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Zeke’s List. A sermon of the "The Story" series. Chapter 17. Delivered at Mt. Hope by Rev. Steven 
Schafer. January 20, 2013. Text: Ezekiel 37: 1-14. 
 

 Like many of you, the Schafer's have a basement full of treasures. Or at least they used to be 
treasures. Somehow, over the years, they've lost their value and now we'd just like to get rid of some 
of them. Some are too bulky to sell on Ebay and then send through the mail, so we've discovered 
"Craig's List." Are you familiar with it. It is a web site of free online classifieds. You can sell or give 
away or buy just about anything from your neighbors for free. It's really kind of cool and I have yet to 
figure out how Craig gets paid...  
 I was looking through the listings a few days ago and noted some of the sections. One was 
titled "Strictly Platonic." Another was for  "Activity Partners and Events." In these sections, people 
post messages like “Lunch anyone?” ... “Bored at work, let’s IM” ... “Dim Sum with travel lovers” ... 
and even “Looking for Best Friend.”  
 
 Not everyone who places a personal ad is interested in hooking up. There are tons of people 
out there looking primarily for friendship, and they are aching for an end to their loneliness.  
 
 That’s why Craig has his List.  
 
 Libby Copeland in The Washington Post, writes: “To read these queries is to realize how 
needy people are, even if they express it only under a cloak of Internet anonymity.” At any hour of the 
day or night, you can find people on Craig’s List who are anxious to see movies with you, go dancing 
with you, eat Chinese food with you, or even take off on trips with you. All you have to do is send 
them an e-mail. What a world we live in... 
 
 Obviously there are a lot of people who just want to feel alive again. They want to sense that 
there is substance to their inner selves. They want to feel as though they’re not a bag of bones in 
decaying skin — but that there is significance beneath the skin. The just want to feel emotionally and 
spiritually alive again... 
 
 We can relate to these longings, because there have been times in each of our lives in which 
we have felt alone and isolated, cut off from friends and hungry for companionship. Starting a new 
school or a new job, we wake up in a strange city and wonder to ourselves, “What am I doing here? I 
feel so cut off, so lifeless, so alone.”  
 
 There’s nothing wrong with being needy. Nothing new about it, either. About 600 years before 
Jesue, the following ad appeared on Zeke’s List — a free on-papyrus classified section run by the 
prophet Ezekiel:  
 

Whole House of Israel, in search of a new life somewhere else — anywhere else.  
 
 Do you remember last week when God allowed his judgment to come upon the northern nation 
of Israel? The Assyrians came in and conquered them and sent the entire population into exile 
throughout the empire, making them the famous "lost tribes of Israel." All that remains of God's 
people in any kind of "in tact" way is the southern nation of Judah. But their faithfulness is almost as 
bad as Israel's and they have been warned again and again as has Israel with one notable addition - 
they saw what happened to Israel at the hands of the Assyrians. If they had been thinking - if they 
had understood anything at all about God, they should have seen what was coming. They should 
have known God keeps His word and if His prophets say turn or suffer, you'd better turn or you most 
certainly WOULD suffer. The nation of Babylon overtook Assyria (the Babylonians were what is now 
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roughly the nation of Iraq). The Babylonians made the Assyrians look like Pansies... And Judah is 
lost... 
 
  There isn’t much we can learn from a single line of Ezekiel's personal ad But he gives us a 
vision in today’s text that captures the depth of his people’s desperation. It’s a powerful picture of just 
how needy they are, and how achingly anxious they are to feel connected to God, to their homeland, 
and to one another.  
 
“The hand of the LORD came upon me,” reports Ezekiel, “and he brought me out by the spirit of the 
LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones” (37:1). The valley is filled with 
human remains, the leftovers of a battle in which the fallen soldiers are simply left to decay in place, 
without a decent burial. Biblical scholar Katheryn Pfisterer Darr describes it as “a multitude of 
disconnected and thoroughly desiccated bones.”  
 
 Disconnected and desiccated. What a powerful description of lifelessness! We know how that 
feels, don’t we? Disconnected from family, from friends, from God ... and desiccated, dried out, 
shriveled and shrunken.  
 
 We know those bones. We’ve been there. Maybe we're there now. Maybe the recession, the 
loss of numerous of our young Mt. Hope families as they've moved away looking for jobs, low church 
attendance, the lack of lots of young children in church, the teen population getting older and leaving 
for college, the struggle to meet the budget - the winter weather that seems to go on long after we are 
tired of it.... Maybe all of that weighs heavy on you as it all does on me and God just seems so far 
away. You've lost the vitality of your spiritual life that you once had... 
 
 God says to Ezekiel, “Mortal, can these bones live ever again?” (37:3). Ezekiel answers, “O 
Lord GOD, only you know [whether they can or not,]” but you can guess what he is thinking ... "No 
way! They can't. Once you're dead you're dead. These bones don't even have muscle or flesh any 
more. You're God but life anymore here seems highly unlikely." 
 
 Never in Ezekiel’s life has he seen a collection of dry, bleached bones leap off the floor of a 
sun-baked valley and return to life. These bones are about as dead as the kingdom of Israel — a 
kingdom that is now completely disconnected and lying in ruins, while its people feel totally 
desiccated and dried out in the land of Babylon.  
 
 But God is not a God of the status quo. He likes to shake things up. So he says to Ezekiel, 
“Prophesy to these bones,” (remember how I mentioned a couple of weeks ago how God tells his 
prophets to do some very strange things sometimes? “Prophesy to these bones,” he commands the 
prophet; “say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to 
these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live ... and you shall know that I am 
the LORD” (37: 4-6).  
 
 So there is Ezekiel, feeling just a bit foolish, I suppose, talking to a valley of dry bones. I'm sure 
he was somewhat happy that no one was around to hear him, it would have been a bit embarrassing. 
"Bones - Listen up! God says He is going to send His holy breath into you and you will live again and 
when He does you will know, beyond doubt, that He is the Lord. Are you ready bones?! This should 
be something to see. Get set..." And then there’s a noise, a rattling, and the bones come together,  
The foot bone connected to the leg bone, 
The leg bone connected to the knee bone, 
The knee bone connected to the thigh bone, 
The thigh bone connected to the back bone, 
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The back bone connected to the neck bone, 
The neck bone connected to the head bone, 
Oh, hear the word of the Lord!  
 (37:7).  
 
 All of a sudden, there are sinews on them, and flesh, and skin, but there is still no breath in 
them. Then God commands Ezekiel to prophesy once again, which he does (gladly and pretty excited 
by now after seeing what is happning), and the breath comes into them, and they live, and they stand 
on their feet — a vast multitude of reconstructed, living, breathing, vital people.  
 
 So where do you think these bones find life? Certainly not in the heat and dust of the valley 
floor, and not in an answer to a personal ad. No, they find their in the word of the Lord, in the action 
of a God who can actually revive the dead.  
 
 “Mortal,” says the Lord to Ezekiel, “these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely ....’ [But] I will put my 
spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 
that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act” (37:11-14).  
 
The message for us, when we are feeling disconnected and desiccated, is to get our names — not on 
Craig’s List, or Zeke’s List — but on God’s List.  
 
• When the people of Israel felt that their hope was dead in Babylon - when they, like their sister tribes 
seemed all but lost, the word of God comes to them saying, “You shall live.”  
 
• When Jesus the Christ was rejected and reviled, flogged and finally killed on a cross, the word of 
God was “You shall live.”  
 
• When the early church faced opposition and persecution from Jewish leaders and from Roman 
authorities, when men and women of faith were being literally thrown to the lions the word of God to 
them was “You shall live.”  
 
• When we - you and I - were “dead in trespasses and sins” (as the scriptures describe us before we 
knew Jesus) the word of God was “You shall live.”  
 
• When we were stuck in a barren place, when we were at the end of our rope, when we had no place 
to go, when we were without hope — the word of God was, and is, “You shall live.”  
 
 Disconnected and desiccated as we may be - as we may feel... As dry spiritually as we are, if 
we listen we will hear God say, “I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live.” How? What did 
he tell Ezekiel to tell the dry bones? Listen to the word of the Lord.  
 The words of the Bible are powerful. Read the stories of Jesus that you've heard all your life. 
Read the letters of Paul as he writes to people who are struggling to make the church work in a 
hostile culture. Read the Psalms that have so much encouragement and inspiration to offer. Read the 
book of Genesis with all the wonderful acts of God it contains... Not a reader? Then listen to the 
scriptures on CD or MP3 in your car... There simply is no better way to be renewed in your spirit - to 
invite the Holy Spirit to revitalize you - than to immerse yourself in the words of God. 
 
 It’s a transformation that takes us from shrunken sinews and dry bones to spiritual strength 
and that reconnects us not only to God, but to others — the family of God, brothers and sisters, 
parents, friends and those in need of our life-touch, and love-touch.  
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 It’s a metamorphosis that begins with our call for help. It begins when we look at ourselves and 
acknowledge that, yes, we are a bit spiritually withered and old looking. We are dried out and parched 
and in need of God in a new and powerful way in our lives. As Rick Warren says in his book The 
Purpose-Driven Life, “You’ll never know that God is all you need until God is all you’ve got.” It begins 
by realizing what you had that you have no longer or have to a diminished capacity... and crying to 
God to revitalize your soul and then acting, yourself - listening to God and allowing Him to revitalize 
all you are. 
 


