
 
 Don’t you long to be part of a church like the first church in Acts? I do. In fact, in 
so many ways I think we have one. We believe in prayer. We believe in the gospel. We 
believe in helping one another - sharing our lives through joys and sorrows. But have 
we ever told anyone? Have we ever told anyone about the difference Jesus makes in 
our lives? Have we ever been his witnesses in Jerusalem (where we live) let alone 
Judea (the larger community)? 
 
 The "great commission" was not for a selected few. It is for YOU - no 
exceptions... It’s time to roll up your sleeves, get off of the sidelines and get into the 
game. Because we need you and God’s work is worth it. 
 
 When you’re in the military and an officer gives a command, that command stays 
in effect until the officer changes it. Jesus, our general, left us with one command and 
it's never been countermanded: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
 It begins in your little circle of friends, neighbors and acquaintances. It expands, 
ultimately, to the whole world... But let's just start small and show Christ to those we 
know... That, in itself, will be a glory to God...  Let us be the church and let's let it be 
known that we are. 
 


